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TO THE 



READER. 



1 HESE Sermons, preached on 
important OccsdSons, were feparate- 
ly publifhed by their excellent Au- 
thor, the late Bifliop of London^ 
Dr. Thomas Sherlock. 

The judicious Reader will difco- 
ver in them the fame Energy of 
Sentiment and Purity of Di6lion, 
the fame pious Intention to pro- 
mote Virtue and true Religion, the 
fame pathetic and convincing Ad- 
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vi TO THE READEB^. 

drefs to the Heart, which fo emi- 
hently diftinguifh the reft of this 
Prelate's Difcourfes. 

Dr. Sherlock no fooner ap- 
peared in the great World, than he 
gave evident Proofs of the Extent 
of his Learning and the Superiority 
of his Genius. It has been Matter 
of Doubt with fome good Judges 
of Style, whether the firft of thefe 
Sermons, which he preached above 
feventy Years fince, when a young 
Man, has" been excelled, either in 
Language or Matter, by any that 
he delivered from the Pulpit after- 
wards. 

There is not, perhaps, a more 
difficult Taik, than' the doing Juf- 

tice 
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To THE READER. vil 

tice to a great and exalted Charac- 
ter. We fhall not, therefore, pre- 
fume to .draw a Portrait of Bifhop 
Sherlock ; but will juft obferve, 
that his Views, both in civil and re- 
ligious Matters, were always large 
and comprehenfive, not confined 
to the narrow Syftems of particular 
Parties, nor fubje<fted to the fluc- 
tuating Principles of powerful and 
interefted Men : that he was a moft 
ftrenupus and able Defender of the 
great Truths of our holy Religion : 
that he made it his conftant Pra6lice 
to inculcate the chriftian and focial 
Virtues ; to enforce a due and rea- 
dy Submiflion to the Laws ; to in- 
^ire Prince and People with a 
Senfe of their refpecSlive Duties, 
and to difcountenance all tempo- 
A 4 rary 
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Tiii TO THE I^EADBIt. 

raiy Changes apd bafty Ini)ovations 

in Church an4 State. 

The Re-publicatiojB of thefe Dif- 
courfes has been ib long and ear*- 
neftly wiflied for, that we cannot 
doubt of their A.cceptance with the 
Public, as the Fifth, and hfi. Vor 
lume of Bifkop Sherloqk's. Ser* 
.mons. 

1775. ^'^^ 



CONTENTS. 



Digitized 



by Google 



CONTENTS. 



-— f-^iifPP 



DISCOURSE L 

Prov. xxiv. 21. 

My Son, Fear tbqu the Lord^ and the Kingi 
and meddk not with them that are grvm 
to change. i 

Preached before the Queen at St. James's, 
Jan. 31, 1704, beipg the Anniver^ry 
of the Martyrdom of King Chades. the 
Firft. 

DISCOURSE IL 

Matt. x. 41, 42. 

He that^ receiveth a Prophet ^ in the Name of 
a Prophet y Jhall receive a Prophet's Re- 
ward: and he that receiveth a righteous 
Many in the^ame of rigiteom Man^ 
Jhall receive a righteous M<m's Reward. 

j^d whofoener Jhall give ta drink unto one of 

tbefe 



Digitized 



by Google 



X f CONTENTS. 

tBe/e little Ones, a Cup of cold Water only, 
in the Name of a Difciple, verily , I fay 
unto youy be Jhall in no wife lofe bis Re-^ 
ward. 27 

Preached before the Sons of the Clergy at 
St. Paul's Cathedral, Dec. 5, 1710. 

DISCOURSE III. 

Luke ix. 54, 55. 

And when bis Difciples James and John 
faw thisy tbey faid. Lord, wilt tbou tbat 
we command Fire to come down from Hea^ 
ven, and confume tbem, even as Elias did? 
But be turned and rebuked tbem, andfaid, 
Te know not wbat Manner of Spirit ye 
are of 51 

Preached before the Lord Mayor at St.. 
Paul's Cathedral, Nov. 5, 171 2. 

DISCOURSE IV. 

2 Sam. xxiii. 3, 4. 

^be God of Ifraelfaidy "T^Rock of Ifrael 

ffake to me I He that ruleth over Men 

muji be jujly ruling in the Fear of God: 

and 



Digitized 



by Google 



CONTENT S* «i 

and bejhall be as the Light of the Morn-- 
ingy when the Sun rifeth^ even a Morning 
without Clouds I as the tender Grafs fpring- 
ing out of the Earthy by clear Jhining after 
Rain. yy 

Preached before the Houfe of Commons at 
St. Margaret's, Weftminfter, March 8, 
1714, being the Anniverfary of her Ma- 
jefty's Acceffion to the Throne. 

DISCOURSE V- 

Acts vii. 25. 

For befuppofed his Brethren would have un^ 
derjlood how that God by his Hand would 
deliver themi but they underjlood not. 105 

Preached at the Temple Church, Nov. 20, 

DISCOURSE VI. 

Matt. iv. 17, 

From that Hime Jefus began to preachy and 
to fay y Repent y for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at Hand. 127 

Preached before the Incorporated Society 

for 



Digitized 



by Google- 



xt CONTENTS. 

for the Propagation of the Gofpel in fo- 
reign Parts, at St. Mary le Bow, Feb. 17, 

DISCOURSE VII. 

Psalm cxxii. 6. 

Pray for the Peace of Jerufakm: tbej Jhall 
pro/per that love thee. 151 

Preached before the Houfe of Commons 
at St. Margaret's, Weftminfter, June 7, 
17 1 6, being the Day of public Thankf- 
giving to Almighty God for fupprefEng 

• the unnatural Rebellion. 

DISCOURSE VIII. 

Acts xx. 35. 

/ have Jbewed you all TAings, Aom that fo 
labouring ye ought to Jupport the Weak; 
and to remember the Words of the Lord 
Jefus^ how hefaid^ It is more blejfed to give 
than to receive. 173 

.Preached before the Lord Mayor, &c. at 
St. Bride's, April 23, 17 17. 

DIS- 



Digitized 



by Google 



CONTENTS. xiU 

DISCOURSE IX. 

Matt, xviii. 29, 30. 

And bis Fellow Servant fell down at bis 
Feetf and befougbt bitn^faying^ Have Pa^ 
tience witb me^ and I will pay tbee alL 

And be would not ; but went and caji bim into 
Prifon^ till be Jbould pay tbe Debt. 205 

The Cafe of the Infolvent Debtors, and the 

Charity due to them, coniidered. 
Preached before the Lord Mayor, &c. at 

St. B riders, on Monday in Eafter Week, 

April 22, 1728. 

DISCOURSE X. 

Mark iii. 24. 

If a Kingdom be divided againjl itfelf that 
Kingdom cannot jiand. 225 

Preached before the Houfe of Lords at 
Weftminfter Abbey, Jan. 30, 1773. 



DIS- 



Digitized 



by Google 



xiv CONTENTS. 

DISCOURSE XI. 

. Luke x. 36, 37. 

JVBicb now of thefe three tbinkeft thou was 
Neighbour unto him that fell among the 
thieves? And he fat d^ He that Jbewed 
Mercy on him. I'henfaid Jefus unto him. 
Go, and do thou likewife. 243 

The Nature and Extent of Charity; 

Preached at St. Margaret's, Weftminfter, 
before the Truftees of the Infirmary in 
James-Street> April 26, 1735. 

DISCOURSE XII. 

Deut. xxxii. 45, 46. 

jind Mofes made an End of freaking all thefe 
Words to all Ifrael. 

And befaid unto them^ Set your Hearts unto 
all the Words J which I tejlify among you 
this Day ; which ye Jhall command your 
Children to obferve^ to do all the Words of 
this Law. • 265 

Preached before the Society, correfponding 
with the Incorporated Society in Dublin, 

for 



Digitized 



by Google 



CONTENTS. XV 

for promoting Englifh Proteftant Schools 
in Iceland, at St. Mary le Bow* March 
\J» 173®* 

DISCOURSE XIII. 

2 Cor. ix. 12. 

Tor the Adminijlration of this Service not only 
fupplicth the Want of the Saints, but is 
abundant alfo fy many Thani/givings unto 
God. 291 

Preached at St. Sepulchre's, May zi$ 17 19^ 
at the anniverfary Meeting of the Chil- 
dren educated in the Charity SchpoL 

DISCOURSE XIV. 

Judges ii, 7. 

j4nd the People ferved the Lord all the Days 
of Jojhlki, and all the Days of the Elders 
that outlived Jojhua^ who hadfeen all the 
great Works of the Lord, that he did for 
IfraeL . 315 

Preached, OOi. 6, 1745, on Occafion of 
the Rebellion in Scotland. 



Digitized 



by Google 



J by Google 



Digitized t 

i 



DISCOURSE L 



^ROV. XXIV. 21. 



My Son, Fear thou the Lord and the Kingi 
and meddle not with them that are given 
to change. 

THE Fear of God, and of the King, 
are joined together in Scripture, to 
fhew the Dependence one has upon the 
other. The only lafting Foundation of civil 
Obedience, is the Fear of God ; and the 
trueft Intereft of Princes, is to maintain the 
Honour of Religion, by which they fecure 
their own. The Advantage of Religion to 
all public Societies and civil Governments, 
is fo plain and vifible, that fome have fuf- 
peScd it to be the only End of Religion ; 
which they allov^r to be an excellent Con- 
trivance of State, a proper Remedy for the 
B turbulent 
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2 DISCOURSE I. 

turbulent Humours and Paffions of Men. 
And though we acknowledge nobler and 
better Ends of Religion^ which rcfped: an- 
other world; yet wc muft, with Thankful- 
nefs to its Divine Author, own it to be ex- 
cellently adapted to the temporal Felicity of 
private Men, and public Societies; Rigb-^ 
teoufnefs exaltetb a Nation^ but Sin is the 
Reproach of any People. 

If we look into the Hiftory of former 
Times, we fhall find the firft Symptoms of 
Ruin and DeAru&ion have appeared in the 
diiiblute Lives of the People, and a general 
Contempt of facred Things. Irreligion 
naturally tends to Diforder and Confufionj 
for all civil and moral Duties are founded 
in the Principles of Religion; which once 
overthrown, nothing remains but pure 
Force and Power, to reftrain the unruly 
Appetites of Men : a Way of governing 
neither fafe to the Prince, nor eaiy to the 
People ; and therefore can never laft long. 
Duties, which flow from fixed and fettled 
Principles, muft always be the fame ; the 
Obligation arifing from them unalterable ; 
from the Practice of which, will follow 
Order and Regularity. But Intercft and 
' Pafiion are in continual Motion, and liable 

to 
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DISCOURSE 1. 3 

to infinite Changes ; and Men who fteer 
by them, can hold no fteady Courfe of 
A^ion, but mail be given to change^ as 
often as they are out of Humour, or think 
the prefent State of Things not proper to 
ferve their Turn. Therefore nothing but 
a religious Senfe of our Duty to God^ and 
to our Governors, his Minifters on Earth, 
can keep us conftant and upright in our 
Obedience. Fear God and the King, and med- 
die n§t with them that are given to change^ 

I ihall not confider the Duty of fearing 
God, any farther than as the Obedience due 
to our Superiors on Earth is included in it; 
and ihall therefore confine myfelf to the 
following Particulars y To confider^ 

jF/Vy?, What Obedience to our Governors 
is enjoined by the Law of God. 

Secondly^ How inomfiilent with this 
Obedience the Practice of thoie men is^ 
who are given to change^ 

Firjly What Obedience to our Governors 
is enjoined l^ the Law of God 

Obedience is feen chiefly in three Things: 

\fi^ In Submiilion to the Lawa and Com- 
mands of our Princes. 

2^, In Honour and Reverence to their 
Peribns and Governments 

B a / zdly^ 
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4 DISCOURSE L 

^dly^ In defending them> when any Dan- 
gej: threatens them or the Public. 

The firft and principal Inftance of Obe- 
dience» is Submifiion to the Laws and Com- 
mands of our Princes. To determine the 
Original of civil Power, or how the Prince's 
Right to the Obedience of the Subject 
firft began, is neither eafy, nor at this Time 
ncccflary. But whatever the Original of 
Government has been, or upon what Ac- 
count foever lawful Authority has been, 
gained; upon the fame. Obedience becomes 
due. At the Time our Saviour appeared in 
the World, various were the Forms of Go- 
vernment in it, and different the Degrees of 
Power that were exercifed by Rulers over 
different Countries; none of which were 
either leiTcned or increafed by the divine 
Law, but all pronounced to be the Ordi- 
nance of God; and Obedience to all exa<ft- 
ed under the Penalty of diibbeying God, the 
Original of all Power and Authority. For 
he that refijieth, refijietb the Ordinance of 
God} and they that rejijl^ Jhall receive to 
themfehts Damnation. 

But fince the Nature of Obedience is no , 
where determined by the Law of God, but 
only the Praftice gf it commanded ; fome . 

other 
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DISCOURSE I. 5 

Other Rule there muft be, to judge of the 
Extent of our Duty. As in moral Virtues, 
the Light of Nature and right Reafon in- 
form us what is Temperance, Sobriety, and 
the like; and therefore thefe Virtues are 
commanded in Scripture, and, in moft Cafes, 
Men left to their natural Notions of Good 
and Evil, to diftinguifh between the Virtue 
and the Vice; fo likewife muft the Adls of 
Obedience, which the Law of God com- 
mands, be explained and defined by fome 
other Rule, When the ^ews put that cap- 
tious Queftion to our Saviour, Whether it 
were lawful to pay triBute to defar, or no ; 
he gave no new Dire6lions,'but judged them 
out of their own Mouths by the known 
Rules of Government: for they having 
owned the Coin of the Country to bear Ca- 
Jars Image and Superfcription, a manifeft 
Token of their Subjedion and bis Sove- 
reignty ; he determined. Render therefore 
unto Cafar the Things which are Ccejars. 
Agreeable to which is the Apoftle's Rule, 
Tribute to whom Tribute is due. Our Saviour 
took it not upon him to determine the civil 
Highf of Ct^efar ; but the. Right appearing. 
Obedience and Compliance he commanded. 
The Rights of Princes are not determined 
B3 in 
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6 DISCOURSE L 

in Scripture ; and therefore in Queftioos of 
Right, the Scripture is no Rule. 

The Meafure then of Power and Autho-- 
rity muft be the Rule of Obedience: what- 
ever the Prince can lawfully command, the 
Subjedt is bound to obey. Thb things wbic& 
are God's muji be rendered unto Godi and 
therefore no divii^e Law, declared either 
by the clear Light of Nature, or exprefs 
Revelation, can be fuperfedcd by the Com- 
mand of any earthly Power. Which, when- 
ever it is the Cafe, we muft obey God rather 
than Man; and be content with the Lot of 
them who fuflfer for Well-doing. To reafbn 
abftraftedly upon the Power of Princes, is 
a Sign of Weaknefs, as well as of a trouble- 
fome Temper. Cuftom, and the Law of 
the Land in each Country, are in this Cafe 
the higheft ileafon ; under which Regula- 
tions, the Power of all Princes is lawful and 
reafonablc. Were it otherwife, the Gofpel, 
which was intended for the Law of all Na- 
tions and People, could not have command- 
ed Obedience to the prefent Powers, which 
were in Form and Authority vaftly different. 

All Obedience is primarily owing to 
God, the Fountain of all Power: and 
ihould it pleafe him to take upon himfelf 

the 
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DISCOURSE I. 7 

the perfonal Government of Nations ; as he 
did fometime of the People of the Jews ; 
all other Power would ceafe of courfe.. In 
the Jewijh Government, the Laws of civil 
and ecclefiaflical Polity were Divine; being 
«ftabli{hed by God, when he took upon 
himfelf the external Government of that 
People. But where God did not fo vifibly 
intcreft himfelf, but committed the Reins of 
Government to earthly Princes i the mak- 
ing Laws for the external and vilible Or- 
der of the World was remitted to their Au- 
diority. And therefore the Gofpel, though 
infinitely more perfed: than the Law, gave 
us no Syftem of Laws, either for civil or 
ecclefiaftical Government: which under 
the Law were ordained by God (not as 
fupreme Governor of the World, but as 
the immediate and viiible Governor of the 
y^wsj ; but under the Gofpel, are left ta 
Princes, who are appointed by God to be 
the vifible Governors of the World; and 
therefi>re all vifible and external Order is 
their proper Care and Bufinefs. Of Obedi* 
met there are two Parts ; the external, and 
intenial. The external confifts in the out- 
ward Conformity of otir A<^ions to the Rules 
and Principles of Virtue; the internal, in 
B 4 the 



Digitized 



by Google 



« DISCOURSE I. 

the Sincerity and Purity of the Heart. The 
Oovernment of the World is not concerned 
in the internal Part ; for if Men adt as if 
they were honeft, the Peace and outward - 
Order of the World will be fecured, though 
their Hearts are perverle; and therefore, 
the Judgment of this, God, as he alone is 
able for it, has referved to himfelf. The 
external Part of Obedience is that, in the 
due Performance of which the Beauty and ^ 
Order of the World confifts ; and therefore 
this is the proper Care of the Governors of 
the World, The fame holds in Religion, 
which is the Service of God: there are 
Duties which none are concerned in, but 
God and our own Souls; fuch as Faith, 
Repentance, and the like; the Virtue of 
which is internal, of the Heart, But God 
requires likewife an external and vifiblc 
Worfhip from us, in which outward Order 
and Decency are required, but not deter^ 
minedy and therefore muft be left to their 
Jurifdidion, to whom we are anfwerable for 
our outward Behaviour in all Things. How 
far miftaken then is the Zeal of thofe, who 
decline fubmittlng to the Orders of the 
Church, becaufe they are of human Ap- 
pointment! Whereas being ordained. by ^ 

lawful 
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DISCOURSE I. 9 

lawful Power, they have fo far the Stamp of 
Divine Authority, as to make Difobedience 
to them a Sin again ft God. 

The fecond Inftance of Obedience, is to 
honour and reverence our Governors; to 
think with Refpedt, and fpeak with De- 
cency of their Perfons and Governments, 
This Duty we owe to all our Superiors, in 
proportion to their Dignity and Office* If 
we look up to the Fountain and Original 
of all Power, the Supreme Governor of the 
World ; his Name, even to mention in vain^ 
Jhall not be held guiltlefs. Next to him, 
though the Diftance be great, are the fu- 
preme Powers on Earth ; to whom we owe 
the greateft civil Refpeft aqd Reverence ; 
according to the Apoftle's Rule, to render 
Honour y to whom Honour ; Fear, to whom 
Fear is due : whofe Names or Perfons to 
treat with Contempt, is Want of Decency, 
as well as Duty. Two Things have a Right 
to Honour and Refped: ; perfonal Virtues, 
and public Charaders ; which when happi- 
ly joined together, are to be accounted wor^ 
thy of double Honour : • but when feparatc, 
are not to be defrauded of their due Portion, 
Wheuv St FauU provoked by the unjuft 
yfage of jhe High-prieft, returned him a 

rude 
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rode Anfwef j being informed what Place 
he held in the Commonwealth, he correfted, 
and excufed his Error; Iwtfinoty Brethren^ 
that be was the High-prieji : for it is writ-- 
ten^ ^houjhalt not /peak evil oj the Ruler of 
p thy People. 

The third Inllance of Obedience, is in 
defending the Perfons and Government of 
our Princes. 

Mutual Defence is the End of all Go* 
vcrnment. Protedion in Life and Fortune, 
is the Right of every Subje6l : which, as 
he may lawfully expe<fl from his Prince ; fo 
is he bound to him, in the like Duty of de- 
fending his Perfon and Government, when- 
ever Occafion requires. When Men en- 
tered into civil Society, they refigned all theif 
private Right and Intereft, even in their 
own Lives, to the public Good: and there- 
fore the public Happincfs is to be preferred 
before our own ; the Life of the Public, 
which confifts in maintaining the eftablifhed 
Form of Government, to be fupported, 
though with the Lofs of our own. The 
Prince bears the Perfon of the Common- 
wealth ; by him the Public lives and a<fts ; 
therefore is his Life facred : which but cold- 
ly to defend is Want of Affecftion to the Pub- 
lic, 
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lie, and Treafbn againft the original Laws 
[ of all Government. And if the fenfe of 

Honour he not mightily changed, to die 
£oc our Prince or our Country, is to fill 
with Glory, and challenges RefpeA to our 
I Memory firom all Pofterity. « 

I To maintain the eftabliihed Form of Go- 

I verpment, is the'firft and higfaeft Duty of 

I Men ading in Society. To remove the 

ancient Land-marks of Power and Obe- 
dience, tends to the utter Ruin and De« 
^rud:ion of all Government ; and is an In« 
jury to the Prince, as well as Difdbedience 
to his Power; who acquires a peribnal 
Right and Intereft in the Privileges de- 
scending with the Crowm But this will 
more properly fall under the iecond Head^ 
which was to coniider^ 

How inconiiftent with Obediehce re- 
quired, die Pradice of thofe Men is, wSo 
are given to change. 

No Government was £ver fo perfcdly 
formed at firft, as to anfwer all Occafions: 
the Wiidom of Man not reaching far 
enou^ to view all the pofiible Variety of 
Circumflances, that may require the miti- 
gating, or incrcafing the Severity of old 
Laws i or the making new. Therefore it 

is 
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12 DISCOURSE I. 

is neceflary for the public Good, that there 
fhould be a Power lodged fomewhere, to 
adapt old Laws to the prefent Circumftances, 
or thofe which may hereafter arife. Thus 
• to change, is an Aft of lawful Power; and 
.therefore falls not within the Charge of tlie 
-Text, Not to meddle with them that are 
given to change. 

But then the moft beneficial and neceflary 
Changes muft be begun, promoted, and per- 
fedied by lawful Authority; or elfe they lofb 
their good Quality, and, like wholefomc Re- 
medies unduly applied, prey upon the Vitals 
of the Government. / For no Change can . 
be fo beneficial in its Confequence, as ufurp- 
ing upon lawful Authority is deflrudtive; 
.and therefore it becomes a good Subjedt to 
bear any Inconvenience arifing from the 
prefent Coriftitution, rather than, by too 
precipitately throwing it oiF, to prevent the 
regular Methods of Alteration. To pretend 
public Good, is common to all Fadlions and 
Parties ; and therefore can excufe none : 
and where the Pretence is real; yet to feek 
public Good, in Gppofition to public Aut 
thority, is like curing Diftempers by de-?* 
ftroying,the Patient. 

To view. with Pleafure the Factions and 

Difturb* 
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tMftUrbances of a Kingdom ; and, lil^ the ^ 
Lame and Impotent at the Pool of Bethefda^ 
to long for the troubling of the Waters, 
that we may firft ftep in, and make fome 
private Advantage of the public Calamities, 
is neither the Part of a good Man, or a good 
Chriftian. 

To encourage the feditious Principles an4 
Prafticcs of others ; though cunning Men 
m^y do it without Danger, yet they can 
never do it without Guilt. 

Thefe Praftices need not be brought near, 
to be compared with the Duty of Obe- 
dience. They appear at firft Sight to have 
nothing lefs in them than Honour and Re- 
verence, or Obedience to the Prince. 

The Authority of the Prince is as much 
concerned in maintaining the Honour and 
Order of God's Service, as of his own : 
and the nobleft Charafter that belongs to 
Princes, is, that of nurjing Fathers and Md^ 
tbers to the Church of Chrift ; the Peace 
and Order of which is at once the Splendor 
and Security of a Government : and there- 
fore the Advice of the Text, Not to meddle 
ijoith them who are given to change, muft be 
extended to tKe Government of the Church, 
as well as of the State. And. the Occafion 

of 
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of this Solemnity gives but too much Rea* 
fon for this Application ; the Alterations 
intended and pradifed upon the Churchy 
influencing not a little in the barbaroui^ 
Treafon which we this Day lament. 

There muft in the Churchy a$ in the 
State> be a Power to change whatever, 
through Ufe and Experience, appears unfit 
for the End it was defigned. To propofe and 
procure Amendments to the Laws of the 
Church, when there is Occafion for it, is 
their Duty in whofe Hands the Power is 
lodged ; and Changes fb efFed:ed, can never 
be to the Blemifh or Difhonour of the 
Church. But when Men diflike without 
Reafon, and obftinately condemn whatever 
has been fettled by Authority ; when they 
difclaim the Power and all the Adts of the 
Church ; cither their Ignorance muft be 
invincible, or their Guilt unpardonable. 

The Reafon of all Changes ought to be 
very plain and apparent ; left Lightnefs and 
Wantonnefs, in altering old Laws, bring 
Power and Authority into Contempt. To 
change is the EfFeft, and the Sign of 
Weaknefs : and therefore it is the Charac- 
ter of the moft perfed Being, that in him 
is no FarkblenefSf or Shadow of turning. 

Often 
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Often to change, will a/ways breed Con^ 
ftmpt: ^d therefore, in private Life, wife 
Metl choofe rather to bear feme Inconve* 
diencies arifing from the Way they are fet- 
tled in, than, by (liifting from one Courie 
to another, to gain little but the Charader 
of Unfteadinefs, and Want of Refolution. 
Much kfs fhould public Bodies hazard their 
Credit by unneceflary Changes; and, for the 
Sake of removing one uhpoliihed Stone, 
endtoger the whole Building ; which how 
it wiU fettle on a new Foundation, the 
Wifdom of Man cannot forefee. Some In- 
conveniencies in the Eftablifhment of public 
Societies, like fome Diftempers in the Body, 
are borne with lefs Danger than they are 
cured. 

To plead for Alterations of feemingly 
greater Purity and PerfcQion, carries with 
it fuch an Appearance of Goodhefs and Con* 
cern for the Service of God, as will never 
£stil to engage the Favour of the Multitude; 
who always make up in Zeal what they 
want in Knowledge ; which is, and will be 
a Temptation to Men, who are incapable 
of a better, to take this Way to raife them- 
felves in the Efteem of the People. 

To preis for Alterations when moft 

Things 
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Things in the prefent Eftablifliment are 
owned to be good, and all tolerable, is not 
the EiFe<a of much Judgment. If Want of 
Perfe<ftion be a Reafon to change, it will 
be a Reafon for ever -, for fince all the Laws 
ef the Church are not of divine Jnftitution, 
they have too great a Mixture of Weaknefs, 
in their Original, ever to be perfect in them- 
felves* And fhould all the Changes dcfircd^ 
be granted, let not Men imagine that the 
next Age will be fo unlike this, as not to 
find Fault with the Orders of their Supe- 
riors. 

It is unaccountable in Reafon, that, in 
Matters of religious Government, every Man 
thinks himfelf judge of what is decent and 
convenient, and what fit to be obeyed; 
whereas in Matters of civil Government, 
whatever they adt, they dare not pretend to 
the fame difcretionary Power: as if the 
Cafe were not the fame in both i and Obe- 
dience in all Things lawful and honeft, 
(further than which, no Man's private 
Judgment extends) in both of like Necef- 
fity. 

How the common People are led into 
the Efteeni of Men thus ad:ing, is not hard 
to fay. To fufFer for one's Opinion, right 

or 
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or wrong, is in the Eyes of the Vulgar me- 
ritorious : and fince foilie outward Advan- 
tages are forfeited, by riot complying with 
the prefent Eftabliftiment ; fhould Men, 
even for worldly Intcreft, and Want of Me- 
rit fufficicnt to rife in the lawful and regular 
Way, ftrike out new Paths for themfelves ; 
yet they (hall be fure, among their Fol- 
lowers, to have the Character of hoheft 
Men, Men fufFering for Confcience fake. 
And tho^h there be no Suffering in thfc 
Cafe ; no Puniflhment attending upon fuch 
Pradices ; yet whilft Rewards are open to 
the Obedience of others, the partiality of 
Men will make them apter to repine at the 
Diftindion, than to be thankful for the tta- 
piinity. 

As long as Men are weak enough to be 
mifled ; and the Errors of fome are profita- 
ble toothers; there will be no Endof Dif- 
fen/ions : and fhould the Reflleflhefs and 
Irhportunity of Men once break in Upori the 
Conflitution, the Event could only fhew 
Where it would end. 

To what Extremes the Humour of Meri 
bnrce fet on changing will run, the toourn-^ 
ful Occafion of this Day*s Meeting is too 
fenfible a Proof. The A<aors in the ktt 

C ^ Trou- 
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Troubles thought of nothing lefs, when they 
began, than the Event that fucceeded. The 
Good of the Public, and of the King, was 
the Pretence ; and they never left feeking 
it, till they had ruined the Public, and laid 
His Royal Head low. With the fame good 
Succefs, the Purity of the Church was pro- 
moted ; which ended in utter Subverfion, 
and the Blood of a great Prelate. 

Great indeed in many Refpcdls ; but he 
funk under the Iniquity of t^ Times, 
by endeavouring to give Life to the long- 
forgotten and negled:ed Difcipline of the 
Church ; when the Liberty and Licentiouf- 
nefs of the Age could bear nothing lefs. 
The Reformation had given fuch a Turn 
to weak Heads, that had not Weight enough 
to poife themfelves between the Extremes of 
Popery and Fanaticifm 5 that every thing 
older than Yefterday was looked upon to 
be Popifh and Antichriftian : the meaneft 
of the People afpired to the Priefthood; and 
.were readier to frame new Laws for the 
Church, than obey the old. This led him 
to fome Ads of great Severity, that he 
might create an Authority, and Reverence 
for the Laws, when it ihould appear they 
had not quite loft their Edge. Thus he 

became 
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became too generally hated, and fall he muft j 
for his Faults were great, and, as the Times 
Went, unpardonable/; he loved the Church 
and the King. 

His Cafe might deferve more to be la- 
mented, did not that which followed, bury 
all private Injuries and Refentments; in re- 
fpeft of which, the former Cruelties were 
tender Mercies. The Thfrft of Blood was 
too great, to be fatisfied with the Fall of 
private Men ; nor could the new Schemes 
of Confufion take place, till the Fountain of 
lawful Power and Authority was dried up. 
Every Man had a Projed: of his own for a 
new Government ; and rather than be dif- 
appointed, they refolved to lay the Founda- 
tion in royal Blood. 

Could all the Obligations of Nature and 
Religion have prevailed, the King might 
have lived to make his People happy ; but 
the Misfortune was, they had injured him 
too much, to truft him even with his own 
Life ; nor could their Confciences give them 
Security for the Mifchiefs already done, but 
in going on ftill to add Murder and Parri- 
cide, and in deftroying the Power, they had 
too much Reafon to fear. A barbarous 
Cruelty ! of which it is hard to fay, whe-^ 
C 2 ther 
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ther the Malice and Wickednefs, with which 
it was adted, were greater ; or the Patience 
and Magnanimity, with which it was borne. 
As if the Conteft had been, whether hu- 
man Nature were capable of greater Degrees 
of Virtue, or Vice. 

View the King from the Throne to the 
Scaffold j and he was in his Life the Pattem 
of a good Prince ; in his Death, of a good 
Chriftian. He was a Prince, who, from 
the Sweetnefs of his Temper, the Integrity 
of his Intentions, and a kind and tender 
Concern for the meaneft of his Subjedls, 
might well have expedted to make his Name 
dear to this Nation, and his Memory glo- 
rious, upon a better Account than the Hif- 
tory of this Day affords. He was formed 
by Nature and Grace to be an Ornament of 
better Times ; and wanted nothing to make 
him great in the worfl, thofe he lived in, 
but a juft Refentment of the Indignities he 
fiifFered. The only Prerogative his Ene- 
mies had left him, was to forgive the Inju- 
ries they did him ; which he ' cxcrcifed to 
the laft ; and, in the Heat of a mercilefs 
Rebellion, could never forget his Enemies 
were his Subjedts, when they had long fince 
forgot him to be their King ; which was 

too 
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too great a Bias upon the Minds of indiiFe** 
rent Men, when they faw the only Way to 
cfcape being punifhed, was to take the 
Courfe that deferved it. 

They, who confider the happy and envied 
Condition of our Government, in which arc 
equally fecured, the Digoity of the Prince, 
and Liberty of the Subjed; the Bleffing of 
a Church eftablifhed in primitive Purity, 
wherein the Honour of Religion and God's 
Service is maintained without Superftition ; 
Obedience taught without Blindnefs ; can 
Dcvcr fufficicntly reverence the Memory of 
a Prince, who chofe rather to lay down his 
Crown and his Life, than not deliver down 
thefc BlefSngs inviolable to Pofterity, They, 
who remember him, without any partial 
AfFedtion, muft allow him the Charader of 
a noble and generous Prince, and Father of 
his Country. They, wJio think with Envy, 
and fpeak with Malice, of him, can fay no 
worfe, than, He was a Man of like PaJJions 
V)kb us. And furely they forget themfelves 
to be Men, who would have our common In- 
firmities remembered to bis Difhonour. 

The Cafe is hard, if Princes have no 
Right to the Allowances made to all befides: 
harder, baaufe, by their high Station, they 

C 3 are 
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are more expofed to the View of the World ; 
and few there are fo modeft, as not to think 
themfelves wife enough to judge of their 
Adions. Private Perfons have their Incli- 
nations free from all Checks and Reftraints, 
more than Innocence and Religion require : 
their Rule is, to preferve Integrity, and it 
will preferve them. But Men of Character 
have this further Care, T'bat their God be 
not evil fpoken of: a Leflon of infinitely 
more Difficulty, and greater Toil, by how 
much harder it is to pleafc Men than God. 
To feek the good Opinion of the People, is 
Prudence in Men of public Charadters : but 
is there a greater Slavery under the Sun, 
than to be obliged to live by the Opinion of 
thofe, who are neither .wife enough to judge, 
nor to let it alone ? 

The Privilege that extends to the meaneft 
Cottage, to choofe their own Friends and 
Companions, is not without murmuring al- 
lowed to Kings : nor will it be permitted to 
the Dignity of feme Charad:ers, and Majefty 
of others, to ftoop even to the innocent and 
harmlefs Enjoyments of Life : as if Princes 
and great Minifters had no private Cares ; 
but were capable of the conftant Thoughts 
of public Bufinefs, and Religi^. Every 

Step 
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Step Men take, by which they rife into the 
View of the World, is an Abridgement of 
their innocent Liberty, and binds them to a 
ftriifter and feverer Self-denial. For there 
is a natural Envy in Men, which loves to 
fee the Honour and Dignity of great Places, 
qualified with Trouble and Anxiety. 

But Men who are diftinguiflied by the 
Advantages pf Birth and Education, fhould 
be above the common Prejudices and fordid 
PafBons of the Vulgar ; and think them- 
felves obliged, in Honour as well as Duty, 
to pay a fteady and regular Obedience to 
the Government. It is fome Excufe for the 
Diflionour of the Nation, in the late Re- 
bellion, that we can fhew fo brave a Lift of 
Nobility and Gentry, who fell in Defence of 
their King ; and left the Honour of their 
Death, a nobler Inheritance to their Fami- 
lies, than their Lands and Eftates. The 
Imitation of their Virtue and Obedience need 
not to be prefled in this Audience 1 where 
the Rules of Duty and Honour are better 
pradtifed, than they can be taught. The 
noble Families have Examplesof their own, 
to inftruft them how ^^^ fhould behave 
themfelves to their Prince and their Coun- 
try : and in the Hiftory of their Anceftors, 
C 4 may 
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may learn, that Loyalty to the Crown, is the 
f\vR, and the nobleft Title of Honour. An4 
furely thus much Good we may cxptGt from 
the Evil of the late Times; that Men would 
le^rn at length to value the Bleffing of a 
good Prince, 

It is the Goodnefs of God to us, th^t, 
after fo many ConvulfiDns, we ftill enjoy 
our ancient Government ; that there is ftill 
Life and Vigour in the Religion and Liberty 
of England: a Goodnefs that on our Part 
requires the utmoft Returns of Gratitude ; 
which can no way be fo acceptably fliewq, 
as in the worthy Ufe of the Bleflings we 
ejijoy. We fhall but ill perform the Duty 
of this Day, i^nlefs we amend in ourfelvcs 
the Errprs we reprove in others. The Crown 
and the Virimes of the royal Martyr are once 
iBore joined together i Iqt not then our Re- 
proach be renewed by th^ fepeatcd Want of 
Obedience and AfFeftion. If, whilft our Go- 
vernprs watch with Care and Solicitude, to 
make us eafy and happy in ourfelveg ; ftrong 
and fecure againft our Enemies abroad i we 
labour to difturb the Methods of our Go- 
vernment at Home; we muft thank ourfelves 
for the Evils, which will always follow from 
the turbulent Humours, and diftractedCoun- 
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£bls of a Nation. We have an Enemy ftrong 
and cunning to deal with ; an ancient Rival 
of the Power and Honour of England i an 
Enemy to the Religion of Proteftants, and 
the Liberty of Mankind : and if nothing 
elfe will, yet Intereft would prevail with u$ 
to unite for our mutual Safety i and whilft 
our brave Countrymen expofe their Lives to 
the Hazard and Fortune of War Abroad^ in 
Defence of their Prince, and their Country; 
methinks the leaft that can be expedled of 
us, is to be quiet and peaceable at Home. 
To fave the finking Liberties of Europe^ is 
worthy a Queen of England -, and if the 
Spirit of our Fathers be not degenerate in 
us, it will, it muft rife to check the Pro- 
grefs of an ambitious Monarch ; and it will 
ever be the Choice of an Englijhman^ ra- 
ther to die by his Sword, than live by his. 
haw : but our hives and Fortunes are fafe 
in the Conduit and Prudence of our Go* 
vernors ; we need only facrifice our /// Hu^ 
mours^ to the Peace and Security of our' 
Country ; and be content to Jland Jiill and 
fee the Salvation of the hord. Let us at leaft 
be willing to be faved ; and, for the Sake 
and Defence of our Religion, fubmit to live 
by the Rules of it. We have been long 

fight-' 
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fighting and contending for our Religion ; 
it is now high Time to praftife it ; and a 
better Foundation we cannot lay than in the 
Duties of the Text, T^o fear the Lordy and 
the King, and not to meddle with them that 
are given to change. 
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Matthew x. 41, 42* 

He that receivetb a "Prophet^ in the Name 
of a Prophet^ jhall recehe a Prophet's . 
Reward: And he that receivetb a right- 
eous Man^ in the Name of a righteous 
Many jhall receive a righteous Mans Re-- 
ward. 

And whofoever Jhall give to drink unto one 
of thefe little Onesy a Cup of cold Water 
only^ in the Name of a Difciple^ verily y 1 
fay unto you^ he Jhall in no wife lofe his . 
Reward. 

TOWARDS the Beginning of this 
Chapter we read, that our Saviour fent 
forth his Difciples to preach the Kingdom 
of God. That they might preach with Au- 
thority, he endowed them with Power from 

above. 
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above» and with the manifold Gifts of the 
Spirit. That they might attend upon their 
Miniftry without Diftraftion, he eafed them 
of the Care of providing for themfelves ; 
and gave them Power to demand and re- 
ceive of thbfe under their Inftrudtion, what- 
ever their Wants required. Provide, fays 
he, neither Go/dy nor Silver^ nor Brafs in 
your Purfes ; nor Scrip for your Journey^ 
neither two Coats, neither Shoes, nor yet 
Staves ; for the Workman is worthy of his 
M^atx V. 9, 10, Or as St. Luh expreffes it, 
^he hahwrer is worthy of his Hirtx ch. x;. /• 
This Reafon ihevvs the true Senfe of the 
Precept I that it was not meant to take 
from them the Neceffaries and Convenicn- 
cies of Life, or to make Poverty a Part of 
their Profeffion ; but only to difcharge them 
of the Care and Solicitude of providing for 
themfelves s for they had a Right to be 
provided for, by thoie whom they ferved in 
the Gofpel : For the Labourer is worthy of 
bis Hire, 

And this further appears to be tho Senfe 

of this Precept in Luke xxii. 35. And he 

faid unto them, Wh^n I fent you without 

Purfe, and Scrip, and Shoes, lacked ye any 

T'hing ? And they faidi Nothing. Had it 

been 
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been his Intent to make Poverty a necefiarjf ' 
Qualification for the Miniftry, he would not 
have afked this Queftion, or received this 
Anfwer. But fo little did he intend it, 
that his Care fupplied the Want of theirs 
throughout their Journey, and enlarged the 
Hearts of the People towards them : ib 
that their Poverty was turned into Plenty ; 
and. they preached the Gofpel, without the 
Incumbrance of worldly Cares^ as having 
Nothingy and yet foffefjing all I'bings. 

As the Office of preaching the Gofpd 
was to be perpetual in the Chriftian Church, 
fo this Right of Maintenance was for ever 
to attend it ; for the Lord ardained^ as St» 
^aul tells us, that they which preach the 
Go/pel Jhould live of the Go/pel y i Cor, ix. *i 4. 
A Right on one Side infers a Duty on the 
other : if the Minifters of the Gofpel have 
a Right to be provided for, it is the Duty 
of the Faithful to provide for them ; but 
the Proportion of this Maintenance being 
no where determined, but Men left to give 
as their Circumldances enable them, aiKi as 
their Love and Honour for the Miniftry in* 
cline them ; what is given upon this Ac* 
count, comes to be conlidered as a Charity 
freely offered,' rather than as a Debt duly 

difchargcd : 
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difcharged : and as fuch, our Saviour has 
promifcd to accept and reward it. And fince 
in this Kind of Charity the Honour of his 
Name, and the promoting his Religion, arc 
moft immediately confulted, he has dif- 
tinguilhed it from all others by a more ho- 
nourable and glorious Reward ; He that re-- 
ceivetb a Prophet in the Name of a Prophet, 
Jhall receive a Prophet's Reward, &c. John 
xL 12. 

To receive a Prophet, fometimes fignifies 
to receive his Dodtrine, ^nd to become his 
Follower or Difciple; but in this Place it 
cannot fignify fo, for thefe two Reafons : 

Firft, Our Saviour himfclf diftinguifhes 
this Reception of a Prophet from the other 
Reception, which is obeying and hearken- 
ing to his Voice, in the 14th Verfe : Who-^ 
foever Jhall not receive you, nor hear your 
Words-, when you depart out of that Houfe, 
or City, jhake off the Dufi of your Feet. Had 
the fame Thing been intended by receiving 
and hearing a Prophet, the Words would 
have been thus connefted ; Whofoever fhall 
not receive you, and hear your Words ; but 
the disjundive Particle nor, (hews that they 
are here fpoken of as different Things. The 
nth Verfe, compared with this 14th, will 

determine 
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determine what is meant in this Place by 

receiving a Prophet : Into whatfoever City 

or T'own ye p^all enter f enquire who in it is 

wort by y and there abide till ye go thence, 

V. II. In the 14th it follows, Wbofoever 

jhall not receive you^ &c. that is, to abide 

with them ; which Abode implies, not only 

Houfe-room, but a Supply of fuch other 

Neceflaries as their Circumftances required; 

for it was to anfwer the Want of Gold and 

Silver, and fuch other Things as they were 

exprefsly forbidden to provide for them- 

felves. 

The fecond Reafon may be coUedled from 
the laft Verfe of .the Text : And wbofoever 
Jhall give to drink unto one of tbefe little 
Ones, a Cup of cold Water only, in the Name 
efa DifcipUy verily, I fay unto you, he Jhall 
in no wife lofe his Reward. It is manifeft 
that our Saviour here fpeaks of giving a Cup 
of cold Water only, as the lowed Degree of 
that Virtue which he was then recommend- 
ing ; for to fhew how acceptable an Offer- 
ing it would be to God, to receive a Prophet 
in the Name of a Prophet, he adds, that 
even a Cup of cold Water given in the 
Name of a Difciple, fljould not lofe its Re- 
ward. To receive a Prophet, therefore, and 

to 
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to give a Cup of cold Water to a Difciplc> 
arc Adts df the fame Kind^ though diflFcring 
in Degree; and confequently to recJeive a 
Prophet in this Place, is not an AS: of 
Faith or Obedience, but of Charity and Be** 
neficence. 

Ta receive a Prophet in the Name of a 
Prophet, is to receive him becaufc he is a 
Prophet ; upon Account of his Charadter 
and Office, and near Relation which he 
bears to Chrift. To be kind to our Friends 
and Relations^ and to adminifter Relief to 
the extreme Neceffities and Sufferings of 
our Fellow- Creatures, is, in fome Degree, 
to comply with the Cravings of Nature in 
ourfelves, and to provide for our 6Wit Eafe 
and Enjoyment: for the Pity and Cotti- 
paffion, which mifefable Objcfts faife in 
us, are attended with a Pain and Uneafinefs 
to ourfelves, no otherwife to be allayed, but 
by relieving the Mifery that caufed them. 
But when we relieve the Members of Chrift, 
becaufe of the Relation they bear to him, 
we aft then in the Spirit of true Chriftian 
Charity; and ihew ourfelves to be lively 
Parts of his Body : Rejoicing tvitb them that 
do rejoice, and fufiering with thofe who fuf- 
fer. 

The 
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The Excellency of Chriftian Charity is 
derived from this Dignity of its Object. In 
Morality we can rife no higher than to con- 
fider Men as Men^ as Partakers of the fame 
common Nature with ourfelves; and the 
natural Senfe we have of Mifery, is the 
Foundation of our Tcndernefs and Com- 
paffion towards others. In this Cafe/ the 
Regard we have for others is derived from 
ourfelves ; and our Love and Compaffion 
bear a Proportion to the Relation that is 
between us and them : our Children (hare 
as largely in our Afiedtions^ as they do in 
our Blood : next to them^ our Relations 
and Friends have the Preference : and in all 
Cafes, the Love of ourfelves is the Fountain 
from which oiir Love to others is derived. 
But Chriftian Charity flows from another 
Spring: here all the Affections terminate 
kt Chrift ; andt we kbow no other Relation 
but that which is derived from him, who is 
IJiod oDer the wbsle Family. And as the 
Lovd of Chrift H the Source of ChriAian 
Charity, fo i^ it the Meafure of it too j and 
tht Rule by which we muft ^juft our Love 
and Chairiiy to others,; he k our neareft 
Relation^ who is neare/l related to Chrift ; 
and is therefore the mod immediate Objedt 
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of our Love arid Charity. He that receheth 
you^ fays our BlefTed Lord to his Apoftles, 
receiveth me ; and be that receiveth me^ r^- 
ceiveth him that fent me. Then follow im- 
mediately the Words which I have now 
read to ypu, for the SubjeSl of this Difcourfe. 

In treating on which, I beg Leave to ob« 
ferve to you, . 

Firji, The fevcral Degrees of Charity 
mentioned in them ; and wherein the Ex- 
cellency of one above the other confifts. 

Secondly^ How truly Chriftian, and ex- 
cellent in its Kind, that Charity is, which 
is the End and Pefign of this annual So-, 
lemnity. 

I. If we begin our Account at the Verfe 
immediately preceding the Text, we fhall 
find four Degrees of Charity enumerated, 
and diftinguifhed from each other, by the 
feveral and diflin^t Promifes made to them. 
The firft is, That of receiving an Apoftle : 
He that receiveth you^ receiveth me. The 
fecond. That of receiving a Prophet : He 
ibat receiveth a Prophet in the Name of a 
Prophet^ Jhall receive a Prophet's Reward. 
The third. That of receiving a righteous 
Man : He that receiveth a righteous Man in 
the Name of righteous Man, Jhall receive 
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a righteous Man's Reward. The fourth. 
That of relieving the meaneft of Chrift's 
Difciples : Whofoever jhall give to drink 
unto. one of thefe little Onesy a Cup of cold 
Water only, in the Name of a Difciple, verily^ 
I fay unto yoUy he jhall in no wife lofe his 
Reward. 

Charity is diftinguifhed into thefe differ- 
ent Kinds and Degrees, by the Dignity of 
the Perfons who are the Objedls of it. For 
lince receiving a Prophet, fhall entitle us 
to a Prophet's Reward ; and receiving a 
righteous Man, to a righteous Man's Rie- 
ward ; it is plain that receiving a Prophet 
as far exceeds the Charity of receiving a 
righteous Man, as a Prophet is more excel- 
lent than he. 

To receive a Prophet, becaufe he is our 
Friend or Relation, is but a common De- 
gree of Kindnefs; the Honour muft be paid 
him becaufe he is a Prophet 5 it muft be 
done in the Name of a Prophet : fo that 
the Motive and Principle upon which wc 
a<9:, muft be taken into the Account ; and 
our good Deeds will receive their true and 
proper Value, from the Views and Regards 
with which they are done. 
- In this lies the Difference betvrcen the 

D 2 Chriftian 
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Chriftian and the Moral Virtue : the fame 
ObjeA appears not in the fame Light to 
both. Nature melts at the Sight of Mifery, 
and by a fccrct Sympathy feels what it fees; 
and relieves itfelf by adminiftering Comfort 
and Support to the Affli<fted: but Grace 
looks on the Sufferings of Chrifl: in all his 
Members ; and gives that AiSftancc to the 
Miferable for his Sake, which Nature gives 
only for its own. For this Reafon we find 
Chrift charging himfelf with all the Kind- 
neffes and A(5ls of Mercy fhewn to his 
Brethren and Difciples. I was an hunger^ 
edy fays he, and ye gave me Meat ; 1 was 
tbirfiy^ and ye gave me Drink i I was a 
Stranger, and ye took vie. in^ naked^ and ye 
clothed me; I was Jick^ and ye vijited me; 
I was in Prifon^ and ye came unto .u^. 
This Regard to Chrift, is the very Life and 
Soul of Chriftian Charity; and that only 
which can entitle our good Works to Re- 
ward at the hft Day : for our good Works 
themfelves have neither Merit nor Righte- 
oufnefs, but as they begin and end in Chrift : 
the love of Chrift is the Fountain of Chrift. 
ian Charity; and Chrift in his Members 
is the Objed: of it. 

This being the Nature of Chriftian Cha- 
rity, 
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rity^ It is plain that one Kind will differ 
from another in Perfed:ion, as it more near- 
ly approaches the Perfon of Chrift, who is 
the Objeft, and as it more ftrongly partakes 
of the Principle, which is the Love of 
Chrift. And by this Rule of Proportion, 
our Saviour has placed the feveral Degrees of 
Charity mentioned in the Text ; as will ap- 
pear by confidering the Charadlers and Re- 
lations of the Pcrfons, who are the imme- 
diate Objedts. 

The JPerfons mentioned are four Sorts : 
Apoflrles; Prophets; the Righteous; and, 
the little Ones. They are ranked according 
to the Dignity of their Charafters, which 
arifes from the Relation they bear to Chrift, 
who is Head over all. And under one or 
other of thefe Denominations, may every 
Chriftian be found : fb that we have here, in 
Truth, a perfect Scheme of Chriftian Cha- 
rity, and a Rule to direct us in the Choice 
of proper Objedls. 

The Apoftles, upon the Death of our 
Saviour, fucceeded to the Government and 
Dircftion of the Church : they were com- 
miflioned to feed and to rule the Flock in 
his Stead, and in his Name. Under them 
were placed Teachers and Paftors of difFer- 
D 3 cnt 
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cnt Orders, who are comprehended under 
the general Name of Prophets. 

Thefe Offices have been perpetuated in 
the Church by a conftant Succcffion of Men 
duly called to them ; and the prefent Go- 
vernors and Paftors of it ftand in the fame 
Degree of Nearnefs and Relation to Chrifl, 
that the Apoftles and Prophets did, .who 
went before them in the fame Work of the 
Miniftry ; and we muft Jo account of tbetni 
as of the Minijiers of Cbrijiy and Stewards 
of the Myjieries ofGod^ i Cor. iv. i. 

The two next Charadters belong to the 
Flock of Chrift ; who are not diftinguifhed 

^ from each other by any Difference in CKa- 
rader or Office, but only by their different 
Attainments in Faith; the Righteous are 
the flrong in Faith : the little Ones are 
the weak. The Righteous are thofe, who, 
as the Apoftle to the Epbefians exprefles it, 
are come unto a perfeSi Man, unto the Mea* 

fure of the Stature of the fulnefs of Chriji. 
The little Ones are thofe he calls Chil- 
dren i Unfettled in the Faith, and liable to 
be to (fed to and fro ^ and carried about with 
every Wind of DoSlrine^ Eph. iv, 13, 14. 

The learned Grotius reckons here but 
three Degrees, (for he leaves out the Apo* 

ftles. 
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ftles, who yet are plainly mentioned in the 
40th Verfe) and of them he fays, that they 
are tres Difdpulorum Chrijii Gradus. The 
Righteous he makes to be a middle Kind 
of Chriftian, between the little Ones and 
the Perfeft : and by Prophets he under- 
ftands only perfedl Chriftians, without Re- 
gard to any peculiar Office or CharaSer in 
the Church belonging to them. But this 
is* neither agreeable to the Language of 
Scripture, nor to our Saviour's Defign in 
this Place ; the SUaiot, the Righteous^ are 
always fpoken of as perfeft Chriftians: 
thoie who are to fliine forth in the King- 
dom like the Sun, are furely no mean or 
middle Kind of Chriftians; but they are 
called the Righteous. So in the 25th of 
^t. Matthew, thofe who at the laft Day 
fhall be entitled to eternal Life, are the 
Righteous. In the 12th of the Hebrews, 
the Apoftle tells them they are come — to 
the General AJfembly and Church of the 
Firji Born, which are written in Heaven ; 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the Spi^ 
rits of juji Men made perfeSl, xaH uFvtifjLoexri 
incaim TertKueafJtiym : Are the iUum, Rights 
tous, here fpoken of as middle Chriftians, 
D 4 where 
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where their diftinguifliing Character is, that 
they are made perfeSl ? 

Nor is the Word Prophet ever ufcd, where 
Chriilians in general are fpoken of i but it 
always denotes a peculiar Chara<3:er and Of- 
fice: he gave, fays St. Paul to the Epbefians, 
fomt ApoJileSf and fome Prophet Sj andfome 
Evange lifts, andfome Pafiors and Teachers. 
Where the Offices are thus diftindj;ly enu^ 
merated. Prophet denotes a diilin<ft Order 
in the Miniftry ^ but when it is ujfed gene- 
rally, it denotes the Paftors and Teachers 
of the Church, without Regard to their dif- 
tin<fl Orders: and in the Text, Prophets 
follow after Apoftles, in the fame Manner 
that little Ones follow after the Righteous : 
for as little Ones include all Degrees of 
Chriftians under the Righteoijs, fo Prophets 
include all Degrees of Paftors under Apor 
ftles. 

Befides, our Saviour's Defign in this 
Place was evidently to lay a Foundation 
for the Support of the Chriftiah Miniftry j 
he forbids them to provide for themfelvcs^ 
for this Reafon, becaufe they were Work- 
xnen worthy of their Hire, and ought to be 
provided for by others : and to encourage 
Men cheerfully to difcharge this Duty to 

them> 
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then)f he adds. He that receruetb youy re^ 
ceivetb me. And when this was his Defign 
and Intentic^, could he forget all Degrees 
of Teachers, but Apoftles, and yet be fo 
particular in reckoning up all Degrees of 
Chriflians ? It was neceffary to his Purpofe 
indeed i and to complete the Comparifon ; 
to mention the feveral Degrees of Chriftian 
Charity, that it might appear how highly 
he valued, above all others, that which was 
io be the Support of his Miniftry on Earth; 
and therefore having fhewn the Preference 
that was to be given to his Minifters, ac- 
cording to the Dignityof their Office, he 
proceeds to fhew, that others were but in a 
lower Degree, and were to be regarded ac- 
cording to their perfonal Attainments in 
Faith and Holinefs; which was evidently 
giving the Preference to his Minifters upon 
Account of their Office, before all others, 
how great foever their fpiritual Attainments 
might be. This was efFedually to recom- 
mend them to the Care of the Faithful, by 
ihewing, that by providing for them here, 
they, laid up for, themfelvcs hereafter the 
greateft Riches : for be that receivetb a 
Prop bet, in t became of a Fropbet^Jballre^ 
ceive a Propbefs Reward. 

From 



Digitized 



by Google 



42 DISCOURSE !!• 

From this Declaration, made by our Sa- 
viour, we learn what ought to give the 
Preference in Chriftian Charit/. The Re- 
lation which Men bear to Chrift, is the 
Foundation of the Love and Honour that 
are due to them ; and the nearer the Rela- 
tion is, the greater Love and Honour are 
due to it. Of his Difciples our Saviour faid 
in the Goff>el, Behold my Mother and my 
Brethren : no Wonder then that he fays to 
them here, be that receivetb youy recevoetb 
me. By this Rule our Kindnefs muft de- 
fcend from the greateft to the mcaneft of 
Chrift's Difciples ; and when it refts there, 
itjhall in no wife lofe its Reward. 

It were eafy here to ihew, the Title that 
thefe feveral Degrees of Charity have to 
their refpedlive Rewards ; but I fhould tire 
your Patience, (hould I run through every 
Kind ; give me Leave only to inftance in 
one, and becaufe it is moft applicable to 
our prefent Difcourfe, in that of receiving 
a Prophet in the Name of a Prophet. 

This Charity is entitled to a Prophet's 
Reward : and well it may ; for it is a Cha- 
rity that does a Prophet's Duty : by enabling 
him to do the Work of ||fs Calling, we 
fhare with him in it ; and preach the Gof- 

pel 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE 11. 43 

pel by the Mouth which we feed. It is 
St. Aujiin\ Obfcrvation concerning St. FauU 
that when he held the Garments of thofe 
who ftoned the Martyr Stepbefiy he did*^)w- 
nium Manibus hpidarei the Afliftance he 
gave to all, entitled him to the Guilt of all ; 
and made his Hand to be in every Blow 
that was ftruck : and certain it is, that the 
Aifiilance and Encouragement we give Men, 
either in the Good, or Evil, they do, will 
make us Sharers with them in their Merit, 
•or their Guilt. The Charge which St. Paul 
gives lUmothyy to lay Hands fuddenly on no 
Man, he fupports with this Reafon, Neitbff 
be Partaker of other Metis Sins; keep tbyfe^ 
pure. For be would have been chargeable 
with the Unworthinefs of fuch, as he fliould, 
without due Trial, admit into the Miniftry. 

— * Quando lapidatus eft Stephanus primus Martyr 
pro Nomine ChriftI, evidentius aderat et Saulus ; et fie 
aderat lapidantibus, ut non ei fufficeret fi tantum Axis 
Manibus lapidaret Ut enim eflet in omnium lapidanti- 
um Manibus, ipfe omnium Veftimenta fervabat; magis 
iaeviens omnes adjuvando, quam fuis Manibus lapidando. 
Auguji. de 5« Pauli Converjione, 

Inter Lapidatores Sancfti Stephani Martyris ibi erat 
ifte durus, et forte caeteris durior, omnium lapidantium 
Veftimenta fervabat, ut omnium in Manibus lapidaret 
Item in Pf. 147. 

By 
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By the fame Rule, to bring Men worthy of 
the OfRce, into the Miniftry; to fupport 
and encourage them in the Difchargc of 
their Duty; is to partake with them in 
their Miniftry, and muft be attended with 
the Reward that is proper and peculiar to it. 
The Work of the Miniftry is great, and 
xequires our whole Attendance ; it is the 
Prophet's Bufinefs to inftrud: the Weak ; 
to comfort the Afflidled ; to vifit the Sick; 
to rebuke Sinners ; and what time can be 
ilolen from theie neceftary Duties, is but too 
little to be employed in fearching the Ora- 
q|es of Truth, that we tnay know the pcr- 
ka Win of God in all Things : and if tb 
this, tlie Trouble of the World muft be 
added; and the conftant Care of fupporting 
Ourfelves and Families againft encroaching 
Poverty and Want; who is fufficient for 
thcfc Things ? Muft not the Ignorant want 
Inftru6tion, and ^ the Afflided Comfort, 
whilft the Prophet is employed in the 
meaner Cares of the World ? And may not 
fuch then, who, by their Bounty and Libe- 
rality, fet the Prophets of the Lord free 
/ from the World, and in a Manner confecrate 
them anew, and entirely to his Service, be 
properly faid to labour with them in the 

Work 
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Work of the Gofpel ? and as they partake ia 
the Work, ought they not likewife to par- 
take in the Reward ? 

The propcreft Method of exercifing this 
Charity, is by allotting fuch a Maintenance 
for the Minifters of Chrift, as may enable 
them to provide for themfclves, and thofe 
who depend on them : and of this Kind of 
Charity, the Piety of our gracious Sovereign 
has given a noble Inftance; which will make 
her Memory dear to all Ages in the Church 
of God ; and will, we doubt not, be an Ad- 
dition to the Crpwn of Glory referved for 
her in the Heavens. 

Next to its prefent Wants and Neceffities, 
Poverty has nothing more terrible in it, than 
the Fear of Futurity; nor is Life acquainted 
with a more anxious and diftrad:ing Care, 
than that which arifes from the Profped: of 
entailing Poverty upon thofe who are to 
cpitie after us ; and whom, by the ftrideft 
Bonds of Nature, we are obliged to provide 
for. After a prefent Maintenance therefore, 
the next Degree of Charity is to lighten this 
heavy Burden ; that the Minifters of Chrift 
may with Cheerfulnefs, and without Inter- 
ruption, attend the Service of the Altar; when 
they fee a Way open for the Support of their 
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indigent Families, when they themfelves^ 
their only prefent Support, fhall be taken 
from them. And this carries me to the fe- 
cond Thing I propofed, to obferve to you, 

IL How truly Chriftian, and excellent in 
its Kindj that Charity is, which is the End 
and Defign of this annual Solemnity. 

The Objefts of this Charity, are the 
Widows and Orphans of thofe who fpent 
their Lives in the Service of the Altar, and 
were found faith'ful in the Sight of God. 
Confidered in themfelves, they are not, I 
truft, the meaneft of Chrift's Difciples : the 
Example of their Hufbands and Fathers ; 
the pious Inftruftion under which they have 
lived; the regular Devotions to which they 
have been always accuftomed ; and their 
conftant Communion with the Church ; arc 
fure Pledges to us, of their Faith and Holi- 
nefs. But to their own, they add the Pro- 
phet's Claim to your Charity, who has left 
them nothing elfe to maintain them. The 
Age and Infirmities of the one, the Youth 
and Inexperience of the other; and the near 
Relation they bear to Chrift, by his Servant 
now at Reft with him ; contain all the Mo- 
tives and Arguments that can be ufed to ex- 
cite the Charity of a Chriftian. 

Were 
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Were this Poverty the EfFed of Luxury 
or Idlenefs, we might well be aflhamcd to 
plead its Caufe in public: but the Reafons of 
it are too well known ; and it is fo far from 
being our Reproach, that in fome Meafure 
it is our Glory : for notwithftanding the 
meaneft of our parochial Cures, and the Dif- 
couragcments of Want and Poverty, yet the 
Service of God has not been neglefted, nor 
his Altar forfaken : and the numerous Ob- 
jedts of Charity, that are to be found among 
the Defcendants of the Engltjh Clergy, are 
an Evidence on their Behalf, that they fed 
the Flock of God which was among them, 
taking the Overfight thereof not by con-' 
firaint^ but willingly i not for filthy Lucre 
Sake 9 but of a ready Mind. And let no Man 
grudge us this our Boafting ; that we can 
in this Church fhew more Labourers worthy 
of their Hire, who, without Gold or Silver 
in their Purfes, or Scrip for their Journey, 
preach the Gofpel of Chrift, than any other 
Church in the Chriftian World can do. 

Some who.fubfift upon the Charity of 
this Corporation, are living Teftimonies of 
the Faith and Conftancy of the Englijh 
Clergy, to God, and to their King. I {hall 
cafily be underftood to aiean the Widovvs of 

the 
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the fequeftered Clergy ; who ftill labour 
under that Poverty, which their Huflbands 
willingly chofe to fabmit to, rather than to 
iacriiice their Faith and their Allegiance to 
the Wickedncfs of the Age they lived in. 
And is this a difgraceful Poverty to the Mi- 
nifters of the Gofpel, which fo evidently 
bears the Marks of the Lord Jefus ? 

Never does Chrift more truly fufffer in his 
Members, than when his Members iufFer 
for him : nor can our Ads of Mercy ever 
more nearly approach him, than when we 
relieve thofe who endure Affliftions for his 
and the Gofpel's Sake. Here then, my Bre- 
thren, is Chrijl J ejus evidently fet forth he-- 
fore your Eyesy fuffering among you; fuffering 
in thefe Members, who inherit the Poverty 
of his Prophets; which they^ for his, and 
the Gofpel's Sake, embraced. 

Had the Parents of thefe Children been 
turned to the more advantageous Employ- 
ments of the World ; had they, with the 
Subftance which was fpent in their Educa- 
tion, and in fitting them for the Miniftry, 
bought any Knowledge but the Knowledge 
of the Gofpel ; it would have made an an- 
fwerable Return to them and their Fami- 
lies 5 for every Workman receives bis Hire, 

and 
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and a due Recompence for his Labour, ex« 
cept the poor Mmiftcrs of Cbrift, who have 
this only for their Comfort, that tAey arc 
worthy of it. 

It is this Poverty of the Prophet, which 
was the undeferved Lot of his holy Office, 
that now claims our Charity : and have not 
the Children a Right to afk in the Pro^ 
phet's Name, fince it is the Prophet's Po^ 
verty that afflids them ? Is it not juft that 
they fliould plead their Father's Relation 
to Chrift, for a Support under their prefcnl 
Wants 5 fince their Father's Relation t* 
Chriflhas entailed thefe Wants upon themP 

If therefore there be any Arguments for 
Pity, in Age ai^d Infirmities, oppreffed with 
Poverty ; or if Youth and Innocence, ex* 
pofed to Want, have any Charms to move 
Companion i if the Poverty of the Gofpel 
has any Right to a Chriftian's Charity;, or 
if the Chriftian Priefthood has for its Work's 
Sake, and its near Relation to Chrift, any 
Title to 'Love or Honour ; Behold ! how all 
thefe Motives unite to plead the Caufc that 
is now before you. 

If the leaft Charity, beftowed on one of 
Chrift's little Ones, ftiall draw down the 
Bleflings of Heaven upon us ; if to receive 
^ E a Right- 
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a Righteous Man, (hall entitle us to a Right* 
eous Man's Reward ^ and if by (hewing 
Mercy to a Prophet, we ftiall receive a Pro- 
phet's Reward ; what Rewards may we not 
expeift to reap from this Charity; where 
the little Ones and the Righteous are united 
into one Objecft, by fuffering under the fame 
common Calamity; and. where both have 
the Prophet's Name, and the Prophet's Po- 
verty to plead ? 

To thcfe Motives what further can wc 
add, but only our Prayers; that God would 
regard this poor Family of his Prophets, and 
raifc them up Friends for their Comfort; 
that he would open the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple towards them, for his Servants the Pro- 
phets Sake. 

And may the Charity beftowed on thefc 
poor Orphans, be ever had in Remembrance 
before the Lord. May he whom their Fa- 
thers ferved in the Gofpel, and with whom 
they now reft from their Labours, be ever 
mindful of the Kindnefs /hewn to his Houfc.- 
hold of Faith. 
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jLuKE ix. 54, 55. ' 

And when bis Difciples James andjobn/aw 
tbis, they f aid y Lord^ wilt thou that we 
command Fire to come down from Heaven, 
and confume them^ even as Elias did? But 
be turned and rebuked tbem^ and faid^ Te 
know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of 

WHAT Provocation the Difciples had^ 
to call Fire from Heaven to confume 
the Samaritans i may be learnt from the 51ft 
and following Verfes : And it came to fafs^ 
when the Time was come that be Jhould be 
received up, be Jledfajlly fet bis Face to go to 
yerufaiem 5 and fent Mejfengers before bis 
Face: And they went and entered into a Vil^ 
lage of the Samaritans^ to make ready for him. 
And they did not receive him^ becaufe bis 
E 2 Face 
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Face was. as tboHgb hf would ga to, Jertf^ 
falem. And when bis Difciples James and 
John f aw this, they f aid ^ Lordf wilt (bou 
that we command Fire to come down from 
Heaven^ and (onfume themt, even as Elias 
did? And he turned and rebuked them, and 
/aid, Te know not what Manner of Spirit 
ye are of For the Son of Man is not comt 
to dejiroy Men's Lives, but to fave them. — 
The Hatred between the Jews and Sama^ 
ritans was founded in a religious Contro- 
li^iffy ; and had proceeded fo far, that aU . 
Offices of common Humanity ha4 peafed 
between tliem i infomucl^ that when our 
Saviour ai(ked a \Vcm3en of that Country, but 
foif a little Water to drink, (he marvelled at 
it, and (aid, Honx> is it, tiiat thou being a ' 
Jew ajkeji Drink of me, which am a Woman 
if Samaria? John, i v. 9, The Reafon of her 
Wonder is ad^ed in the nejtt Words j For 
thet Jews bav€ no, Dealings with the Samaria 
tans. Fromi the 2otL Verfp of the ifamc 
Cljapter w^ may gather what the Founda- 
tjpn of this Quarrel was : Our leathers, fays 
the Woman, worjhipped in. this Mountain ; 
and ye fay, that in Jerufalem is the Plaice 
'V/Mere Men^ ^ff^gbt to worjh^* This Account 
i§ likewife cqniirmed by Jofepbus^ who tells 

us. 
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US, that there were perpetual Quarrele and 
Animbfitieb between the Je'ws and Samari^ 
tani^ dccafioned by a Conteft concerning the 
Holinefs of their Temples : the Ohc affirm- 
ing the Temple at Jtrufalem to be holy i 
and that all Jenvs ought to fend their Offer- 
ings thithef : the others affirming the fame 
concerning the Temple in Mount Gerizim. 
It was about the T^me of the PaffoVer, 
that our Saviour took this Journey to Jeru^ 
falefriy as we may collect from what is faid 
in the 51ft Verfe ; And it came to pafs when 
the Time was come that he ffiould be re- 
ceived up, he Jiedfajily fet his Face to go to 
yertifalfm* The Time that our Saviour 
was received up, we know, was at the Jew-- 
ijh Paflbver; and this Time being come, 
when this Journey was made, fhews it to 
be about the Time of the Celebration of this 
Feaft. And this may account, together with 
what has been already faid, for the unkind 
Reception which the Difciples met with 
in Samaria. The Samaritans finding them 
tipon a Journey to Jerufalem about the Time 
of the Paflbver, concluded that they were 
going to celebrate the Feaft there, and con- 
fequently were fuch as efteemed the Temple 
oi Jerufalem to be the true Place of Wor-^ 
E3 ihip. 
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{hip, and were Dcfpifcrs of the Temple in 
the Mount of Samaria. For this Reafon 
they rcfufed to afford them any Entertain- 
ment in their Village ; but fent them out to 
profecute their Journey, without the necef- 
fary Refrcfliments for it. This raifed the 
Indignation of the Difciples: they imme- 
diately call to Mind the Story of E/ias ; it 
was in Samaria that E/ias had deftroyed the 
Captains and their Fifties with Fire from 
Heaven ; the Place itfelf prompted them to 
imitate the noble Vengeance, that had once 
before been executed there ; they knew that 
a greater than E/ias was there now, and had 
been n:ore barbaroufly treated: why not 
then the like exemplary Punifhment? Why 
fhould not the Fire of Heaven come down 
to confume the Enemies of God's own Son, 
as once it did to deftroy the Enemies of his 
Prophet ? Warm with thcfe Thoughts, and 
full of Refentment for their Matter's Ho- 
nour, they apply to him. Lord, wiit thou 
that we command Fire to come down from 
Heaven and confume them, even as E/ias did? 
But he felt other Refentments than theirs % 
and turned about, and calmly rebuked them, 
faying, Te^ know not what Manner of Spirit 
ye are of. 

I have 
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I have been the larger in fctting forth 
the Circumftanccs of this Story, becaufe in 
fo many Inftances they are applicable to our 
own Cafe. It was Hatred that grew" out of 
a religious Controverfy^ that bred the Trea- 
fon of this Day : it was Fire, though, not 
from Heaven, that was called for to decide 
the Difpute: it was Zeal for Chrift, but 
not according to Knowledge^ that prompted 
to the Revenge : the Revenge was bloody 
and unchriftian; and to every One con- 
cerned in it does the Voice of Chrift reach, 
Te know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of. 

It would be endlefs on this Occaiion to 
run into the Controverfies that are between 
us and the Church of Rome : the Cafe we 
have this Day to plead with them, want? 
not the Support which the Righteoufnefs 
of our Caufe might afford it. Let them be 
the Difciples: let us be the Samaritans*, 
miftaken, nay, obftinately miftaken in our 
Religion : let them have all the Advantage 
that the Parallel in the Text can afford 
them : let them call us Heretics, Schifma- 
tics. Aliens from the Bodv and Church of 
Chrift : yet, after all, their furious Rage, 
and their cruel Thirft after Blood entitle 
them to the Reproof of their Lord, Te know 
not what Manner of Spirit ye are of 

E 4 Not 
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Not dl the boafted Advantages of their 
Church can juftify them in. the Cruelty. 
they ufc towards their Fellow-Creatures* 
Have they a Zeal and Love for Chrift? 
So had the Difciples. Are they provoked by 
the Indignities offered to him ? So were 
they. Have they Faith enough among them 
to work Miracles in his Name; and will 
they from thence juftify their Pradice i 
The fame Faith had the Difciples; fTi/t 
tJbou, fay they, t6at We command Fire to 
(ome down from Heaven^ You fee their 
Faith : they wanted nothing but the Lord's 
PermiiHon to do the thing : and yet, their 
Faith notwithftanding, we learn from the 
unerring Voice of Truth, that their Spirit 
was not right within them. 

But when we have confidered our Sa* 
viour's Judgment in this Cafe, and how far 
it extends, we fhall be better able to judge, 
to what Kind of Spirit the dark Contrivance 
of this Day is to be afcribed. 

The Cafe has been already ftated, and I 
need not repeat it : my .fiufinefs at prefent 
fhall be to confidcr, how far this Reafon of 
our Saviour's excludes all Ufe of temporal 
Punifhments in Matters of Religion, And, 

LI (hall briefly (hew that it holds in all 
Cafes with relpcift to Church-power. 

II. That 
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II. That the Argument does not zffcO: 
the Civil Magiftrate's Power; nor tye up 
his Hands from interpofing with the civil 
Sword in Matters proper for his Jurifdic- 
tion J however they may be pretended to be 
allied to Religion. 

III. I fhall apply what is faid to the pre- 
fent Occafion. 

I. As to the Perlbhs on whom the DiA 
ciples would have executed Vengeance, they 
were on two Accounts the Objelfls of their 
Wrath. They were Apoftates from the 
true Religion, ahd had eredted a Temple to 
themfelvcs on the Mount of Samaria. Bc- 
fides this, they had very inhumanly treated 
them and their Mafter. The Rule of Cha- 
rity is fo very plain in Scripture, and the 
Duty of forgiving Injuries fo cxprcfs, that 
I think perfonal Affronts and Injuries can 
with no Colour be pleaded to juftify Pcrfc-^ 
cution. And therefore the whole Weight 
of the Argument lies upon the Honour of 
God and Religion ; from which Topics the 
Dodtrine of extirpating Heretics fetches its 
main Support. But to this Argument our 
Saviour has furniOied us with a (hort but 
full Reply, Ver. 56. 7'6e Son of Man is not 
come to dejiroy Men's Lives ^ but tofave them. 

The 
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The Honour of God is bcft confulted, by 
complying with the gracious Defigns of his 
Providence ; and the Honour of Religion 
beft fecured, by promoting the Ends of it : 
and iince our Saviour has told us, that the 
Dcfign of his coming into the World, and 
the End cf the Religion he taught, w^as not 
to deftroy, but to fave Men's Lives ; there 
can be no greater Indignity offered to God, 
no greater Contempt fliev^rn of Chrift, or 
Blemifh cad upon Religion ; than to make 
Religion, which was defigned to fave Men, 
the Means and Inftrument of deftroying 
them. The Argument reaches to all Me- 
thods of propagating Religion which arc 
hurtful or injurious to Men, as well as merely 
deftroying them by the Fire or Sword i for 
the Son of Man no more came to injure or 
abufe Men, than he did to deftroy them : 
and therefore the Argument is equally ftrong 
againft injuring or abufing our Fellow-Crea- 
tures in order to propagate the Faith, as it 
is againft deftroying them. And very ftrong 
it muft be in both Cafes, fince it is our Sa- 
viour's own Argument. 

It is true, that all Puniftiments do not 
come under the Notion of Injuries or 
Abufes ; fince many are calculated for the 

Benefit 
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Benefit of Offenders.; to reclaim them to a 
better Mind, and better Manners : and con- 
fequently, all Punifliments will not come 
within this Argument of our Bleflcd Sa* 
viour : and therefore, notwithftanding'what 
has been faid, it may ftill be pretended, that 
there is Room for the Exercifc of temporal 
Punifliments (for of fuch only I fpeak at 
prefent) in the Cafe of Religion ; fince fomc 
Punifliments may be fubfervient to the End 
of Religion, and may help to fet forward 
the Salvation of Men. 

But however good a Reafon this may be 
for cxercifing temporal Punifhments in the 
Caufe of Religion, it can fignify nothing in 
the prefent Cafe, unlefs the Church be vefted 
with a Power of difpenfing temporal Pu- 
nifhments : for this Reafon cannot create 
a Power, where it is not ; it can only dire<ft 
the Exercife of it, where it is. And there- 
fore, to thofe who urge the Conveniency of 
temporal Punifhments in Matters of Reli- 
gion; we anfwer with ourBleffed Saviour, 
Te know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of: 
the Kingdom of Chrift is not of this World; 
nor is it to be eredted or fupported by worldly 
Power : he has not intrenched upon the 
civil Magiftrate^s Authority, or granted any 

Part 
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Part of their Coaimiffion to his Difciple^i. 
When St. Petir drew the Sword in hifc 
Defence, he commanded him to put up 
the Sword again into its Place, With thifi 
Thitatning, For all they nffb& take tbt 
Sioordy JbaU pmjh wtb the Sw^rd. And in 
his Anfwer to Pilate he declares, My King*- 
d^m is not of this World. If my Kingdom 
H»ere of this Worlds then would my Sern^ant^ 
fights that I Jhould not be delivered to the 
yews : Bui now is my Kingdom not from 
hence y John 3dviii. 36. 

This may fcrve to (hew the Meaning and 
Extent of our Saviour's Argument 5 and 
how contrary it is to the Genius and Spirit 
of the Chriftian Religion, to found its Faith 
in temporal Punifhments. The PoWer* 
which are derived to the Church from 
Chrift the Head of it, are purely fpiritual : 
the Punifliments (he inflidls, are of the fame 
Nature ; and the EfFed: of them generally 
fufpcnded till the Offender comeS to another 
World* It is juft Reafoning, I think, to 
infer from the fpiritual Nature of Chrift 's 
Kingdom/ and the fpiritual Power of his 
Minifters on Earth, that temporal Punifli- 
ments are not proper to enforce the Laws* 
and Edids of Chrift's Kingdom ; for fince 

the 
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the Kingdom is not of this World, the Pow-r 
crs beloi^ipg to thi$ Kingdom cannot be of 
this World. But how thofc, who derive all 
Charch Power a^d Authority from the Ma-» 
giftrate or the People, caji upon their awn 
Princi|)ks exclude temporal Puniftiments ift 
Matters of Religion, I cannot well conceive: 
for if the Authority be of thi§ World, the 
Magiftrate bears the Sword, to command 
Ohedience to hi§ Laws and Edi<^s ; and tho 
Exercife qf the Sword reaches as far as hi^ 
Authority goes ; and therefore if the Poweu 
of the Church is. founded in his Authority, 
It muft likewife be upheld by his Sword 5^ 
s^nd confequently, thofe who are for throw- 
ing all fpiritual Power out of the Church, 
and introducing into the Room of it, a 
Power derived from the civil Magiftrate, 
muft, tp e:s^empt the Confciences of Mei^ 
from a fpiritual Jurifdiiition, fubmit them t<y 
a temporal ; and leave them to truckle to 
the Power of the Sword ; which is irt its 
Confequentje, whatever it may be in its 
Principle, downright Popery. 

As the Power of the Magiftrate is by 
fome exalted in Matters of Religion, beyond 
all Proportion of Reafon ; fo by others it is 
as much depreffed, , 

Let 
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Let us therefore in the fecond Place pro* 
cced to (hew, that the Reafon of the Text 
does not afFedl the civil Magiftrate's Power, 
nor tie up his Hands from interpofing with 
the civil Sword, in Matters proper for its 
Jurifdi<5ion, however they may be pre- 
tended to be allied to Religion. 

The Foundation or Principle upon which 
the Magiftratc's Power has been both un- 
reafonably exalted and deprefled, is Liberty 
of Confcience. Though, to fpeak properly, 
on the one Side a Liberty from Confcience 
feems to be the Thing aimed at ; for which 
.Reafon all Regard to fpiritual Matters i» 
ftruck out, and the Magiftrate's Will fet 
up as the fupreme Law of Confcience; on 
the other Side a Liberty for Confcience to 
aft as it pleafes, is the Thing contended for; 
and therefore the Magiftratc's Power, in all 
Cafes where Confcience is concerned, is 
taken away, and Men fet at Liberty to zO: 
as their Confcience, how erroneous foever, 
fhall diredt them, without ControuL But it 
oxight to be remembered, that the Argu- 
ments drawn from the Nature of Religion, 
and of Chrift's fpiritual Kingdom, againft 
the Ufe of temporal Punilhments, are cx)n- 
clufive only as to the Minifters of that King- 
dom ; 
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dom ; and cannot extend to the civil Ma- 
giftrate : they, as thty arc Minifters oF a 
Kingdom purely fpiritual, can have no Claim 
as fuch to any temporal Power ; and there- 
fore they can exercifc none: they cohfi- 
der Men's Adtions with refpcil to the Con- 
fequences of them in another World, and 
therefore' they denounce the Puni(hments of 
another World againft Offenders : Knowing 
the terrors of the Lord, we perfuade Men. 
But the civil Magiftrate has a temporal 
Power ; and the Peace and Order of this 
World are his Care and Concern : it is his 
proper Bufinefs to confider the Adtions of 
Men with regard to public Peace and Order; 
without refpeding from what internal Prin- 
ciple they flow. If the Adions of Men are 
fuch as tend to difturb the Peace, or to de- 
ftroy the Frame of the Government over 
which he prefides ; whether they proceed 
from Cbnfcience or not, he is not bound to 
confider ;* nor indeed can he ; but it is his 
Duty to puniflb and to reflrain them. When- ^ 
ever Men's Religion or Confciencc come to 
Ihew themfelves in Pradice, ihey fall under 
the Cognizance of the civil Power : or 
whenever they branch out into Principles 
dcftrudtive of the civil Qovernment, they 

are 
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are then ripe for the civil Sword^ and may 
juftly be rooted out. Upon thefe Principles, 
I prefume there have been many penal Laws 
cnadted againft Popery in this Kingdom: not 
upon the weak Suppofition that no Man's . 
Confcience ever led him to be a Papift; but 
upon this known and experienced Truth, 
that whenever a Man's Confcience leads 
him to be a Papift, it leads him to be an 
Enemy tp the Conftitution of this Govern- 
ment ; and therefore the Government has a 
Right to fecure itfelf againft the Pra<3;icc$ 
of a profeffed Enemy, by the Terror rf 
temporal Punifhments, notwithAanding th« 
Pleas of Confcience and Rdigion. And 
ihould any Sedl hereafter arife, entering into 
Practices, or profeffing Principles deftruftive 
of the, legal Conftitution, the Magiftratc 
would have as good a Right to unfheath the 
Sword againft them, as at prefent he has 
to do it againft the Papifts : nor (hall it avail 
them, any more than thefe, to fay, they a<3; 
upon Principles of Religion or Confcience. 

As to mere Difference in Opinion, which 
ends only in Speculation, or influences only 
the internal Ads of the Mind, or produces 
only fuch external Afts as no Way concern 
the public Peace, I fee not how the Magif- 
tratc 
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trate can intcreft himftlf in them : but 
wherever Difference of Opinion is attended 
with Gonfcquences that may affed: the State, 
how can it ftand with Reafon, or public 
Good, to exclude the Magiftrate's Power in 
fuch Cafes ? 

Men often difpute againft penal Laws, 
under the Notion of their being Laws of 
the Church ; which of Right they never 
can be; for the Church has no Right or 
Authority to impofe penal Laws : they are, 
ftridtly and properly fpeaking, Laws of the 
State 5 they have for their End, as all other 
civil Laws have, the Good of the State, and 
are enafted to prevent the Growth either of 
Principles or Practices which are conceived 
to be dangerous : and I would fain know 
how the Subjeift's Confcience can bind the 
Magiftrate's Power from afting in its pro- 
per Sphere, which is to prevent all grow- 
ing Dangers to the State. There have been 
thofe in this Kingdom*, and there may be 
again, who found themfelves perfuaded in 
Confcience, that the Goods of Chriftians 
were common : fhould fuch a one come to 
fliare with you, as he would call it, in your 
Goods, or as the Law would term it, to rob 
you of them, would bis Confcience and his 
F mif. 
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mifunderftanding a few Texts of Scripture 
relating to that Matter^ be a good and jufti- 
fiable Plea in a Court of Juftice ? If it 
would, I dare engage, the Se& will foon be 
numerous: if it would not,, it can be no 
general Riile, that Confcience ought to be 
ezenopt from penal Laws. 

The Truth of the Matter lies in a very 
narrow Compafs : the Church has no Right 
to impofe penal Laws upon any Account : 
in Matters purely of a religious Nature, the 
State has no Right neither : but of fuch 
Matters perhaps there may be great Scarcity 
in the World ; for the Paffions of Men work 
themfelves into their religious Concerns; 
and the Controvcrfy grows iiifenfibly into a 
Struggle for Power and Superiority; and 
often breeds Convulfions that fhake the very 
Conftitution of the civil Government. And 
muft the Magiftratc fit ftill becaufe the 
Buftle is about Religion, and be told that 
he has nothing to do in it ? Surely it be- 
comes him to ftir and to drive Confcience 
out of the State to its proper Seat, the Heart 
of Man ; whither his Power neither can, 
nor ought to purfue it. 

In this Queftion of the Magiftrate*s 
Right, it matters not what a Man's Opini- 
ons 
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crns are, or how well or how ill a Man's 
Confcicnce is informed : for thus much iai 
certain, that the Magiftrate has no Right to, 
punifh Men for the Miftakcs in their Judg- 
ment^ or the Errors of their Confciences^ 
On the other Side, when the Magiftrate calls 
a Man to an Account fox his Aftions, I can- 
not fee that it is fo much as his Duty to en- 
quire, whether the Man took what he did to 
be a Part of his Religign, or whether he fol* 
lowdd the Did:ates of his Confcience or no. 
What can the civil Magiftrate have to do ia 
fuch Queftions ; or how can he arrive at any 
Evidence concerning the Truth of thcfc 
Matters ? The Nature of the Adtion lies 
properly before him, confidered in itfclf, and 
then in its Confequences ; and if it tend to 
Mifehief, to breed Difturbance in the State* 
he has a Right to punifti it, without confider- 
ing whether it be a religious A<flion or no. 

There would need no 'difputing.in this 
Cafe, if Men would attend to theJuftCon- 
jfequcnces of their own Principles. They 
lay it down for a Maxim^ that the Magif- 
trate has nothing to do with Confcience 5 
which is very true: but then they infer, 
that the Magiftrate cannot punifh Men for 
ading according to their Confcience; which 
F 2 is 
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is to fay, that his A6thority is fufpcndcd 
by the Plea of Confcience : and if fo, the 
Magiftrate, I think, will have more than 
enough to do with it; fince the People's 
Confcience will bind his Power in the Ex- 
ertife of the Sword, and he muft of Necef- 
fity in the Adminiftration of Juftice enter 
into the Examination of Confcience ; ^ for 
fince that is to be his Rule, he ought to 
know and to confider it. 

But if you would attend to the natural 
and juft Confequences of the Principle, the 
Truth will (land in a clear Light. The 
Magiftrate has nothing to do with Con- 
fcience : and therefore on one Hand he has 
no Right to bring Confcience to his Bar, to 
punifti the Errors or Miftakes of it ; or to 
cenfure even the Adions which proceed 
from it, unlefs they afFed that wiiich is his 
immediate. Care, the public Good, or the 
private Peace and Property of his Subjeds : 
on the other Hand, no one elfe can bring 
Confcience before him, or by the Pleas of it 
fuperfede his Authority in any Cafe proper 
for his .Cognizance. For the Magiftrate 
might well fay. The Adion is fuch as I am 
concerned to enquire into, Confcience I have 
nothing to do with, it does not lie before 

mcj 
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me, and therefore I fliall. not attend to its 
Pretences. Nor indeed is it poffible that 
he fhouldy fince it is in every Man's Power 
in all Cafes to plead Confcience ; which is 
never more eafily pretended to, than by thofe 
who have none. A Man under a criminal 
Accufation might as well refer himfelf to 
what was done in the Mogul* s Country, as 
to what pafled at that Time in his own un- 
fearchable Heart ; and the Magiftrate might 
with much more Reafon admit the Evidence 
in one Cafe, than in the other, where there 
is no Poffibihty of knowing the Truth. 

It may be thought perhaps by fome, that 
I have been pleading all this while for the 
Magiftrate's Right to perfecute the Subjedl 
upon Account of Religion ; and fo I have, 
if there be any Religion which indifpenfably 
obliges Men to difturb the public Peace, to 
pervert the Ways of Juftice, to be injurious 
to their Brethren, either in their Life, or 
Property, or good Name ; for thefe Things 
certainly the Magiftrate ought to punifti and 
corredl. But if this be what all Religions 
univerfally difclaim, and abhor, there is no 
Danger that any Man fhould fufFer merely 
for his Religion, becaufe the Magiftrate has 
a Right to punifli Sedition and Rebellion, 
F 3 ancl 
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«ind to do juftice in Cafes of private In- 
jury and Oppreflion. One may be nuftakcn 
in his Notions of Religion, and yet in his 
political Capacity, as touching the Laws of 
bis Country, he may be blamelefs ; and as 
long as he continues fo, his Miftakcs are out 
of the Reach of the Magiftrate's Power. 

The Reafon of the Cafe extends as well 
to Doftrines as to PraAices : the Magiftrate 
has a Right to fupprefs all fuch as are per- 
nicious to the State. In Queen Elizabeth's 
Time, there were fome who maintained as 
a Point of Religion, the Unlawfulnefs of 
Women's Government: (hould the Do<ftrine 
be revived at this Day, 1 imagine that the 
Plea of Religion would not atone for the 
Malignancy of the Opinion. 

What has been faid may ferv€ to mark 
out to us the jud Limits of fpiritual and ci- 
vil Power* The Minifters of Chrift are not 
of this World, and therefore they have no 
Right to extend their Mafter's Kingdom, by 
the Exercife of worldly or temporal Power : 
the civil Magiftrate is of this World, and 
the Aflfairs of it are his proper Care ; from 
which he ought not to be excluded by any 
Pretences or Pleas of Religion : nor will this 
bring any Man under Difficulty upon the 
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Accbunt of pure Religion, which never in- 
terferes with the Magiilrate's Right; but 
where Men build upon religious Dodrines 
or Pradlices deftrudtive of civil Government, 
they muft anfwer to God for perverting 
Religion, and to the Magiftrate for difturb- 
ing the Public. 

Laftly^ It remains only that we apply 
what has been faid to the Occafion of this 
Day. There are but two Things which 
the Church of Rome can infift on, both of 
which are determined againft them by the 
Dodrine of the Text. For ift. Whatever 
Differences in Religion there are between 
us, yet they are unjuflifiable in the Methods 
they ufe for our Converfion. And 2dly, 
Notwithftanding all their Pleas of Religion, 
the civil Power has a Jlight to punifh their 
Pradtices, and did juftly exercife that Right, 
in bringing the Contrivers and Adtors of 
the bloody Tragedy of this Day to an open 
and a fhamcful Death. Thefe are but the 
neceflary Confequences of what has been 
already difcourfed, and therefore I (hall not 
trouble you with enlarging on them. 

How juftly then may we expoftulate 

with the Church of Rome the Cruelty of 

this Day, in which they outdid even them- 

F 4 felves. 
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felves. Depofing a King, which they have 
often attempted, was not their Work ; en*- 
flaving the Nobility, which is their com- 
mon Praftice, was not their Aim ; they had 
prepared a richer Sacrifice to the Triple 
Crown, and intended to expiate the OiFencc 
of the Nation again ft the Pope, by the noi» 
bleft Blood which it ever produced • 

Could they have buried our Laws and 
our Conftitutions in one general Ruin, they 
had then Hopes of fucceeding in their At-r 
tempt. Thefe Children of the World are 
wife in their Generation ^ and rightly judge, 
that to confound the Peace of the State, 
and the Purity of the Church, is their only 
Way to prevail againft both ; fince nothing 
can make their Dominion tolerable, but 
Anarchy and Confufion ; nothing their Rcr 
ligion, but Atheifm and Infidelity. 
♦ But God prevented their Malice, and 
turned their Mifchief upon their own Heads. 
In Memory of which Bleffing this Day was 
defervedly diftinguiflied in the Englijh Ca- 
lendar : which Piety of our Anceftors has 
defcended upqp us their Pofterity in new 
Bleffings ; and this Day has been again 
confecrated by the Deliverance of- thefe 
Kingdonis out of the Hands of the fame 
implacable Enemies. 

There 
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There is nothing an EngUJhman has more 
to fear than the prevailing Power of Popery ; 
and fo univerfally it is dreaded, that Popery 
muft ever be a Millftone to the Neck of 
any Caufe to which it is but fonmch as 
generally fufpedled to be allied j and this, I 
prefume, has been well underftood by thofe 
who have always been labouring to infufe 
the Fears and Jealoufies of it into the Minds 
of the People, and to clog the Work of the 
Government with the Sufpicions of it. If 
there be any Afperfion, which Men fhould 
make a Confcience of cafting upon their 
Rulers, it is this, which contains whatever 
can be thought on to render a Man odious. 
To defign the Advancement of Popery, is 
to defign the Ruin of the State, and the 
Deftrudtion of the Church; it is tofacrificc 
the Nation to a double Slavery, to prepare 
Chains both for their Bodies and their 
Minds. 

What Intereft is to be ferved by foment- 
ing thefe Jealoufies, is, I think, hard to be 
underftood : the Proteftant Succeffion is efta- 
bliflied by the Law, and what further Secu- 
rity can be had, muft rife out of the Affec- 
tions of the People ; which will not be in-» 
creafcd by perfuading them, that they ftand 

fufped:ed 
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fufpcdcd in the Opinion of thofe who may 
be one Day their Governors. Should thcfc 
Jealoufies fo far prevail, (as we truft they 
cannot) as to render one great Part of the 
Vcoplc of England (ufpeOicd to the Princes 
abroad, what Strength would the Proteftant 
Socceffion gain by thefe Means ? Would 
not the Confequence be, that this Part of 
the People would begin to imagine their 
Cauie prejudged, and think with lefs Pleafure 
upon the Security, which now they eileem 
as their great Bleffing ? What may grow 
cut of fuch mutual Diftrufts in Length of 
Time, (hould they once prevail, I cannot 
tell, but no Good, I am fure. They who 
heartily wiih well to the Succeffion, will 
endeavour that there may be a mutual Con- 
fidence and good Opinion, between the 
People and the Princes of the Blood, that 
whenever the Time comes, which muft rob 
us of our dearefl Blcfling, they may afcend 
the Throne neither fufpeding nor fufpeded; 
but may be received with as much Joy, as 
the Circumilances of that fad (and I hope 
far diftant) Day will admit of. Let the 
People be told how fully they inherit the 
Virtues of their Royal Anceftors, that no 
Diftance of Time or Place can ever efface 

their 
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their Love for our common Country ; but 
let none but theirs and their Country's £ne- 
ipies infinuate, that there is any Caufe for 
mutual Fears and Jealoufies between them- 

But whatever our Fears are, let them be 
fo far fufpended at lead, that we may enjoy 
the Eafe and TranquiUity which the piLfent 
aulpicious Reign affords. Let not ali our 
Zeal for our holy Religion be fpent in quar- 
relling and difputing about it ; but fome of 
it be (hewn in our dutiful Behaviour to our 
Governoi-s, in mutual Love and Charity. 
Let the Purity of our Religion be exprei&d 
in the Innocence of our Lives ; that when- 
ever God fhall be pleafed to deliver us from 
the Scourge of War, we may be in fuch a 
Difpofition to receive the Blefling, that 
Mercy and T!ruth may meet together^ and 
Righteoujnefs and Feace kifs each other. 

Above all, let us earneftly contend with 
God in Prayer for Mercies upon our good 
Queen ; that (he may be long continued to 
us I that he would give Peace in her Time; 
that no Demerit of ours may rob us of the 
invaluable Bleffings we enjoy in her ; that 
whenever fhe, ripe for Glory and Immor* 
tality, (liall be called to everlafling Peace 
and a better Crown, that then lie would 

with 
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with a more efpccial Eye of Mercy and 
Tendcrnefs regard thefe orphan Kingdoms, 
and hide them under the Shelter of his 
Wings, till the Danger be overpaft. 



DIS- 
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2 Sam. xxiii. 3, 4. 

"^bi God of Ifraelfaid, "The Rock of Ifrael 
Jpake to me I He that ruleth over Men 
muji be jujiy ruling in the Fear of God: 
And be jhuU be as the Ligbt of the Morn^ 
ing when the Sun rifethy even a Morning 
without Clouds \ as the tender Grafsfpring- 

' ing out of the Earthy by clear jhining after 
Rain. 

TH E Words read to you, are faid to be 
the laft of Davids and uttered by the 
spirit of the Lord, whofe JVord was in his 
7'ongue. They are by fome Jewi/h Inter- 
preters referred to the Days of the Meffiah^ 
as foretelling the Rightcoufnefs and Increafc 
<5f his Kingdom for evermore : but in this 
Senfe, they can no otherwife relate to the 
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Meffiahf than as they are pointed at him 

through Davids who was a Type of that 
Great Prince of Peace and of Righteouf- 
nefs ; and confequently, in their natural and 
literal Scnfe, they regard the temporal Go- 
vernment of David, and fjand as a fit In- 
ftrudion for the Princes of the Earth. 

There is like wife fome Doubt of the 
Time when thefe Words were firft fpokcn : 
whether this Admonition and Promife were 
given David upon his firft Entrance on his 
Kingdom, as a fure Direction to guide him 
through the Difficulties of Empire ; and by 
him delivered as his laft Words^ and the 
beft Legacy which he could bequeath^ to 
thole who were to fucceed him in the 
Throne of Ifrael: or whether they were 
firft conceived and uttered by Dan)id in the 
laft Scene of his Life, and left with the Au- 
thority of a dying Father to his Sons, as 
containing the true Secret ci governing hap- 
pily ; which he had learned, both from long 
Experience, and from the Influence of the 
Spirit oi God. But in whichfoever of thefe 
Views we confider the Text, it comes to 
the fame Thing; and we have the Iruc. 
Art of governing, by which a Prince may 
raider himfelf and bis People happy, de- 
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(cribed to us by the Wifdom of the Divine 
Spirit. He that ruleth over Men muji bi 
jujiy ruling in the Fear of the Lord. . 

It is an Happinefs that we may juftly 
glory in, that thefe Words are a propar 
Theme for this Day, the Subjedk of which 
is the Acceffion of our Prince to the Throne* 
Such a Defcription of the Ruler's Duty pro- 
duced on the like Occafion, would in many 
Places be efteemed a Reproach to the Prince i 
and could yield no Fruit to the People, but 
a Senfe of their Misfortune* Unhappy Coun- 
tries ! where even fuch Scriptures have the 
Sound of Treafon; but with us, the brighter 
Light they are placed in, the more Honour 
they reflect on the Throne, the greater 
Comfort and Confolation on the People : for 
though the Merit of good Government be 
the Prince's proper Praife, yet the Benefit 
of it is univerfaly and reaches even the mean- 
eft of his Subjedls. 

The Profperity of a Prince, who rules in 
the Fear of the Lord, is reprefented to us, 
in the latter Part of the Text, under very 
beautiful Similitudes: He jl^all be as the 
Light of the Morning j when the Sun ri/eth, 
even a Morning without Clouds. The Sun is 
the great Spirit of the World, in the Light 
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of which all Things are made to rejoice j 
perpetual Spring attends his Courfe ; all 
Things revive at his Approach, and put on 
a new Face of Youth and Beauty :' Winter 
and Froft lag behind him ; Nature grows 
deformed^ and the World fickens at his 
Departure. What the Sun is to the World, 
the fame is a good Prince to his People : 
he is the Life and Soul of the Public ; his 
Influence produces Beauty, Order, and Re- 
gularity, and fo animates every Member, 
that the whole Society is Harmony and 
Peace. This Difference there is, the Sua 
in his meridian Glory, ftrikes fome Parts 
with too fierce a Fire, and the Field fades 
under the Heat which fhould refrefh it : 
but the juft Prince, like the rifing Sun in 
a clear Morning, (hines with kinder Rays, 
and his Juftice being always tempered with 
Love and Mercy, can never be deftrudlive. 
As this Similitude fets before us the 
Bleffings derived from a juft Prince to his 
People, fo does the next reprefent to us the 
Stability of Kingdpms fo happily direfted. 
That Government is always in its Youth 
and Vigour that is under the Management 
of a wife Ruler j its inward Conftitution is 
healthful, and fo confirmed in Strength, that 

it 
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it ftands fecure from outward Dangers: 
He Jhall be as the tender Grafs Jpringing out 
of the Earth by clear Jhining after Rain. 
There cannot be a more lively Image of a 
flourifliing Condition, than what is conveyed 
to us in thcfe Words. The Grafs which 
is forced by the Heat of the Sun, before the 
Ground is well prepared by Rains, is weak 
and languid, and of a faint Complexion: 
but when clear Jhining fucceeds the gentle 
Showers of Spring, the Field puts forth its 
beft Strength, and is more beautifully ar- 
rayed than even Solomon in all his Glory. 
Such is the Splendor, fuch are the never- 
fading Glopies of a Kingdom, whofe Prince 
ruleth in the Fear of the Lord. 

The Text thus explained leads us to 
coniider, 

Firji^ The Character of a good Princct 
cxpreffed in thefe Words, He that ruleth 
over Men muji bejufty ruling in the Fear of 
God. 

Secondly^ How great a Bleffing a jull 
Prince is to his People; which is repre- 
fented under the Similitudies of the riling 
Sun, and the flourifhing Grafs fpringing 
out of the Earth. 

Firji, then, we are to confidcr die Cha- 
G rafter 
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radter of a good Prince expreffed in thefe 
Words ; 'He' that ruletb over Men muji be 
jujlf ruling in the Fear of God. 

Juftice, in the limited Notion of the 
Word, as it fignifies a due Execution of the 
Law, an equal Diftribution of Rewards and 
Punifliments, to the Obedient and Difobe- 
dient, makes but a Part of the Defcription 
of a good Governor; that which fills up 
the Character, is a more extenfive Virtue, 
influencing the whole Condud: of a Reign, 
and denotes rather the general Habit of Vir- 
tue, than any particular Adts that flow from 
it. What this Virtue is, may beft be un- 
dcrftood by comparing it with that, which 
is the true Meafure of it, the Fear of the 
Lord. And thus the Text has taught us to 
explain the Notion, referring us evidently to 
the Fear of the Lord, as to the proper Rule 
and Meafure of that Juftice which it requires 
in a Ruler : He that ruletb over Men ntujl 
bejufl\ what is meant by juft, the follow- 
ing Words inform us i Ruling in the Fear 
of God. 

The Fear of God is in all Cafes the Be- 
ginning of Wifdom, as being the true 
Foundation of Religion ; the Principle from 
which the Knowledge of our Duty, as well 
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as our. Obligation to Obedience, is in all In- 
flanccs deducible* It is d Principle which 
extends to all the Stations and Circumftances 
of human Life ; and will teach the Prince, 
as well hpw to govern, as the Subjcft how 
to obey. 

Now the Fear of the Lord either means 
a juft Senfe'of the Attributes of God, or 
elfe neceflarily fuppofes it ; for Fear always 
follows, and what is determined by the 
Conception we form of the Thing, or Per- 
fon feared. If we join to great Power great 
Malice, and a fettled Refolution to do Mif- 
chief, the Obje<5t fo clothed, ftrikes with 
Terror and Confufion, and the Refult is art 
abjed:, flavifti Fear ; if we add to unlimited 
Power, as great Goodnefs and Benevolence, 
fuch a Being creates in our Minds, Awe 
and Reverence, and repleniflies our Hearts 
with filial Fear and Veneration. To knov^r 
the Difference between the Fear of a Fa- 
ther and of a Tyrant, we muft neceflarily 
confult our Ideas of both, by which only 
we can difiinguifh the Paflions. To aft 
theriefore under the Fear of God, is one and 
the fame Thing as to be influenced by a 
juft Senfe of his Power, Holinefs, and othef 
divine Pierfedlbns ; and to rule in the Fear 
Gz pf 
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of the Lord, is fo to goiferny as being alway$ 
under the Senfe of his Power and Hplinefs^ 
as being eyer in the PrefcnGe of hira^ whg 
is King of Kings, and {^ord of ]Liords. 

It is this Senfey which will m^ake Princes 
become true Fathers of their People: fof 
when they confider>^that they ftapd in the 
Place of God, the conamon Father of Man- 
kind ; that thofe, who are made fubjedt t9 
their Po\ycr, are the Sons of him^ who put 
the Reins of Government into their Hands > 
they muft needs treat, their People like their 
Children, as confcious to themfelves of e:j{- 
ccu.l;ing a Father's Power ^ and knowings 
tl^t they fhould be inji^riQus to him above' 
thenij as well as to thofe. below them^ 
fhould they ui^e his Authority in a Way iu>t 
fuitable to his Chara(3;er. Could a Princf 
abu£b hi^ Authority^ to the gratifying hi^ 
Luf): or PajSion^ had he this Senfe before 
his Eyes ? Could he think it reafonable t<^ 
iXial^e the Power of God execute the corrupjt 
Deiigns of a Man's Heax 1 1 In th? private 
Affairs of Life, there is nothing leaves n 
fouler Stain up6n a good Character, tha^ 
the Abufe of a Truft, which extends perr 
haps only to the Guardianfhip of a few In^ 
:^i|ts ^d a, fmajl H^il^te; apd yet a.Man th^|^ 
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proves unjafl: to his Friend in fo fmall a 
Concern, in neglefting the Intercft of the 
little Family committed to his Care, is 
looked upon by all> as abandoned to the 
Senfe of Honour and Virtue. The Reafon 
of this Refentment is plain ; becaufe every 
Body fees that the Father left his Friend, 
his Power and Authority over the Family 
and Eftate, that he might become a Father 
to them in his Stead : and this is underilood 
to carry with it fuch an Obligation, that an 
honeft Man is more careful and induftrious 
in the Concerns of others, than oft-times he 
is in his own. A good Prince governs with 
the fame Sentiments, which are ever fug- 
gefted to him by the Fear of God: he x:on- 
fiders his People, as the Family of the Al- 
mighty, over which he is placed by the 
Appointment of Providence; as Orphans 
comtnitted to his Care, whofe Profpcrity 
and Happinefs depend entirely on his Con- 
duft : the Will of God is always the Rule 
by which he ufes the Power of God ; and 
in every Inftance of Government, he does 
die very Thing which he judges God would 
do, were he perfonally to determine the 
Cafe himfclf t for a Prince fo inftrufted, 
feeks not its own fVill^ but the Will of him 
^bafent him. 

G 3 This 
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This is a general Account of the Prince's . 
Temper and Difpofitiont who rules in the 
Fear of the Lord. If we carry the View 
through the Particulars of Government, we 
fhall difcover more diftindly the happy In- 
fluence of this religious Principle. 

The royal Authority being the immediate 
Power of God, has no more immediate 
Concern, than to promote the Service, and 
to eflabliih the Honour of God in the 
Hearts of Men ; it is but a natural Tribute 
for Princes to pay their Maker, to provide 
that thofe whom God has made to be their 
Subjefts, (hould not ceafe to bb his Servants. 
Befides, this is a Cafe recommended to them 
both by their own, and their People's Inttfr- 
• eft : it is not in the Power of the beft 
Princes, to make all their Subjects equally 
happy ; Poverty and Diftrefs will be the 
uncomfortable Companions of fome, in the 
moft flourifhjng Kingdoms : but Religion is 
a Way open to Happinefs, to which the 
Rich and the Poor have equally Admit- 
tance; it is that only which can make all 
Circumftances of Life eafy, and is neceflary, 
as well to teach us Aow to abound, as how to 
fuffer need: for this Reafon then, a Prince 
concerned for the Hippincfs of his People, 

cannot 
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cannot be unconcerned for the Jntereft of 
Religion. . But further : The Welfare and 
Profperity of civil Societies, as fuch, depend 
upon the Influence v^hich Religion has upon 
the Minds and Manners of the People; 
human Laws are often tranfgrefled with 
Impunity ; often eafily evaded ; and fbme- 
times, for want of due Execution, they lofe 
their Force and Vigour : but the Law never 
dies in an Heart fcafoaed with Religion, 
and confcious to itfelf, that it owes Obe- 
dience to the Ruler, not only Jbr fFratb^ 
but for Confcience Sake. Faftion fometimes 
grows too ftrong for lawful Power; and 
who then fhall fefrain the Madnefs of the 
People, who already think themfelves fupe- 
rior to their Prince, and know none higher 
than he to be afraid of? Religion only can 
fubduc the wild PafEons of Men, and make 
the Ruler fccure againft their Attempts ; fb 
that in this Senfe it may be truly faid, that 
the Throne (hall endure for ever, which is 
eftabliihed in Righteoufnefs. 

Thefe Advantages can never be wanting 
under the Condud: of a Prince, who go- 
verns in the Fear of the Lord : the Senfe 
of his own Duty, and his Regard for the 
Honour of God^ will incline him in all 
G 4 Cafes 
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' Cafes to promote and encourage the Servide 
of his Maker ; and to fill up that Charader, 
which, when juftly fuftained, is both the 
Ornament and Strength of the Crown, De^ 
fender of the Faith. To fuch Princes the 
Church of God owes her temporal Profpe- 
rity, her liberal Maintenance, and, in great 
Meafure, even the Purity of her Religion : 
to fuch {he owes the Temples of God, 
which are in every Nation the truefl Indi- 
cations of royal Piety and Magnificence : To 

fuch Princes But whither am I going ? 

Methinks, my Country chides me, whilft 
I deal to fuch Princes in common thofe 
Praifes, which feem to be the diftinguiflbing 
Marks, the Excellencies peculiar to our 
own. Happy Britain ! that canft fo eafily 
difcover the Features of thine own Prince, 
whenever the Image of a good one is fet 
before thee. Religion indeed is fo much 
both the Praftice and the Care of our good 
Queen, that in this Refpedt her Enemies 
(if fuch a Princefs can have Enemies) muft 
confefs, that the World has feldom feen her 
Equal, never her Superior. In the midft 
of outward Pomp and Glory, how conftant, 
how regular is her Devotion ; how juft and 
becoming her Behaviour in the Prefence of 

God, 
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God, that even thofc who attend at the 
Altar may profit by the Example ! With 
how tender an Eye of Companion did^(he re- 
gard the Poverty and Diftrefs of the Chrift- 
ian Prieflhood; and how did ihe confult the 
Honour of God and Religion, providing by 
her royal Bounty^ that the Altar fhould be 
attended, not by the Servants of Men wait- 
ing for Bread, but by the Freemen of the 
Lord! Ages to come {hall give Glory to 
God for her, when they fhall behold thofc 
Monuments of her Piety, which arc now 
but juft rifing from their Foundations ; a 
Glory that%will not be the lefs hers, though 
we acknowledge (as in Juftice and Grati- 
tude we always muft) how readily her faith** 
ful Commons enabled her to fupport the 
Charge of fo expenfive an Undertaking. 

This Profpeft. is ib pleafant, that here I 
could delight to dwell; but the Time, which 
ipends much fafter than my Subjedt, bids 
fne proceed. 

Let us then take a tranfient View of the 
happy Effects of this religious Principle^ 
the Fear of God, in the political Govern-p 
ment of a |uf): Prince. 

Human Nature is much the fame in all 
Parts of the World; there are the fame Paf- 
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fions and Inclinations to be found in Men 
of different Countries ; and therefore it is 
in vain to iearch Nature, to fiild the Caufes 
why fomc Nations enjoy inward Peace and 
Tranquillity, whilft others are expofed to 
Mifery and Confufion. The Difference 
ieems to lie in thefe two Points ; the Laws 
and Conflitutions of feveral Countries, and 
the Execution of thoie Laws. Princes, who 
can forget the Charadler of their Mafter, 
whofc Power they exercife, may eafily for- 
get the Character of their SubjeAs, over 
whofe Perfons they reign; and though be 
that rukth aver Men ought to be jufl, be- 
caijfe Men are rational Creatures, and have 
a Right to be governed by the Laws of 
Rcafon and Juflice ; yet it is no Wonder 
that the Ruler who does not fear God, 
fhould not regard Men. Power and Great- 
nefs arc in themfelves great Temptations, 
mighty Corrupters of the Heart of Man ; 
and unlefs there be the Fear of God to re- 
ftrain thofe evil Effed:s of worldly Grandeur, 
it mufl happen, that he that has the moft 
Power will be leail able to ufe it well; 
and confequently Want of Religion in the 
Prince mufl always End in the Slavery and 
Mifery of the People. But when a Ruler 

ads 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE IV. 91 

afts under the Senfe of God's fupreme Do- 
minion> and knows that there is no proper 
legiflative Power, but that of the Almighty 5 
that the Part entrufted to him is a Ray iflu- 
ing from the Divine Fountain ; he will fo 
ufe his Power as not to difgracc the Giver 
of it, and exert it in Laws and Conftitu* 
tions, worthy of the great Original from 
whence they flow : fuch Laws muft always 
be Honour to the Throne, Sifety and Prof- 
perity to the People. 

With us the legiflative Power is more 
happily adminiftered than in any known Part 
of the World; and I may have Leave in 
this augufl: Aflfembly, to congratulate with 
my Country, that flie lives under no Law 
that is not of her own choofing: a Privi- 
lege, which is the Glory of Britain, pur- 
chafed with the Blood of our Anceflors, and 
ought never to be parted with, but together 
with our own. But how is this Happincfs 
completed, when we have a Princefs upon 
the Throne, as ready to give Life to any 
Law for the public Good, as her People 
can be to aflc it 5 who takes no other Plca- 
fure in her Power, but in making it benefi- 
cial to her Country ; and then only thinks 
fhe reigns, when ihe can do good to Man- 
kind! 

Whole- 
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Whdcfome Lav^s^ whatever Tendency 
they have to public Good, have no Effcdt, 
but £18 they afe prudently adminiftered, and 
vigoroufly executed ; the Welfare therefore 
6f Kingdoms does in great Meafurc. depend 
Upon the fteady and wife Exercife of the 
ciccutive Power: for though the Touch 
of the Sceptrfe may animate the Law^ and 
give it Being ; yet it is this Power which 
gives it Energy add Operation, and teacheS 
it how to influence the Lives and Manners 
«)f the People -, how to make them at once 
good and happy- In the Management of a 
corrupt Ruler, it is oftentimes made a Snare 
to the Lives and Fortunes of the befl: Sub- 
}t&$ ; but where the F6ar of God diredts 
thd Prince, the Law is always a Protedtion 
to the Innocent^ a Terror to the Wicked^ 
Ift all human Laws there is an Imperfec-j 
tioti, which would often make Juftice de- 
generate into Cruelty, were not the Rigour 
of the Letter left fubjedt to be moderated 
by ^h* Reafon and Equity of the Governor; 
for it being impoflible to form a Rule that 
fhall regard all the various Circumftances 
that attend human Adions, the Law can in 
many Cafed confider one Adlion but in one 
Light, and annexes the fame Punifhment to 
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the ^mc Crime, wherever found, not cwf 

fiderii^g wh^t it cannot fprefee, the Aggrar 

vations or Alleviations which may arife fvom 

the Cijrcumftances of Offenders : apd yet in 

the Eye of Reafon and Equity there is m 

truer M^xsm than this, Dup cum faciunt 

idem^ noK ^ id^m ; from whence it com^ 

to pafs, thj^t pftentimes the material AfitipOt 

and the (noral Ad^ion, that is, the A<^.ioa 

coniidered in all its Circumflances, are 'm 

one and the i^me Inilance of different 

Kinds ; in . which Cafe the Letter of th« 

Law oiay find a Crime, where Res^fon aed 

Equity can find no Crioiinal; qr at legft 

not one defervmg to fuffer the Severity of 

the l-aw. This is the proper Field for the 

Exercife of royal Mcrqy ; for arbitrary Mer^ 

cy, that does not regard the Offender*s Me-i- 

rit» is rather Humour than Goodnefs, and 

is deftrudtive of the Conftitution ; whereas 

trae Mqrgy always fupplies the Defccfts of 

it : for the Mercy of the Prince is npt op* 

poft?d to the Cruelty of the Law (for the 

Law ha$ no Intention to be cruel), but it 

comes ia tq relieve the Law againft the 

lmperfe(3:ipns to which all human Conftitu-^ 

tions are fiibjeft. Juftice herfelf is blind, 

SMid waftts tho. rgyal. Touch, which gives 

her 
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her the Eyes of Mercy to diftinguifh be* 
tween the Crimes of Malice and Inadver- 
tency. 

From this View of the executive Power, 
it is eafy to judge how great the Difference 
is between a Prince who rules in the Fear 
of the Lord, and one who has not God in 
all his Thoughts. Even Mercy, the choiceft 
Flower of the Crown, and which has the 
kindeft Afpedt on the Subjed:, may in an ill 
Hand become oppreflive to the People ; 
and fo it always does when it is ufed to 
countenance or proted: the Wicked againft 
Jufticc ; and to fet thofe who do not love 
the Law, above the Fear of it : but when 
the Sword of Juftice is fent forth, not to ex- 
ecute the Will of Man, or ferve his Paffions, 
but to purge the Land from Iniquity, and 
to root out Oppreffion from the Earth ; 
when Mercy follows clofe behind, to fcreen 
the ignorant, the inadvertent, the unfortu- 
nate Offenders, who finned not out of malici- 
ous Wickednefs, from the rigorous Blows of 
Juflice ; then may it properly be faid, that 
Mercy and Urutb are met together \ Right ^ 
eoufnefs and Peace have kiffed each other. 

I fhould injure the Character of our excel- 
lent Queen, fhould I feem to labour in the 
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Application of thefe Praifes to her, which 
are fo much her own, that I doubt not but 
every one here has been beforehand with 
me, in bleffing God for thefe rare Endow* 
ments of his Priiicefs. Some Reigns, how- 
ever full of Glory, yet give us a fecret Horroh, 
when we fee our Annals ftained with the 
richeft Blood of the three Kingdoms ; when 
we fee the Sword always naked, but cannot 
difcern the Hand that guides it, and are left 
doubtful whether it ftrikes the Blows of 
Juftice or Refentment. But Pofterity (hall 
find no fuch Pain in reading the Hiftory of 
thefe Times, which will appear as one con- 
tinued Scene of Glory and Happinefs, and 
ftiine like the Morning Light when the Sun 
rifethj even like the Morning that has no 
Clouds. And this leads me in the fecond 
Place to confider, 

2. How great a Bleiling a juft Prince is 
to his People, which is reprefentcd, in the 
Text, under the Similitudes of the rifing 
Sun, and the flourifhing Grafs fpringing out 
of the Earth. 

Good Laws duly executed are as much 
the Happinefs of the People, as they are 
the Support of the Crown j without them. 
Liberty would be our Ruin, and, infteadof 

enjoying 
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enjoying our Freedom^ we (hould perlfh in 
our htcentioufnefs \ for Liberty does not 
confift in being free from all Rcftraints ; if 
it did, the wild Inhabitants on the Coaft of 
Jtftica might more juftly boaft of their 
Liberty, than we do. Civil Liberty is the 
Child of the Law» and thrives beft under 
the Guardianfliip of its Parent-; and there- 
fore a juft Prince, as he will moft regard 
the Law, will always be the beft Patron 
of his People's Liberty ; fuch a Prince has 
noicparate Intereft from his Country; he 
looks upon himfelf as the Head of the Body; 
and if any Member grieves, he fuffers with 
it : he can never caft an envious Eye upon 
the l^rivileges of his People, which he 
efteems as his own, and values even as the 
Jewels of his Crown. How happy are the 
People who are in fuch a Cafe; how blcfled 
is the Nation whofe Vx\xiQ^ fearetb God I 

For, further, the very Example of fuch 
a Ruler has a natural Tendency to promote 
the Peace and Welfare of the Kingdom. 
When; Virtue fhines from the Throne, it 
warms the Hearts of all below it, and the 
Advantage of the Station gives it an Influ- 
ence not to be relifted; Religion in the 
Height of Greatneis is an amiable Sights 

and 
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and the Peopk will infenfibly learn to imi- 
tate what they cannot help admiring. Would 
it not teach the haughtieft Mind Humility, 
to fee Majefty itfelf lie proftrate at the Altar, 
imploring the Divine Affiftance with fuch a 
Senfe of its Dependence, as is but rarely 
found in the loweft Fortune? Muft it not 
fhame us into mutual Kindnefs and Benevo- 
lence, when we fee with how uncommon a 
Love the Princefs embraces all her Subjefts, 
even the worft deferving; imitating the Ex- 
ample of Divine Mercy, which makes the 
Sun to rife both on the yujl and on the Vn-- 
juji? Can the People refufe Submiffion to 
fuch a Prince ? Can they fcruple to follow the 
Law as the Rule of their Obedience, which 
they fee their Princefs fubmitting to as the 
Rule of her Government. 

Laji/yy There is one Thing more, which 
comprehends in it all that a Nation can wifli 
for, and which always attends the Govern- 
ment of a juft Prince; I mean the Bleffing 
and Protection of Heaven. As Kings are 
the immediate Minifters of God, fo are they 
his immediate Care ; he ruleth both their' 
Hearts and their Hands, and turneth them 
as feemeth beft to his Wifdom, It is eafy 
for hirt to punifh the Wickednefs of a Prince 

H and 
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and his People, by making foolifti the Wif-* 
dom of their wife Men, and only fuffering 
them to choofe their own Deftrudlion ; it is 
as eafy to reward the Good, by eilabliflhing 
the Heart of the Prince in Council and ia 
Wifdom, and guiding him infenfibly into 
the Road of Honour and Prosperity. Time 
would fail me to fet before you the Inftanccs 
of God's Judgments and Mercies. Thofe 
of the former Sort (bkffed be his Name) 
have no Relation to this Day ; and for the 
ktter, you might juftly blame me> fliould I 
fearch for foreign or for diftant Examples* 
when our own Country and otfr own I'imes 
furnifti us with fuch ample Materials : "Tins 
Day^ as it is my SubjeB^ fo (hall it be my 
Witnefs alfo ; and I need call no othef to - 
prove the Happinefs of a People, whofc 
Prince ruleth in the Fear of God. 

The Virtues of the Royal Blood of J5rr% 
tmn were never more amiably poilefled than 
now, when the Majejiy of the Crown is 
difplayed in the Softnefs of her Sex who 
wears it, and fecms rather to invite than 
to command Obedience : fb equally are the 
Graces mixed, that her Authority creates 
no TcrrOT, her Mildncfs no Contempt ; fo 
tender is ihe of the Privileges of her People, 

' ' that 
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that the Nation muft ever praife her^; fo 
juft to the Rights of the Crown» that her 
Succeflbrs will never blame her. Her Reign 
in every Refpcdl has been fo juft a Tran- 
fcript of the Conftitution, that Time perhaps 
may make it doubtful, whether our excels 
lent Conftitution were not a Copy drawn 
from the Exaipple of her Government, 

If the State may thus rejoice in the Care 
of her Princefs, the Church has equal Right 
to boaft of her Protedion. Our Queen was 
born within her Pale, and learnt betimes to 
know and love her : when the Fears of Po- 
pery furroundcd her, and when every Pro- 
fpeS, wherever fhe turned her Eyes, was 
dark and gloomy i when fome who wore her 
l^onoMxs^ forfook her Caufe, and fome fi- 
lently lamented her Condition ; in that Day 
of her Dijftrefs, oar Princefs mifliked her 
• not, but followed the worji of her Fortunes, 
till the Wifdom of Providence has raifed her 
at laft to become the Author of her beji^ to 
be a nurfing Mother to the Church and all 
her Children. 

Whilft Britqin has been thus cheriihed^ 

thus happy at Home, under the Influence 

of a mild Government, fhe has not been lefs 

glorious abroad, extending her victorious 
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Arms to every Country, either to proteft 
her Friends, or to fubdue her Foes. We 
had been fo long unaccuftomed to Succcfs, 
that it was thought a Conqueft not to be 
fubdued; a Triumph, to defend ourfelves : 
the Britijh Vidtory feemed to pine for her 
ancient Heroes, her Harrys, and her- Ed^ 
wards, and fcarcely lived upon the faded 
Honours of Crejfy Field and Agincourt, till 
the Genius of this Day arofe, and taught, 
lier once more to gather frefli Laurels in dif- 
tant Countries. To fuch a Height of Glory 
has this Female Reign arrived, fuch Honour 
and fuch Triumphs has it brought our Na- 
•tion, that (hould any future King prove un- 
fortunate, Britain perhaps, grown fuperfti- 
tious upon the Succefles of her ^een^ will 
wifh, He had been a Woman. 

But great as thefe SuccefTes were, yet 
.ftill they brought a Grief with them, which 
cafily found its Way to a compaffionate 
Heart : the Queen could not hear of Vic- 
tory without lamenting the Lofs of her 
brave Countrymen, without pitying even her 
^conquered Foes; and fo tender a Regard 
has fhe for Mankind, that, notwithftanding 
all thefe Honours of the Field, (he reckons 
it the Glory of her Reign, that jfhe has 
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flopped even the Triumph of her Arms, by 
Peace : and gave the harafled Nations leave 
to refpire. 

Onie Thing only flie wants to complete 
her Happinefs, to fee her Subjedts unite in 
Love and mutual Confidence -, to fee thofe 
Heats and Animofities buried in Oblivion, 
which threaten the Peace of our Ifrael. 
But why do I fully the Glories of this Day, 
with mention of our Divifions, thofe Wounds 
of our Country, at which her beft Life flows 
out, and leaves her fickly in the very Seafon 
of her Youth, and whilft all her Honours 
bloom frefli around her ? How earncflly has 
the Queen commanded, exhorted, entreated, 
nay even begged of you to forget your Re- 
fentments ? And could yoii but offer up to 
her the Quarrels of your Country, it would 
be a more welcome Prefent, than fliould 
you lay the Treafures of both Indies at her 
Feet. 

Thus happy in the Affeftions of her 
Queen, Britain mufl ever think of her with 
Joy and Pleafure : and yet one Circumftance 
there is that often gives her Pain, always 
when (he refleds, that her Princefs is mor- 
tal ; witnefs, her late Diftraftion, when un- 
certain Fame varioufly reported her Prjncefs's 
H 3 lllnefs. 
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lUncfs. Not Rome was more difroaycd when 
Hannibal yfzs at her Gates; every Thing 
was Fear and Confufion^ and Men began to 
look fufpicioufly on each other^ as if in 
every Face they had feen a Foe ; the ^rea-- 
fury of the Cuy, one would have thought 
was plundering; and yet no Enemy was 
near, but Britain in her Diforder was% prey- 
ing on herfclf. 

Blcfled be the Power, the Almighty Pow- 
er, that has difpelled thefe Fears 1 Let every 
Heart be lifted up in Praife to his holy 
Name, who hath given Life and Salvation 
to his Servant, and hath not iienied the Re^ 
queji ofhtx Lips. 

And yet when (he requejled Life, it was 
for her Country's Sake, and not her own ; 
her Mortality is what ftie oftener and more 
willingly thinks on than we do; and when- 
ever ihe does, finds nothing to difturb her 
Mind, but the Concern for her People, who 
will be left behind her : a Concern that has 
more than once been expreffed in the moft 
generous Regard to Pofterity, by providing 
for the future Peace and Happihefs of thefe. 
Kingdoms, in the Settlement of the Crown 
on the ILLUSTRIOUS House of Hano- 
V£R. A Blefling, for which tlie Nation 

can 
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can never be thankful enough. But it raifes 
an Indignation unbecoming this Day^ to hear 
fame pleading their AfFedlion to this happy 
Settlement^ as a Mark and Diftin<ftion of 
their Party; a Settlement, which is unde- 
niably our common Good, and, I truft alio, 
our common Care. But let no Profpedt of 
diftant Happinefs, how entertaining foever, 
render us infenfible of the prefent Good we 
enjoy ; but let every Wifti that looks to the 
Succcjflion, center in this Point, that me 
may never fee it ; that our Country may ne^ 
ver lofe it: whilft we live, m^y f^i^ ^^y 
retutn (and whilft it does return, it always 
will) with ffefh Honour : but when we are 
forgot; when fhe, who is our Glory, is called 
to a better Throne, may late Pofterity enjoy 
the Fruits of her Care, in deriving the 
Crown upon fo noble a Family- As long 
as our Wiflies are confined within thefe Li- 
mits, there is no Reafon to make a Secret 
of our AfFedions to the Proteftant Succef- 
fion ; it is an AfFedtion which every Lover 
of his Country ought frankly to proclaim ; 
which is the proper Way of keeping this 
common Concern from becoming a Party 
Caufe ; and ftilling thofe Fears and Jealou- 
fies, which are deftrudivc of our Peace and 
Happinefs* 

H 4 May 
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May he, who ftilleth the raging of the 
Seas, and the Noife of their Waves, and the 
Tumult of the People, fend us Peace and 
Concord, and Minds capable of enjoying 
the Bleflings which he has fo plentifully 
fhowered on us: and to complete our Hap- 
pinefs, may he add Length of Days to our 
Gracious Sovereign, and continue her to be 
a Comfort to her People, till fhe fhall as 
far furpafs the oldejl of her Predeceffors^ in 
Number of Tears ^ as fhe has already outdone 
the bravejl^ in Honour and Glory. 
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Acts vii. 25, 

For he fuppofed his Brethren would han)e 
under jiood how that God by his Hand 
would deliver themi but they under/iood 
not. 

THE Text is Part of the dying Speech 
of St. Stepbeny which he delivered to 
the High Prieft and the People, juft before 
he was offered lip a. glorious Sacrifice for 
the Truth of the Gofpel of Chrift. The 
Defign of it was to fet before the People of 
Jfrael the Hiftory of their Redemption from 
Slavery and Idolatry, and to ftir them up 
to attend to the prefent Offers of Peace 
through Chrift Jefus, by fhewing them the 
fatal Miftakes they had often made in de- 
fpifing or abufing former Mercies. Mofe's 
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was their great Prophet and their Lawgiver ; 
Mofes ,was in the higheft Veneration among 
them ; for his Sake, and to preferve the Au- 
thority of his Laws, they refufed to hearken 
to any other Teacher; and therefore rejedled 
the Gofpel as tending to fubvert the Con- 
ftitutions of Mofes. Yet how was this Man 
received ? How was this Deliverer enter- 
tained ? Was he not evil-intreatcd ? Was he 
not, before he could work their Deliverance, 
forced to feek his own by an hafty Flight 
from them into the Land oiMidian? When 
he appeared in the Spirit of the Lord, to 
avenge the Wrongs of his People, and fmote 
the Egyptian who opprefled the IfraeUte^ 
the very next Day he was reproached by 
his Brethren for the Murder, as they called 
it: for he had given them a Provocation 
which it feems they could not bear ; he bad 
jhewed bimfelf unto them as they fir we ^ and 
would have Jet them at one again ^ foying^ 
Sirs^ ye are Brethren; why do ye wrong one 
to another t So far did the private Paffiona 
and Re&ntments prevail againft the Con- 
iiderations of public Safety, that delivering 
them from the Egyptians was no Merit* 
becaufe he endeavoured alfo to deliver them 
from one another. 

Ta 
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To draw Parallels between the Hiftories 
in Scripture^ and thofe of our own Times^ 
is fo ilippery a Subjed):, fo liable to be in- 
fluenced by the Paffions of the Speaker, 
who can eafily overlook the Circumftances 
which fuit not with his View, choofe out 
and adorn thofe which do; that in fuch 
Applications of Scripture Hiftory, there is 
▼eiy great Danger of miffing the Scripture 
Dddrine, and publishing our own partial 
Sentiments, under the Cover of the Book of 
God, which was given to corre<a: and amend 
them. I (hall therefore, without trying to 
fhew you how like we are in all Refpe<fts, 
or in any, to the People of Ifraeh, or how 
nearly our Enemies refemble the Egyptians i 
confTne myfclf to fuch Obfervations, and 
fuch Applications of them, as naturally 
arife from the Text and our own Circum* 
ilances. 

Firft then, we may obferve from the 
Text, that Mofes^ though raifed by God in 
a wonderful Manner to be the Deliverer of 
his People, yet fell under great Difcourage- 
rtients from his Countrymen for whofe Sake 
he was raifed up. 

The People oi Ifratl, at the Time of the 
Birth of Mofes^ were under fo fcvere a Bon- 
dage, 
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dagc, that there was no human Profpeft of 
Deliverance: thofe who were of Strength 
fufficient, were held to fuch conftant and 
hard Labour, that they had neither Time* 
nor Ability to contrive any Thing for them- 
felves. Could it be expeded that any Ge- 
nius fhould arife from among the Brick- 
kilns, to reftore the Liberty of lfrael\ or 
that one employed from his Childhood in 
gathering Straw fhould attempt to fet up 
the promifed Kingdom? And that mere 
Srength and Number might not prevail, the 
Egyptians had taken care to deftroy the 
Male Children of Ifraeli fo that the Pro- 
fpedl for the next Generation was even 
worfe than what the prefcnt had. But the 
Providence of God turned thefe Circum- 
ilances to his own wife Ends. Had not the 
King of Egypt commanded the Male Chil- 
dren to be deftroyed, Mofes^ it is probable, 
• had been bred as he was born, a Slave, and 
fent, as foon as he was able, to take his 
Share of the hard Labour impofed on his 
Countrymen : but by being expofed for Fear 
of the cruel King's Command, he fell into 
the Hands of the Princefs of Egypt ^ and had 
his Education even in the Court of Pha^ 
roah, and became learned in all the Wifdom 
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of the 'Egyptians y and was mighty in Words 
and Deeds. By this Means he was qualified 
to undertake the great Work which God 
had prepared for himj and IfraeU though in 
the loweft Condition, had one to go before 
them, who had been brought up in the Dig- 
nity of a Prince ; and yet though he had 
, lived in the Plenty of Egypt ^ and flouriflied 
in the Court of its great King, he forgot 
not his diftrefled Countrymen, but he par- 
took in all their Miferies, with an AfFeftion 
which became him who was one Day to be 
their Deliverer, One would think that 
thefe Circumftances, together with the Pro- 
phecies relating to their Deliverance, (hould 
have pointed out the Perfon intended by 
God to bring about their Redemption: Mo- 
fes himfelf thought he fhould at leaft have 
been favoured by his Countrymen in his 
noble Enterprize for their Service ; be Jup-' 
pofed his Brethren would have underjiood how 
that God by his Hand would deliver them : 
but, as it follows in the Text, they underjiood 
not. This was fo difcouraging a Circum- 
ftance, that he fcems to have laid afide the 
Thoughts of being able to ferve them ; he 
found, thatto accomplifli the Peliverance 
of Ifraelf.ho. muft ftruggle as well againft 

the 
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the Ifradite^ as the Egyptian^ and fubdue 
the Slaves in order to their Redemption^ as 
vrcll as the Tyrants who oppreiTed them« 
And yet notwithftanding this Blindnefs of 
the Peopky the Murderer, as they called 
him> was ordained by God to be their Prince 
and Deliverer ; and they were at laft hap* 
pily convinced of their Miftake, by receiving 
at his Hand the Bleilings promifed to their 
Forefathers. 

fVom whence we may learn, in the fe*- 
cond Place, what Confidence and Truft we 
ought to put in God for the Deliverance of 
his Church and true Religion, notwith<p 
Aanding the hopelefs Profpe^ which ariie 
from human Aiiairs. 

Had we been to judge by the Rules of 
human Wifdom and Policy* what Hope 
was there that Mofes fliould be the Deli- 
verer of that People, in whom he had fo 
little Intereft, that he was forced to fly from 
them for his own Safety ? But the Counfels 
of God are not to be defeated either by the 
Folly or the Madnefs of the People ; and 
his Purpoi&s fhall ftand, be thofe whom he 
intendd^to punifli never fo furious or out- 
rageous, or thofe whom he intends to fave 
never fo weak and blind to their own In* 

tereft. 
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tcreft. And indeed, were fuch great Eveatg 
to be guided by human Counfels, a Nation 
might be deftroyed before they could agree 
in what Method^ or by what Means to be 
faved ; fo varioufly arc Men drawn by their 
Paffions and their Intereft, that it is very 
difficult for them to concur in preferving 
what all are equally concerned to preferve. 
In thefe Circumftances, it is very natural for 
Men to dwell upon the melancholy Profpe<9:, 
and to forebode that Ruin to themfelves 
and their Country, which feems to be the 
juft Confequencc of fuch diflxaAed Coun- 
fels: but they ought to relied:, that there is 
one higher than all, who can ftill tl^ Rage 
of the People, and bring Peace and Safety 
out of Tumult and Diforder, with as much 
Eafe as he produced Light out of Darknefs^ 
when he (aid. Let there be Lights and there 
was Light. Were it not for the Comfort 
arifing from this providential Care of God 
over the World^ the beft Thing a Wife 
Man could do for himfclf, would be to get 
out of it as foon as he could ; the only 
Way to fecure himfelf from the Miseries and 
Calamities which Men by their Folly and 
ihtiT Wickednefs are perpetually drawing 
down upon themselves and others. Nay, 
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could we depend upon this Care and . Pro- 
tedlion of God no further than our Own 
Merits would juftify our Expedtation, wc 
might have Reafon ftill to defpond. But as 
there is another Time in which all Mea 
ihall yield an Account of their own Doings ; 
and as God has greater Views oftentimes in 
faving and deftroying Nations, than punifli- 
ing or rewarding the prefent Inhabitants ; 
and as Mercy and Goodnefs incline him to 
deal gracioufly with Sinners, in allowing 
them further Means and Opportunities of 
Repentance and Amendment, we may rear 
fonably hope from his Mercy and Goodnefs 
to be more favourably dealt with, than our 
Confciences, if ftriftly examined, can give 
us Ground to expeft. And if ever thefe 
Hopes are juftifiable, then moft certainly 
they are, when the Honour of God is im- 
mediately concerned in the Event; and 
when the Truth of that holy Religion 
which Chrift fealed with his own Blood, is . 
Part of the Controverfy. The People of 
Jfrael had as little to boaft of on their own 
Behalf as other Nations; but they were cho- 
fcn by God to bear his Name, to be Wit- 
nefles of his Truth in the dark Ages of the 
World, to prepare the Way for the coming 
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of our Lord and Mafter^ and though they 
were often aiHi£ted> yet they were as often 
reftored^ till at kft they were utterly rejed- 
ed for denying that great Prophet^ for whole 
Sake» and for the Completion of the Pro* 
phecies relating to him, they had been fo of«> 
ten and fo long preferved. 

Thefe are the Obfervations I had to make 
to you from the Words of the Text. The 
Application of them to ourfelvcs, is what I 
believe every Body fees, as well as myfelf. 
And yet I beg your Patience, whilft with 
all Truth and Sincerity I difcharge my Du^ 
ty and Conicience as a Minifter of this re-f 
formed Church, now openly attacked by ifi 
profefled and inveterate Enemies. Since tHs 
Beginning of the Reformation in this Kiog^^ 
dom, we never had fo good a Profpcft of i 
firm £ftabli(hment of the Protdftaiit Reli^ 
gion, as at this Time ; and yet I vcrily^ think 
we never had Icfs Sehfe of it;:.our'Delivcr- 
apce is near us, but we uniiBrftand it not. 
Whilft we have been ftriving together about 
Things^ however dear to us, yet ftill: oflefi 
Confequence moft certainly than our Libera 
ty and Religion^ we have been in Danger of 
being fwallowed up by the. common. Eoie^ 
my; and the People^ never till now. infoa^ 
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fible of the Fears of Popery, have ftood by 
iinconcerncd, fcetning, as it were, to invite 
that Slavery and Oppreflion, which cojd 
their Forefathers fo much Blood and Trea* 
fure to get rid of. Could you have thought 
that this Soil, fo often watered and enrich- 
ed by the Blood of Martyrs, fhed by the 
cruel Hands of Popiih Tyranfiy, fo often 
xniraculoufly faved by Providence from Ro^^ 
man Slavery and Superftition, would ever 
yield fuch Fruit as this? Thzt England, 
famed throughout the World for the Bul- 
wark of the Proteftant Religion; hated by her 
Enemies, and envied even by her Friends^ 
for the bcft eftabliihed Church in Cbrijien-^ 
doniy ihould fo fer forget herfelf, and the 
God who faved her^ as to look with any 
Patience upon thofe Chains from which (he 
was fo laitely delivered.. It is ftill more fur- 
prifing, that this (hould happen at the very 
Time when Providence feems to have laid 
the beft Fonndatioa for our Peace and Se- 
curity, by fettling a Proteftant Prince in the 
Throne of ihefe Kingdoms, happy in Heirs 
to fucceed him in his Crowns, and to per- 
petu^ the Blefiing of Liberty and pure 
Religion to thefcf Nations. Whatever wc 
think! of this Advantitge^ cur Enemies cer-i 
•-. . ^ainly 
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tainly judge right of it ; they forcfee, that if 
this Settlement prevails, their Hopes are at 
an End, and therefore they are ready to ha* 
zard all to difturb and overthrow it : and it 
feems to have been the main Point of the 
Policy of the Court of Rome, with Refpedt 
to thefe Kingdoms, from the earlieft Times 
of the Reformation, to fecure themfelves 
againft a Succeffion of Proteftant Princes. 
When we have had a Profpedl of this Hap- 
pinef^y then we have been attacked with 
their utmoft Fury j Rome .has plyed all her 
Engines to prevent this Foundation being 
laid amongft us, of lafting Peace and Secu^^ 
lity. At other Times, when the Succeflioa 
has been doubtful, and (he had any Hopes 
of feeing one of her own Communion exalt- 
ed, (he has moved by gentler Steps, and her 
Fury has been abated by the Hope of fway- 
ing the Sceptre of a Son of her own. 
^ If we Jake a (hort View of this Period, 
it will help not only to convince us of the 
Truth of this Obfcrvation, but alfo to give 
us a juft Profpedt'of the Security and Hap- 
{)inefs, which are now prepared for us, if 
we do not ob(linately (hut our Eyes againft 
the Things which make for our Peace. 
The Refomiation had it$ firft Rife here 
1 2 in 
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in. the Days of Henry the Eighth; ht went 
fo far as to throw out the Pope, though at 
the fame Time he ascaloufly maintained Po- 
pery. The firft Breach happened upon the 
Point of the King's Divorce j and though 
the Court of Rcme treated it as a Matter of 
Law and Confciencet and fent it about to 
their Canonifts and Divines, yet were they 
in Truth guided by mere politic VieWs; 
the Queen was nearly related to the Empe* 
ror ; and Germany was then in fuch a Stafe^ 
many of its Princes having received the 
Refbrnution, that Cafar'% Power was never 
more wanted^ nor more courted by Rome^ 
In this Difficulty the Pope chofe rather to 
hazard biing the King, than the Emperor : 
and the King, impatient of the ill Ui^gc 
and artificial Delays of Rdfm^ took a (horter 
Way to his Divorce, and threw off all Sub- 
jeftion to the Pope. Yet in his Days h$ 
maintained himfelf and Kingdoms in tolera- 
ble Peace and Quiet : the Court of R<mi 
had Reafbn not to drive to the utaiofl: Ex- 
tremity J Popery ftiH remained in its moft 
cflential Parts ; a fair Inlet forpe Time Of 
other to a Return of the Papal Power. \t 
was doubtful alfo what liTue the new Queen 
jkiight havci and the next in Appearance 
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was tied not only to Popery, but to the 
Pope alfo, upon the Plenitude of whofe Pow- 
er her own Legitimacy depended. When 
the King had a Son born, yet ftill there 
were the Cafualties of Childhood to fupport 
their Hopes, and a Profpeft of an Infancy 
in the Throne, which could not tut afford 
Opportunities of pradtifing on the Kingdom 
for their own Advantage^ In the young 
King's Time the Reformation was puihed 
with Vigour; but alas, his Days were few, 
and Rome had all his Time the Profpedl of 
a Popifti Succeflbr, which did not only fup- 
port her Hopes, but in fome Meafure abate 
her Fury. When Queen Mary came to the 
Throne, then was the Time to fee with 
what Spirit Popery is to be reftored in thefb 
Kingdoms : the Flames of Perfecution were 
kindled in all Parts ; the Biihops, the Cler- 
gy, and the People fell promifcuoufly a Sa«- 
crifice to the enraged Deity of Rime : nay, 
{6 far did the Fury of thefe Barbarians ex- 
tend, that tlie helplefs Infant, forced from 
the Mother's Womb by the Extremity of 
her Torture, was thrown into the Flames 
again, as guilty of the Parent's Herefy, and 
under the Sentence of the Holy Coyrt, 
which had condemned the Modier without 
1 3 excepting 
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excepting her Womb. It would be endleis 
to relate to you the fiery Trials of that 
Time, when no Age, no Sex found Mercy ; 
but old and young. Men and Women were 
led in Triumph to the Stake, and were 
forced to feal the Confeffion of their Faith 
. with their deareft Blood ; and yet at that 
Time there was a Woman in the Throne, 
in herfclf not cruel, and by the Tendernefs 
of her Sex inclined to Compalfion ; flie was 
alfo obliged to her Country, which refcued 
her from a Rebellion, formed in the very 
Beginning of her Reign, and placed her on 
the Throne of her Anceftors in Spite of 
Oppofition : but neither the Tendernefs of 
her Sex, nor her natural Compaffion, nor 
the Senfe of Gratitude, could prevail againft 
a Popifli Confeflbr, who firft mifguided her 
Confcience, and then by her Confciencc 
over- ruled all the Sentiments of Nature and 
Humanity. If a Woman could do all this ; 
if one obliged by her Country could be fo 
unna'tural in her Returns to it; what have 
we to exped: from one, who, if ever he 
' comes, will come with Anger and Refent- 
ment againft his Country ; ' who muft he 
rfet ^on the Throne by the Treafure and 
'Power of fi^iiw^, which muft be repaid in 
.- '! ' ' the 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE V. tig 

the Blood of Hercticks; that is, in the 
Blood of the People o£ England? But to 
proceed. 

The main Policy of this Reign was to 
fecure fuch a Succeffion of Princes as might 
for ever da(h the Hopes of the Reformation 
in England: and for this Purpofe the wifcft 
Step was taken, that human Policy could 
tontrivc : Spain was the only Kingdom of 
Europe not tainted with Herefy (as the Re* 
formation is called) ; its King' was young, 
and bigotted to the Superftition of Rome^ 
and therefore chofcn out as a proper Match 
for the Queen of England; and had that 
Marriage produced Heirs according to the 
Hopes of our Enemies, England, it is pro- 
bable, had been at this Time as deeply 
plunged in the Darknefs of Popery, as Spain 
itfelf; where Superftition and Idolatry appear 
in more ghaftly FormSj than they do even at 
Rome^ where the Court of Inquifition fits in 
the fuUcft Triumph, and fcatters Death and 
lieftruftion throughout the Realm. But 
fhe Hope of Iffue failing, together with the 
Queen's Life, the glorious Princefs E/i^aietA 
afcended the Throne, and the Reformation 
began once more to breathe in England. - lA 
the Beginning of her ReigOi Hopes- were 
1 4 ' conceived 
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conceived by the Popiih Faction, thtt ihc 
Plight match widi a Prince of their Com- 
muniony and their darUng Philip was pre- 
vailed on to offer himfelf. But the ^ueen 
was too wife to match with a Prince, where 
the LegituBacy of the Marriage muft have 
proved the Illegitimacy of her Birth ; iinco 
ihe could have had her SiAer's Hufband only 
in Virtue of that Power by which her Far 
ther had his Brother^s Wife. After PbiUp, 
ieveral others were propofed; but thefe 
Hopes jBiilingy the Roman Catholicks^ who 
})ad hitherto been permitted to join with the 
eftablifhed Church, to keep the Way open 
$0 an eafier Reconcilement, were by the 
Power of the Pope entirely feparated. In 
the Queen's old Age, when the Thoughts 
of her marrying were laid aiide, and the 
Hopes of a Popilh Succeilbr in great Mea- 
sure defeated by the Fate of ^e Queen of 
Scots f there was an Attempt from the fame 
QiUa^rt^r to iet up a Spanijh Prince for Suc<«> 
^eifor, that they might obtain by. Birth* 
nghjl.^hat they could not obtain by Mar^ 
#i9ge I and ^ Boofc full of I>earniog was pub^ 
liQicd by Parfoffs ihp Jefiiit, to make out 
itie Infanta' sli'u)s^ tp thefe Crowns; fo well 
did tb^y underA^d, that fiothing leis than 
4i.?... 4,. * .;. • the 
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the greatcft Power could be fufficient to br 
troducc the worft Religion, By all which 
Steps, through thefe feveral Reigns, it plain- 
ly appears, that the iitmoft Defire of the 
Court of Rome is to have a Popi(h Prince 
on this Throne ; they reckon their Work 
done, if once they obtain this » Point: give 
them but a Popifh Prince to their Hearty 
they will foon inftrud him what to do with 
Vows and Promifes, and Coronation-Oathss 
and in fuch a Cafe the People likewife would 
be inftruded to know their own lDtereil;» 
when it was too kte to help themfelves. 

When^ James the Firft came to the 
Crown, furrounded by an hopeful Iflue cf 
Proteftant Princeis, the Caufc of Popery was 
at the laft Gafp : they faw their Downfall if 
this Family flood, in which there was a 
Profpefl: of a long Succeffion of Proteftant 
JHeirs. A defperate Cafe requires defperate 
Remedies ; here was no Room for Art and 
Management, and therefore Violence wa$ 
now firft ufed, and the horrid Plot of tlic 
Fifth of Nwember was contrived, which, 
had it took Effcd, would have rid them 
not ojilyof a Proteftant King, but qf their 
greatcft Fear, the Proteftant Heirs., .. , . . 

By what Methods they afterw^ds dif* 
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trefled the King, and laid the Foundation 
of that Ruin which broke out in his Son's 
Time, to the Deftruftion of this Church 
and Nation, and one of the beft Princes it 
ever had, would be tedious to relate. Nor 
need I fay much of the fucceeding Reigns, 
which fo nearly refemble the former, that 
from the Reftoration to our prefent gracious 
King, the Cafe feems to be much the fame as 
it was from the Reformation to "James the 
Firft. King Charles the Second had no If- 
fue; and if he was not himfelf a Papift, his 
Succeffor was, in whofe Time this Church 
and Nation were brought to the Brink of 
Ruin : and though he had been faved from 
a Bill of Exclufion by the Interefts and 
Loyalty of the Church, yet no fooner was 
he on the Throne, but he imprifoned her 
Bifliops, difpenfed with her Laws, and broke 
down all the Fences that were raifed for 
her Security ; in which Confufion (he had 
utterly periflied, had not the Providence of 
God refcued her by the Means of a Proteft- 
ant Prince, happily allied to the Crown of 
England by Marriage, and by Birth. In 
his and his Succeflbr's Time, the Eyes of 
the Popifli Fadtion were upon the Pretend- 
er to the Crown, and all their Hopes cen- 
tered 
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tered in him. As long as there was any 
Profpcdt of defeating the Proteftant Succef- 
fion, they kept themfeives within Bounds^ and 
were contented to work by Policy, and not 
by Force : but no fooner did they fee a King 
of the reformed Communion, with a nume- 
rous liTue mounted on the Throne, but they 
threw off the M afk ; as they did in the like 
Cafe of James the Firft, attempted direft- 
ly his Deftrudion and Rub. And wiU not 
all this teach us wherein our true Intereft 
does confift ? Fas eft et ab bojie doceri: if 
we cannot judge for ourfelves^ let us learn 
of our Enemies to know wherein to place 
our Security. The two grcateft Efforts of 
Popery to bring Ruin upon this Church and 
Nation by Force and Violence, have been, 
one at this TimeJ the other in James the 
Pirft's Reign; and their great Provocation 
was, to fee a Succeflion of Proteftant Princes 
likely to be eftablifhed among us. As this 
is their Fear, fo is it our Security. And if 
we confider the Circumftanccs of Times 
paft, the doubtful Condition we have often 
been in, when our Happinefs has depended 
on one fingle Life, we ihall have Reafon to 
think that Providence has both wifidly and 
mercifully provided for our Safety at this 

Time. 
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Time. When the Family pf 'James the 
Firft was partly corrupted with Popery, and 
near being extinguifhed for want of Heirs, 
how providentially did God preferve one 
Bra|ich free from the Infedion, from which 
the prefent royal Family is defcended 1 And 
yet, to come to that which is the melan- 
choly Part of the Application, how inienfi-* 
ble do we feem to be of this Bleiiing ! What 
Rebellions, what Tumults and Riots have 
we feen in the fliort Compais of this Reign I 
9S if the People had for^t not only the 
Care of their King, but of their Country, 
their Religion, and themfelves : as if the 
Fears of Popery were all vain ; as if Su- 
perftition and Idolatry, and the very Terrors 
of an Inquifition, were the mere Delufions 
of a fick Mind* Thefe are the Bleflings 
which fome are contending for ; thefe will 
* be the Rewards of their picms tJndcr taking 
to fet up a Popifli Prince over Aefc KJng*- 
doins* 

It is an eaficr Matter to kindk the Fires 
of Popery and Per&cution, than it will be to 
iextinguiih them. Should the Wiihes of 
fome take Place, and a Popifh Prince pre- 
vail over us ; and ihould he not be fo good 
as they vainly cxpeti he will, where will 
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tfacy go next for Prot^aion ? What Prince 
or Family in Europe is kfc» to which thej^ 
may fly &€ Succour ? Tht Proteftant Reli^ 
poa W ita laft Support ; if it fails nowt 
there is no other Refuges and (hould it be 
0a<2e loft m England f it will dwindle every 
where ^^ ; Popery will over^run all like it 
Torrent, and we fhall return to a wcrie 
Darknefs* than that from which we came 
out. If therefore we have any Sen(e of 
Loyialty to our prefent gracious King; if 
we have, not quite forgot that Obedience 
upcm which we. have io long valued our* 
felves ; if we have any Concern for our Re- 
ligion and the Welfare of our Souls, which 
depends on it j if we have any natural Af- 
fection for our Country, our Friends, our , 
Families, or ourfelves ; let us fhew it by a 
cheerful and fteady Obedience to the Prince 
whom God has fct over us. All thefe Mo- 
tives plead not fo much for him as for our- 
felves : for if ever Obedience to their Prince 
was the true Intereft of a People, now is the 
Time it is fo. 

The fecond Obfervation I made to you, 
was, that notwithftandin^ the hopelcfs Pro- 
fped: of human Affairs, the Text affords 
Ground of Dependence on God. 

' In 
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In this Part of our Cafe^ the Application^ 
I blefs God, is made to my Hands* His 
Care over us has already appearied, and we 
are like to be faved whether we defire it or 
no. 

Let us then raife our Hearts to a juft 
Senie of our Deliverance^ that we may un- 
ieignedly adore his holy Name for all his 
Mercies ; and let us ftrive together to pro- 
mote his Glory by a conftant and ftedfaft 
Adherence to the Church eftablifhed, by a 
dutiful and ready Submiiiion to our Prince^ 
and by Love and Charity one among another. 
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Matt. iv. 17. 

From that Time Jefus began to preachy and 
to fay 9 Repent, for the Kingdom tf Heaven 
is at Hand. 

THE Defign of this Meeting being to 
promote the Propagation of the Gofpel 
in foreign Parts ; and the Succefs of this 
Work depending on fuch Methods as hu- 
man Prudence can fuggeft, now left defti- 
tute of thofe miraculous Affiftances, which 
the Church of Chrift in her Infancy en- 
joyed I the Occafion will naturally fuggeft 
to your Thoughts, the Confideration of the 
Encouragements and DifGculties which at* 
tend this Undertaking; and of the Methods 
proper to attain this End, fo much to be 
defired by every good and pious Chriilian ; 
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but yttf fince I fucceed much abler Men, 
who have gone before me in the Perform- 
ance of this Duty, and have with great Judg- 
ment confidered thefe ncceflary Points; fince 
alfo I ftand at preient before lb many" much 
abler, whofe Thoughts have long dwelt 
upon this important Subjcd 5' I beg Leave 
to decline the unequal Tafk, and to fpend 
the Time allotted me in confidering upon 
what Foot the Gofpel firfi fet out in the 
World, when it was publiflicd by our blcf- 
fed Saviour and his Apoftles ; and what it 
had to recommend it to the Reafon of Man- 
kind, abftrafted from thofe Signs and Won- 
ders, which were wrought by the Hand of 
God for its Confirmation. 

The holy Evangehft tells us, that the. 
firft Dcdrine which our blefied Lord taught, 
was- that of Repentance ; From that Time 
yefus began to preachy and to fay, Repent : 
That he taught it as neceflary to qualify 
Men for the Kingdom of Heaven ; Repent^ 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. 
What is to be underftood by the Kingdom 
of Heaven's being at Hand^ may be learnt 
from the parallel Place in St. Mark^ chap. 
L 14, 15. Now after that John was put in 
Prifon^ Jefus came into Galilee^ preaching 
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the Gojpel of the Kingdom of God, and faying^ 
^he Time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God 
is at Hand: Repent ye, and believe the GofpeL 
Now whatever we undcrfUnd by the King^ 
dom of Heaven, it is plain that the Reafon 
why it was faid to be at Haod» was becaufe 
the Time was fulfilled, for the publifliing 
the Gofpel to all the World -, and that the 
Exhortation in St. Matthew, Repent, for the 
Kingdom oj Heaven is at Handy is the fame 
with that recorded in St. Mark, Repent ye, 
and believe the Gofpel. From whence it is 
evident, that Repentance was inculcated^ 
as necefiary to prepare us for receiving the 
Gofpel of Chrift Jefus. 

The fame appears likewife, from the 
preaching of John the Baptift, who taught 
the fame Dodrine^ and in the fame Words 
with our blcfled Saviour i he was that Voice 
crying in the Wildernefs, Prepare ye the Way 
of the Lord, make his Paths fir aight. As it 
was his proper Office to prepare the World 
for the Reception of the great Prophet, who 
was to come after him, we may certainly 
conclude from his Preaching, what was the 
neceffary Preparation required; and as his 
DodrinC' was confined to the fingle Point of 
RcpentMce, this was undoubtedly the ne- 
K ceflary 
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ccflary Qualification for all who were to re- 
ceive the Gofpel of the Kingdom of God, 

As our Saviour, and his Forerunner the 
Baptifl, taught ^pentance as the firfl ne- 
ceflary Step to the Gofpel ; fo alfo did the. 
Apoftles, When the Twelve were fentout 
by our bleflcd Lord in the 6th of St Mark, 
the Evangehft tells us in the lath Verfe, 
that tiey went out and preached, that Men 
Jhould repent : St. Peter ^ in his firft Sermon 
recorded in the 2d of the ^Ss, exhorts his 
Countrymen to repent, and be baptized, for 
the Remijfion of Sins, Verfe 38. And in the 
20th of the ASis, St. Paul tells us how he 
had fpent his Time,, tejiifying both to the 
yews, and alfo to the Greeks^ Repentance 
towards God, and Faith toward our Lord 
Jefus Cbriji, Yerfe 21ft; which were the 
very Topics infifted on by our Lord, when 
he called upon Men to repent and to believe 
the Gofpel. The fame Account he gives of 
his preaching to King Agrippa, ASls xxvi. 
50, namely, that he had ihewed both to 
yew and Gentile, that they fjould repent, and 
turn to God, and do Works meet for Repent-^ 
ance. In the nth of the Afts it is faid, 
that the Apoftles and Brethren in yudea 
heard that the Gentiles alfo had received the 
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Word of God. St. Peter was called upon 
to render an Account of his Condud:^ in 
communicating the Privileges of the Gofpel 
to the Gentiles : Mrhen he had vindicated 
himfelf to their Satisfaction, they thus ex- 
prefled themfelves : T^hen hath God alfo to the 
Gentiles granted Repentance unto Life. Now 
it is evident, that what God granted to the 
Gentiles, was the fame that the Gentiles 
received, and therefore Repentance unto Life 
was . the Word of Gddy publiflhed to the 
World by our Lord and his Apoftles ; and 
for this Reafon, the Writer to the Hebreixxs 
reckons Repentance from dead Works, and 
Faith towards God, to be the firft Princi- 
ples, or main Foundation of the Doftrine 
of Ghrift. Heb. vi- i . 

Before I proceed to lay before you the 
Confequences, which arife from this State 
of the Cafe, I beg le^ve to make an Obfcr- 
vation or two, in Order to clear the Way 
for what is to follow:. You may obferve 
then, that Repentance was the very firft 
Thing infifted on, wherever the Gofpel 
was publifhed, before any new Law or Doc- 
trine was promulged, or fo much as men- 
tioned. The Proof of this I need not at- 
tempt, fince the Paflages already prpduced 
K 2 do 
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do plainly contain it, and indeed the Nature 
of the Thing fpeaks it ; for the Repentance 
taught, could not refpcdt any new Law to 
be delivered to the World, again ft which 
no OiFence having been committed, no Re- 
pentance could be required. 

Secondly, That the Gofpel was ufliered 
in by the Dodlrine of Repentance, not only 
when it was delivered to the ^ew^ but alfo 
when it was proclaimed to the Gentile 
World. The Jews lived under the Divine 
Law, delivered by Mofes^ and were guilty 
of many Offences committed againft that 
Law, to which they owed Obedience : but 
the Gentiles were not under that Law, nor 
had they been ever called to the Obedience 
of it ; and therefore the Repentance which 
was taught, as the Introdudtion of the Gof- 
pel, did not regard any particular Inftitution, 
but that general Law of Nature, to which 
every Man owed Obedience, in Virtue of 
the Reafon and Underftanding, with which 
God had endowed him. 

Thirdly, That true Repentance requires 
Change of Mind, and leads to a Reforma- 
tion of Manners, and a due Obedience for 
£he future to that Law of Righteoufnefs, 
againft which the Offence was committed : 

for 
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for where the Obligation of Obedience to 
any Law ceafes, there can be no Call to Re- 
pentance for Difobedicnce. This Doftrine 
is fo plain in Scripture, and fo uniformly 
taught by all the Minifters of our Church, 
that I would willingly fuppofe no one ig- 
norant of it. The Baptift fufficiently ex- 
plained himfclf, exhorting fuch as came to 
his Baptifm, to bring forth Fruits meet for 
Repentance: to which general Inftruftion 
his particular Admonitions always corre- 
fpond* To the hard-hearted and uncharita- 
ble Jews 9 he faid. He that bath two Coats, 
let him impart to him that bath none ; and 
be that bath Meat^ let him do likenvife. vTo 
the Publicans, whofe Crime was Extortion, 
he faid, Exa£l no more than that which is 
appointed you. To the Soldiers, who were 
noted for Rapine, falfe Information, and the 
like Vices, he faid. Do Violence to no Man, 
neither accufe any falfely, and be content 
with your Wages. In like Manner, our 
blefled Saviour, when he difmiffed the Wo- 
man taken in Adultery, he let her depart 
with this Advice, Go, and Jin no more. So 
did he inftrui^ alfo the Man whom he had 
fct free from the Infirmity, which was the 
Punifliment of his Iniquity; Behold thou 
K 3 art 
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art made wholes Jin no morey leji a worje 
TJbing come unto tbee : teaching neither the 
one nor the other any new Dodtrine with 
refpeft to their particular Cafes, but refer- 
ring both back to that Law which they 
had tranfgreflcd, as the proper Meafure of 
their future Obedience. 

I fliall now proceed to lay before you 
fuch Confequences as feem to fne to be the 
natural Refult of this Method made ufe of 
by our bleffed Lord and his Apoftles, in 
publifhing the Gofpel to Mankind. 

And the firft is this : That the Religion 
of the Gofpel is the true original Religion 
of Reafon and Nature. It is fo in Part : 
it is all that, and more. Repentance was 
neceffary, but it Was not all. Repentance 
was the firft Step towards Chriftian Perfec- 
tion. See Heb. vi. i. 

This appears by confidering the Nature 
of that Repentance which our Lord, and 
thofe who came after him in .the Miniftry 
of the Gofpel, preached to the. World : 
Repentance fuppofes a Tranfgreffion; and 
Tranfgreffion fuppofes a Law ; for as the 
Apoftle argues, where there is no Law, there 
is no T^ranjgrejfion. And fince Repentance 
confifts in a Change of Mind, in redtifying 

what 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE VL 135 

what was before amifs, and in fulfilling that 
Obedience which was before wanting j it 
is evident, that to repent of the Violation 
of any Law, is to return to the Obedience 
of it : and he that exhorts and calls you to 
Repentance, calls you back to the Obedi- 
ence of that Law, againft which you* had 
oflFended. The Queftion then is, againft 
what Law thofe OiFences were committed, 
the Repentance for which was fo neccflary> 
that without it there was no Admittance 
into the Fellowfhip of the Gofpcl of Chrift. 
The Laws of the Gofpel, confidered as fuch, 
are evidently excluded upon the prefent 
View; for Repentance being the firft Thing 
every where taught, and antecedc;itly to the 
Publication of any of the Rules and Pre- 
cepts of the Gofpel, the Law not yet pub- 
lifhed could not be the Rule of that Re- 
pentance, which related to Sins already 
committed. At the Time of the Publica- 
tion of the Gofpel, there were many Forms 
and Inftitutions of Religion fubfifting in the 
World: but as thefe were very different 
from one another, infomuch that if fomc 
were true, others were certainly falfe; fo 
they could not be the Ground of that Re- 
pentance, which being generally taught to 
K 4 all 
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all the World, to the Gentile as well as the 
yew^ muft refpcdt feme general Law, which 
related alike to all» and the Obligations to 
which were in fome Degree univerfally felt 
and acknowledged : and this can be no 
other than that which the' Apoftle to the 
Romans has defcribed in Chap. ii. 14, 15. 
When the Gentiles^ which have not the Law, 
do by Nature th^ Things contained in the 
Law, thefe having not the Law, are a Law 
unto them/elves : which Jhew the JVork of 
the Law written in their Hearts^ their 
Confcience alfo bearing Witnefs^ and their 
Thoughts the mean nibhile accujing or elfe ex-^ 
cujing one^ another. However the Light of 
Reafon and Nature was darkened and ob- 
feu red by the Ignorance and Superftition of 
the World, yet fome Remains of it were in 
all Places to be found ; and the general 
Principles of Religion were fo rivetted in 
human Nature, that (he could not but ftart 
at any Thing that diredtly contradicted 
them: thus, for Inftance, in the great 
Branch of natural Religion, which relates 
to the Worfhip iind Service of God, though 
Mankind had univerfally erred and defiled 
themfelves with many Pollutions and Abo* 
minations^ yet Atheifm was as detefled a 
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Crime in the Heathen World, as it is in 
the Chriftian ; and fome, we know, were 
thought worthy of Death, for being the 
Maintainers of fo unnatural an Opinion. 
A Senfe of th6 moral Duties between Man 
and Man was better preferved; and there 
are not many ^ Vices condemned in the Gof- 
X pel, which were not infamous before in all 
, the civilized Parts of the World. This ge- 
neral Law, as the Apoftle tells us, was the 
Ground- work of Confcience, the Teftimony 
of the Confcience plainly (hewing the Work 
of the Law to be written in the Heart; and 
this .is a further Evidence, that this Law of 
Nature was the Foundation of that Riepcnt- 
ance, which was to ufher in the Gofpel : 
for as the preaching of Repentance neceila- 
rily refers himfelf to the Confciences of 
Men, to point out to them the Guilt of 
their Aiftions ; fo muft his Dodrine necef- 
larily relate to that Law, which is the Prin- 
ciple or Origin of Confcience. Since then 
the Doiflrine of Repentance, with which the 
Gofpel fet out in the World, had Reference 
to the Law of Reafon and Nature, againfl: 
which Men had every where offended ; and 
fince. Repentance infers the Neceflity of a 
future Reformation, and a Return to that 
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Duty and Obedience from which by Tranf- 
greflion we are fallen ; the Confequence is 
manifeftly this, that the Gofpel was a Re- 
publication of the Law of Nature, and its 
Precepts declarative of that original Reli- 
gion, which was as old as the Creation, 

That this muft certainly be the Cafe, 
will appear, by confid^ring the Nature of 
the Thing in itfelf. The Notions of Good 
and Evil are eternally and unalterably the 
fame; which Notions are the Rules and 
Meafures of all moral Actions, and are con- 
fequently neceffary and conftituent Parts of 
Religion : and therefore if the 'Religion of 
Nature, in her primitive State, was pure and 
uncorrupt (which will not, I prefume, be 
denied), though there was fufficient Reafon 
for a Republication of it, becaufe of the 
great Ignorance and Superftition which had 
grown upon the World, yet there could be 
no Reafon for any Alt;eration of it ; for 
though the World was tne worfe for abafing 
the Religion of Nature, and might want to 
be reformed by a divine Inftrudor, yet the 
Religion of Nature was not the worfe for 
being abufed, but ftill retained its firft Pu- 
rity and Simplicity. The Duties of Reli- 
gion, confidered as a Rule of Adtion, flow 
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from the Relation we bear to God, and to 
one another; and Religion muft ever be 
the fame, as long as thefe Relations continue 
unaltered. If our firft Parent was the Crea- 
ture of God, fo are we ; and whatever Ser- 
vice and Duty he owed, in Virtue of this 
Dependance, the fame is due from us ; nor 
can this Relation be ever made the Ground 
of different Duties in his Cafe, and in ours : 
if therefore Nature rightly inftruded him at 
lirft how to ferve his Maker, our Obliga- 
tions being the fame with his, our Rule 
muft be the fame alfo. The Cafe is the 
lame with Refped: to the Duties owing 
from Man to Man ; and it would be as rea* 
fonable to fuppofe, that the three Angles of 
a Triangle fliould be equal ta two right ones 
in one Age, and unequal in another, as to 
fuppofe that the Duties of Religion fliould 
differ in one Age from what they were in 
another, the Habitudes and Relations from 
which they flow continuing alv^ays the 
fame. 

That the Cafe is in Fad what I have 
reprefented it to be, might be fliewn from 
the particular Laws of the Gofpel, and their 
Dependance, from the Maxims and Princi- 
ples of natural Religion : but this would be 
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rather the Work of a Volume than a Ser- 
mon ; I will content myfelf therefore with 
one general Proof, which reaches to every 
Part of the Chriftian Doftrine, and yet will 
not lead me beyond the Bounds to which I 
am confined. Our Saviour in the 5th of 
St. Matthew tells us, that he came not to 
dejiroy the Law and the ProphetSy hut to 
fulfil them. What his Meaning was, he 
fufficiently explained in the following Part 
of his Sermon on the Mount : in which, 
laying down firft the old Law, he (hewed 
in every Inftance wherein the true Perfec- 
tion of that Virtue confifted which the Law 
* required. The Law forbad Murder' and 
Adultery ; bur Lord declares, that not only 
the immoral Aftions, known by thofe 
Namds, were reftrained, but even the in- 
ternal Corruptions of Heart from which 
they flowed ; and extends the Prohibition 
to Hatred and to Luft, one the Parent of 
Murder, the other of Adultery. Since then 
our Lord fo fully declares that his Purpofc 
was .to perfcft and complete the Law and 
the Prophets, it remains to be confidered, 
what Notion he had of the Law and of the 
Prophets : in the 22d of St. Matthew, the 
Queftion was put to him by a Lawyer ; 
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Which is the great Commandment in the 
Law? Our Saviour anfwers, Thou Jhalt 
hue the Lord thy God with all thy Hearty 
&c. , This is the Jirft and great Command-- 
ment ; and the fecond is like unto it^ Thou 
Jhalt love thy Neighbour as thy/elf. Having 
laid down thcfe two great Rules, he thus 
declares his Sehfe with refpedl to the Sub- 
ject of our prefent Enquiry; On thefe Com^ 
mandments hang all the Law and the Pro^ 
phets. If the Law and the Prophets hang 
on thefe two Commandments, then the 
Dodrine of our Saviour, which is the Per- 
fedion of the Law and the Prophets, muft 
hang on them likewif^ Now if you will 
allow that the Love of God, and the Love 
of your Neighbour, are fundamental in the 
Law of Reafon and Nature (as undoubtedly 
they are), you muft alfo allow, that what- 
ever may be deduced from them, by ra- 
tional Confequence, muft be a Precept of the 
Law of Nature : whatever therefore hangs 
on thefe two Commandments, muft necef- 
farily be a Part of Natural Religion ; and 
that all the Law and the Prophets do fo 
hang, and confequently the Dodtrine of the 
Gofpel, which is the Perfection of them, 
you have had our Saviour's exprefs Tefti- 

mony. 



Digitized 



by Google 



142 DISCOURSE VL 

mony* Since then it appears (as I think) 
that the Religion of the Gofpel is the true 
Qfiginal Religion of Reafon and Nature ; 
. The fecond Thing I fhall obierve to you 
is, that it has, as fuch, a Claim to be re« 
ceived independent of thofe Miracles which 
were wrought for its Confirmation. 
. This Confequence will be admitted by 
all, who allow the Force and Obligation of 
natural Religion, and can be denied by none, 
who know or underftand themfelves. The 
Principles of Religion are interwoven in the 
very Frame and Make of our Minds ; and 
we may as well run from ourfelves, as from 
the Senfe of the Obligations we are unden 
If the Law which is in our Members fliould 
get the better of the Law of our Minds, 
and lead us into the forbidden Paths of Vice 
and Immorality ; though Obedience cannot 
hold us, yet Guilt will never forfake us ; 
and our own Cpnfciences will not permit us 
to forget the Law, however our corrupt 
Paffions may induce us to tranfgrefs it* 
This Senfe will always keep a Paffage open 
to the Heart, for Inftrudion to enter in; 
and there needs nothing more to (hew, that 
Man is obliged to fubmit to the Rules and 
Laws of Reafon, than to fhew that. he is a 
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rational Creature ; fince if Reafon be of any 
Ufe, it is for our Direftion ; and to fuppofe 
a Creature to have Reafon to direft him, 
and yet that he ought not to be diredled by 
it, is a Contradiction : fo far therefore as the 
Gofpel reprefents to us the Lzw of Nature^ 
it needs only to appeal to the Reafon of 
Mankind for its Authority, and may leave 
its Caufe to be tried in every Man's own 
Breaft before the Tribunal of Confcience : 
and how far this is the Cafe of the Gofpel, 
has been already fliewn at large. 

But fome one perhaps may have a Mind 
to aflc, why he may not teach the Heathen 
the Religion of the Gofpel, as well in hia 
own Name, as in the Name of Chrift; fince, 
being the very Religion of Reafon, it wants 
no Name -to fupport it ? To which I an- 
fwer : that if the Heathen are fuch Mafters 
of Reafon, as to want no teaching, the 
Queftion is impertinent ; and if they do - 
want inftrudling, there is no Comparifon 
between the Mafters. 

But the Truth is, that all the Effentials 
of true Religion are contained in that Part 
of the Gofpel, of which fo much has been 
already fpoken : but how this Religion came 
to ftand in need of being renewed by a fpe- 
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cial Commiffion from Heaven, how Nature 
came to want that new Light which the 
Gofpel has given, and thofe additional Helps 
and Afliftances from the Influence of the 
Spirit of God, which the Gofpel has pro- 
mifed, is a Matter of another Confidefatioti^ 
and opens to us a new View, to fee the 
Reafonablenefs and Neceflity of the Doc- 
trines peculiar to Chriflianity, which, though 
not different, are yet diftinc^: from the Prin- 
ciples of Reafon and Nature. 

Had Man continued in the Purity of his 
firft Religion, he had wanted no fecond; 
the Dodrine of Nature had led him to the 
Enjoyment of the glorious Hopes, to which 
he was born, of Life and Immortality. But 
when he fell under the Power and DcMiii- 
nion of Sin, he grew both blind and impo- 
tent, had but little Knowledge left to find 
bis Duty, and ftill Icfs his Ability to perform 
it. The Hiftory of the Fall is preferved to 
OS in facred Writ ; but let the Scriptiire be 
filent, and let Experience only fpeak. Look 
back into the paft Ages of the World, as 
far as the Clue 6f Hiflory can guide you, 
and tell me in what. Place the Purity of na- 
tural Religion was preierved : obferve the 
Manners of Men, and their religious Ser^ 
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Vices, and when you are tired with the fad 
Profped: of the Ignorance and Barbarity of 
fome^ the Snperftition and Idolatry of all, tell 
me once more, did the World want an In« 
firudor or no? If it did, we have little 
Reafon to complain that it had one, flill lefs 
to ftumble ,at the Dignity of the Perfon who 
undertook the dcfperate Caufe of Nature 1 
or to rejeft his Authority, becaufe he is 
greater than we know how to conceive, 
even the only begotten Son of God. 

He came into the World, not merely to 
reftore the Religion of Nature, but to adapt 
k to the State and Condition of Man, and 
to fupply the Defcd:s, not of Religion, which 
continued in its firft Purity and Perfection, 
but of Nature, which was fallen from the 
original Dignity of the Creation. Man wa9 
born the Heir of Glory and Immortality; 
but our Saviour found him under the Power 
of Sin and of Death. If Death came in as 
the Penalty of Difobedience to the Law of 
Nature, as we learn from the fure Word of 
Prophecy that it did, it was an Evil, for 
which natural Religion could afford no Re- 
medy ; for no Law provides a Remedy 
againft its own Penalties ; which would be 
to weaken and deflroy the Obligations to 
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Obedience^ which the Penalty was intended 
to enforce. And though the World cvety 
where retained fomc Notion or other of a 
future State^ and was fond of cherifliing the 
languishing Hopes of Immortality; yetthefe 
Hopes feem rather to be the Remains of 
that firfl State^ in which Nature had the 
full Profpedt of Life before her, and which 
fubfifted when the Blefling itfclf was for- 
feited, than any juft AfTurance of another 
Life after Death, to be purchafed by Virtue 
«nd Obedience. To repair this Breach, and 
to fettle Religion once niore, upon the fure- 
Foundation of the Hopes and Fears of Eter- 
nity, our bleffed Lord brought Life and Im^ 
mortality to light again by the Gofpel ; and 
publiflied to the World the new Dodrine 
of a Refurredtion from the Grave, of the 
Truth of which Dodrine we bad the firft 
Inftance, and the fuUeft Confirmation, in 
his own victorious Triumph over the Pow- 
ers of Death and of Darknefs. Hence it is 
that we are faid to be begotten again through 
Chrift Jcfus unto a lively Hope, or unto the 
Hope of Life : hence alfb we are told, that 
God hath now appointed a Day, in which he 
will judge the World by the Man Chrijl Jefus. 
Hence it is^ that thcfe two, or rather this 
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one Article relating to a Refurredtion and a 
Judgment to come^ was the main Thing 
which the Apoftles had in Commiffion to 
publifh to the World ; infomuch that when 
a new Apoftle was to be chofen in the 
Room of JuJas, it was required, as a ne* 
ceflary Article^ that he (hould be qualified 
to be a competent Witnefs of the Refur- 
i^dlion of Chrift, in which the Authority of 
this great Article was founded. 

But to what Purpofe was it to reftorc 
Religion from the Corruptions of Ignorance 
arid Superftition; to what End was this 
ietter Hope brought in ? Since our firft Pa- 
rentSy who \(anted not this Hope, nor this 
Knowledge, yet wretchedly fell from both 
by Tranfgreffion, what Security can we, 
their Sons, ftill worfe than they, promife 
ourfelves from thcfe Advantages ? It is we 
that are weak and degenerate, it is we that 
moft of all want to !be reftored : this origi- 
nal Corruption made it ncceflary, in order 
to fave the World, not only to reftore Re- 
ligion, but Nature herfelf. Hence it is that 
our Admildion into the Gofpel is attended 
with a new Birth unto Righteoufnefs; hence 
it is that we are put under the Condudl and 
DireAion of the Holy Spirit, who is our 
L 2 Fellow- 
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Fellow- Labourer in the Gofpel^ and itn alV 
Times, and in all Places, ready to comfort 
and fupport the Faithful. If, to ft^engthen 
our Con&tence in him, Mre are told that 
he is in all Refptifis equal to the exten^ 
live Charge ; that being the Eternal Spiitf 
of God, he can in all Places and at all 
Times difcharge the OfSce; this Know* 
ledge, which was communicated to noake 
our Faith and Hope confiftent, and to iet 
both upon a reaibnable Foundation, ought 
to be no Objedtion againft either* And 
iince theie Articles of our Creed, being be- 
yond the Difcovery ol human Realbn, are 
placed upon the furer Foundation of the 
Demonftration of the Spirit, in mighty 
Signs and Wonders, they ought to be no 
Stumbling-block to us ; for the Reafon may 
teach us to embrace the Remedy, which 
ihe could not provide. 

It is true, the Gofpel has taught ua 
Things, which by Nature we could not 
know ; but they are all defigned to confirm 
and ftrengthen our Hope in God: it is true 
alfo, that there are fome Inflitutions in the 
Gofpel, which in their own Nature are no 
coiiftituent Part^ of Religion > but they arc 
fuch only as are neceflary to enable us to do 
. - our 
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our Duty, by conveying to us new Supplies 
of fpiritual Strength. Thefe are the Addi- 
tions which the Gofpel has made to natural 
Religion; forgive its Injury, Our blefled 
Saviour faw that the Hopes of Nature were 
loft, therefore he brought to Light again 
Life and Immortality: he faw that we were 
corrupted, not able to refift Evil, and there- 
fore 'he fupplied the Defed; by the AfEft- 
ance of his holy Spirit ; pardon his Care, 
and do not think the worfe of him, or his 
Religion, for the great Provifion he has 
made in it for your Security. 

Thefe Confiderations may perhaps fuggeft 
tp your Thoughts what probable Ground 
there is to hope for Succefs in our Endea- 
vours to fpread the Gofpel of Chrift in the 
dark Corners of the World ; and what is 
the true Method of propofing it to the un- 
inftructed Part of Mankind. But as I choofe 
to decline this Subje<^, and to leave it to the 
propercr Hands on which it is placed, I 
(hall (hut up all with this Petition: that God 
would haften the Completion of the Pro- 
phecies relating to the Kingdom of Chrift.; 
that he would give him the Heathen for his 
Inheritance, and the utmoft Parts of the 
Earth for his Poffeffion, that he may be his 
Salvation to all People. 

L3 DIS. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE vn. 



Psalm cxxii. 6. 



Fray for the Peace of ^erufalem: theyJhaU 
profper that love tbee. 

THERE is nothing places Religion in 
a more difadvantageous View, than the 
Opinion entertained by fome, that a Con- 
cern for the preient Peace and Profperity of 
the World is fo foreign to all the Ends and 
Purpolcs of true Religion, that a good Man 
ought not to fufFer his Thoughts, much lefs 
his Paifions and Affections, to be engaged ia 
fo worthlefs a Subjedt. 

The ihfpired Writers have indeed, with 
repeated Inftrudtions, guarded us agaihft 
the Temptations of Riches, Honours, and 
Pleafures, and prepared us to undergo the 
Calamities and Afflifliona of Life, with 
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Firmnefs and Conftancy of Mind. But 
what then ? So docs the General exhort his 
Soldiers to bear with Patience the Fatigues 
of War, to defpife the Dangers of it, and 
in the Day of Action tt) prefs forward, re- 
gardlefs of Life itfelf ; yet ftill Vidtory and 
Triumph, and the fweet Enjoyments of 
Peace, are the End of War ; and the Sol- 
dier, though he muft not fear to die; yet it 
is his Bufinefs to live and conquer. Reli- 
gion is a fpiritual Warfare, and the World 
is the Scene of Adtion, in which every good 
Man will be fure to meet with Enemies 
enough ; and it is not the End he aims at, 
but the Oppofition he meets with, in pur- 
fuing that End, that makes it neceiTary for 
him to be inured to bear the Miferies and 
Afflicaions of the World. Were the Cafe 
other wife, it would be Iniquity to pray, for 
temporal Peace and Profperity; fince we 
never ought to feek that by Prayer to God^ 
^hich the^ Rul^s of our Religion will not 
permit us to be concerned for. So that the 
Exhortation in the Text, to pray for the 
Peace of Jerufalem^ implies that we ought 
to be concerned for her Peace , fo concern- 
ed as to do whatever is in our Power to 
procure, and to preferve it } iince Prayer to 
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God for h^ Aflift^nce^ fuppofes the Uie of 
jOur own Eoideavours to obtain the Bleding 
we contend for : and that we may not think, 
that the Chriflian Religion has made any 
Alteration in this Cafe, St. Pdu/ has exhort*- 
jed us to pray, and to give Thanks for aS 
Men ; efpecially for Kings, and all that are 
in Authority j for this Reafon, I'ifat we maj 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineji 
and Honejiy. 

Upon this View, then a Concern for the 
Peace and Profperity of our Country is noc 
(pnly a political but a religious Virtue; a 
Care that becomes us, both as we are Men^ 
and as we are Chriftians ; which ftands not 
upon the narrow Bottom of Self-Interefl^ 
but rifes from a more generous Principle^ 
partaking of the Love of God, and of ou|: 
Neighbour; fince whilft we feek the pub« 
lie Peace, we (hew our Beneficence to onej^ 
and our Obedience to the other. 

But there is a farther Confideratbn, which 
makes the public Peace to be the juft Con- 
cern of every good Man. The prefent Stat« 
of Religion in the World is fuch, and £b 
connected every where with the civil Rights 
of ^Mankind, that there is no probable 
Ground to hope, that even the Religion we 
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profefs can be iaved out of the Ruins of the 
Liberty of our Country. If therefore it be 
a Care worthy of a good Man, to prcfcrve 
the Purity of Religion in his own Time, or 
to tranfmit it fafe to Pofterity ; if we may 
"wifh, as well as pray, that he may lead a 
quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlinefs and 
Honejiyi or that his Sons and his Daughters 
may fland up after him before the Lord in 
the Congregation of his Saints : if thefe be 
lawful Defires, and fuch as we may by our 
beft Endeavours labour to obtain, our Reli- 
gion will never permit us to be unconcerned 
Spectators in any Caufe that affeds the 
Profperity of our Country ; upon which; 
under God, depends the Liberty we enjoy of 
freely profeffing the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints. 

The Pfalm from which the Text is taken, 
turns wholly upon thefe two Topics ; the 
temporal Profperity of Jerufalem, confidercd 
as the Head of the civi^ Government, in the 
flourifliing Condition of which the Happi- 
nefs of the whole Nation was concerned j 
and confidcred as the Seat of true Religion, 
the City in which God had chofe to dwell, 
and to place his Name there ; upon whofe 
Peace confequently depended the Security of 
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the holy Religion, which was there taught 
and profeffed. The firft Thing that gave 
Vent to the holy Pfalmiji's Joy, was obferv- 
ing the Unanimity of the People in their 
Attendance upon the Service of God in the 
holy City 5 I was glad when they /aid unto 
me. Let us go into the Houfe of the Lordz 
cur Feet Jhalljiand within thy Gates, O Je^ 
rtffalem. From hence, he entertains him- 
felf with the beautiful Profpeft of Jeruja^ 
Jem, as it was the Center both of religious 
and civil Government, in which were feated 
the Ark of God, and the Throne of Davids 
from whence ifliied the Streams of Juftice 
and Holinefs, to refre(h and make glad all 
the Cities of I/raeL Jertifalem is built as a 
City, that is compaSi together \ or, as the 
old Tranflation reads, that is at Unity in it^ 
Jelf. Whither the T!ribes go up, the Tribes of 
the Jjord, unto the Tejiimony of Ifrael, to 
give Thanks unto the Name of the Lord. 
There are fet Thrones of Judgment, the 
Thrones of the Houfe of David. The Con- 
templation of this happy State of his Coun- 
try, naturally vented itfelf in the Warmth 
and Ardor expreiTed in the Text, and fol- 
lowing Verfe; Pray for the Peace ofjerufa^ 
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iem: they Jhall projptr that hvi thee. Feaii 
h within thy Walls , and Frojperity within 
thy Palaces. This aiFe6:ionate Prayer and 
Exhortation was founded in a Concern for 
the temporal Happinefs of his Country an4 
Nation; and therefore be adds. For my 
Brethren and Companions Saies, I will now 
fay^ Peace be within thee; and in a jiift Re-^ 
gard for the Honour of God and hif RcUt 
gion, therefore^ he clofes all with this Ktr 
Hedtion : Becaufe of the Houfe of the h^rd 
our Godt I ipill feek thy Good. 

You fee the Extent of the Duty recom^ 
mended in the Text, and the Rea^ns in 
which it is fqunded ; and fince we have £» 
great an Authority to juftify our Care and 
Concern for the pubjic Peace and Happinefs 
of our Country, both in Regard to our civU 
Rights, and to the Intereft of that holy Rer 
ligion which we profefs, I beg I>aye to 
bring the Arguments home td ourfelves^ 
gnd to the Occaiion of this Day, by obferv- . 
ing to you, 

L What Reafon we have on both thc& 
Accounts to blefs God for our Deliverance 
from the late Rebdlion : and, 

IL What Obligatiops we are under from 
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the fame Motives, to afe our ot^n beft £n« 
deaVourSy to make perpetual the BlefBng <4 
tbid Deliverance. 

Some Arguments there are, which require 
rather a Capacity of Feelings than any great 
Actttenefs of Judgment, to apprehend them: 
iuch are they which are drawn from the 
Experience of Senfe, from Pleafure or Pain, 
from the Conveniences or Inconveniences.of 
Life 1 of which no Man is a capable Judge, 
l^ho wants the Senle proper to diftinguKh 
between the Pleafure and the Pain, or the 
Experience of the Convenience or Incon* 
venience under Debate. One would think, 
that an ordinary Imagination would ferve to 
reprefent the Difference of Liberty and Sla- 
very; of the State, in which every Man 
may fit under his own Vine, and eat his 
Bread with Chcerfulnefs ; and that Condi- 
tion, in which nothing is to be called our 
own, but the Mifery of fubmitting to de- 
ipotic Power: and yet we find, that the 
Generality of Men are not Mafters of fo 
much Refledlion as is neccflkry to arrive at 
this fmall Degree of Knowledge in the Af- 
fairs of the World. It is the Obfervatipn 
of Tacitus, the Roman Hiftorian, one allow* 
ed to be a good Jiidge of Mankind, that the 

People 



Digitized 



by Google 



IS8 DISCOURSE Vli; 

Pcojjlc of Rome were prepared for Slavery 
by the long Reign of Augufius^ which had 
almofl worn out the Race of Men that had 
taftcd the Sweets of Liberty and Freedom. 
Ours feems to be the Rcverfe of their Cafe ^ 
we have fo long enjoyed the Protedlion of 
our Laws, and are got at fuch a Diftance 
from the late Times of Diftrcfs, that we 
have not Memory enough of them left to 
awaken our Care to prevent their Return* 
Our Fathers, who lived under the Dread of 
Popery and arbitrary Power, are moft of 
them gone off the Stage, and have carried 
away with them the Experience, which we 
their Sons ftand in Need of, to make us in 
carneft to preferve the Bleffing of Liberty 
and pure Religion, which they have be- 
queathed us. O that I had Words to re- 
prefent to the prefent Generation, the Mi- 
feries which their Fathers underwent % that 
I could defcribe their Fears and Anxieties, 
their reftlefs Nights and their uneafy Days, 
when every Morning threatened to uflier in 
the laft Day of England's Liberty, when 
Men ftood mute for Want of Counfel, and 
every Eye was watching with Impatience 
for the happy Gale that (hould fave the 
Kingdom ; whofe Fortunes were reduced fo 
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kw as to depend upon the Chance of Wind 
and Weather. 

Had Men fuch a Senfe of the Miferies o£ 
the Time paft» it would teach them what 
Confequences they were to expert from 
any fuccefsful Attempt againft the prefent 
£ftabli(hment. They would not want to be 
inftruded, what a free Nation had to fear 
under the Government of one, educated in 
Sight of all the Arts of Tyranny and Oppref- 
fion; or what Ufage a Proteftant Church 
would find, under the Influence of a Prince 
trained up from his Cradle in the Supcrfti- 
tion and Corruption of the Church of Rome. 
Were the Influence of Religion confined 
within the narrow Compafs of every Man's 
own Breaft, the Subje<Sl, perhaps, would 
have but little Reafon to be inquifitive about 
the Prince's Perfuafion ; but fince it is Part 
of every Man's Religion to propagate the 
Dodtrine he profefles; and fince the Me- 
thods of Propagation in the Hands of a 
Prince, which are ftrengthened by the Power 
of the temporal Sword, are not likely to be 
confined to the gentle Mcafures of Reafon 
and Inftrudtion ; the Religion of the Prince 
itauft be confidcred as a Condition requifite 
to the Happinefs and Profperity of the Peo- 
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pie: In our own Caie this Con£[defatk)ff is 
the more ncceffary, bccaufe it is the avow- 
td Principle of the Charch of Rome, not 
toly to wifh for the Cottverfion of thofd 
who 3illent from her, but to force it by al! 
Ibe Terrors of worldly Power. And a Na- 
tion muft want common Senfe, to put the 
Sword of Government into his Hands, who 
they know will be bound in Confcience to 
ofe it, either to the Dcftrudlion of their 
Souls or their Bodks. Th^e is no one 
doubts, but that there are natural Incapaci- 
tiies fufficient to exclude one, otherwife en- 
titled to Government. An outrageous Mad- 
man nobody would truft, becaufe Nothing 
is to be expected from him but Havock and 
Deftru(ftion. Now if a moral Defedt will 
produce the fame evil Confcquences, why 
fhould not the moral Incapacity be efteemed 
as ftrong a Bar as the natural ? It matters 
not whether it is Confcience or Madnefs 
which caufes the Deftruftion, a Nation fure* 
ly has a Right to prevent fuch a Violerite, 
Without being troubled to know, whether 
the Diftempcr, from which it grows, has its 
Root in the Head, or in the Heart. The 
Romanijis have little Reafon to complaift of 
this Inftance of our Care for our own Secu* 
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fity, fince it is the Doftrine of their Church, 
taught by Councils, confirmed by Popes, 
and defended by their ableft Schoolmen 
and Divines, that Heretics have no Right 
to Dominion; that they may be dcpofed 
by the Pope, and their Subjeds abfolved 
from all Bonds of- Allegiance to them. 
And their Practice has been of a Piece with 
their Dodtrine : Henry the Third of France 
was excommunicated for a lefs Crime, for 
favouring only the Succeffion of a Proteftant 
Prince; and thus excommunicated, was 
"murdered by a poor Monk. Henry the 
Fourth was fa ftrongly oppofed by the 
League, animated by the Pope, that he could 
never fix himfelf in the Throtic till he 
changed his Religion. If we come to our 
owii Country, Queen Elizabeth was formal- 
ly depofed by a Ball from Rome; and her 
Subjects abfolved from their Obedience to 
her : nay, thrice was fhe depofed by three 
Popes, to (hew how conftant they were to 
this Point. When King James the Firft 
came to the Crown,, his firft Compliment 
from Rome, was by a Mandate of Clement 
the Eighth, declaring him incapable of hold- 
ing the Crown, becaufc he was an Here- 
tick ; that is, becaufe he was a Proteftant ; 
M and 
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and therefore enjoining his Subje6l$ to yield 
him no Duty or Obedience, But ifiotwith*^ 
ftanding this Dodlrine, fo well confirmed by 
Authority and Pradicc, yet confidering the 
prefent State of Britain^ and the Views of 
Romet I fhould not be iurprif^d to hear ber 
EoiifTaries maintaining, with all Solemnity^ 
the contrary Opinion. When a Protcftant 
Prince was to be depof^d by R(wian Cutb^-- 
lics^ it was proper Encouragement to tell 
them, that Hcrely was a Forfeiture of Do- 
minion; but now, that they want this Af- 
fiflance of the Proteftants of England to ad- 
vance a Popifli Prince to the Throne, we 
may certainly f xpedt to hear from them, that 
Religion is out of tb« Quefti<>n when the 
Claims and Title? of Princes are under De- 
bate; and perhaps too wq may be ready 
cnpugh to believe them ; fo much wifer are 
the Children of this World in their Genera^ 
tion, than the Children of Lights 

The Principles upon which the Legality 
of the prefent Eftablilliment are maintained, 
are J think but improperly made a Part of 
th« prefent Quarrel which divides the Na- 
tbn. There are but few who have not pre- 
cluded themfelves on this Point: thofe I 
mean whp have had Courage and Plainnefs 
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enough to own their Senfe^ and to forego the 
Adyantage$> either of Birth or Education^ 
rather than give a falfe Security to the Go« 
vcrnment, v^hich under their prcfent Per- 
fuafion they could not make good. To thefc 
I have nothing more to fay, than to wifh 
the^ what I think they well deferve, a bet-* 
ter Caufe 2 but to us, who had bound our- 
felves by previous Oaths and Obligations in 
the moft folemn Manner in the World, the 
Accefficn of his Majefty could adminifter 
no Occafion of reconfidering this Qaeftion : 
there was nothing new required of usj we 
had no Faith to give, which was not already 
plighted, and bound upon our Souls by the 
moft iacred Engagements. Thofe therefore 
under thefe Circumftances, who have open- 
ly engaged, or fecretly favoured the Rebel- 
lion, are void of all EiEcufe ; they are guilty 
of the grfeateft Crime undef the greateft Ag- 
gravation ; and ftem to have no Refuge 
left, but that which was Adam's Policy, 
who hid hifhfelf from the Prefence of the 
Lord God amongfi the Threes of the Gardefiy 
becaiife he had nothing to cover his Naked- 
nefs^ 

Should any fuch, quitting all Pretences of 

Diflatisfaftion with the Lawfulnefs of the 
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prcfent Government, plead Difobligations 
or Refentments of any Sort, as the Ground 
of their Proceedings, to them we anfwer in 
the Words of our bleffed Saviour, Te know 
not what Manner of Spirit ye are of. Where 
did they learn, that Rebellion is the proper 
Remedy in fuch Cafes ? The Church of 
England has no fuch Dodlrine ; and if they 
cannot govern their own Paffions, yet, in 
Juftice to her, they ought not to ufe her 
Name in a Caufe which fhe ever has, and 
will difclaim. 

It is perhaps too high a Degree of Vir- 
tue to expeft in this Age, that Men (hould 
adl with a fteady View to the public Good, 
without beine drawn at all by the Bias of 
their own Intereft. Whoever builds upon a 
Dependence on fuch a Behaviour from any 
Set of Men, will, I believe, find himfelf mlf- 
taken. Allow then what can;iot be avoid- 
ed, that Men will differ in their Views and 
•private Interefts, yet ftill methinks there 
'is one common Concern, which is the Pre- 
fcrvation of the whole, in the Security of 
which every Man's private Fortune is found- 
ed ; and it is as abfurd for a Man under any 
Refentment whatever to enter into Meafures 
deftrudive of his Country's Peace, as it 
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would be for him to bum the Title to his 
Eflate, becaufe the Tenant was behind in 
his Rent. 

If therefore we have any Concern for the 
Peace and Happincfs of our Country, or 
any Zeal to preferve the Light of the Gof- 
pel with which thefe Kingdoms have been 
blefled ; or if our Consciences are not hard- 
ened againft the Influence of the mod: fo- 
lemn Oaths and Obligations, under which 
we have bound ourfelves to be true and 
&ithful to our prefent Sovereign 5 we muft 
deteft this Rebellion, and with fincere 
Hearts adore the Goodnefs of God, who 
hath wrought this Deliverance for us. Let 
us then, in the fecond Place, confider, 

II. What Obligations we are under from 
the fame Motives, to ufc our own beft Eln- 
deavours to make perpetual the Bleffing of 
this Deliverance. 

This Obligation -is but the neccf&ry Con- 
fcquence of the Duty which we are met this 
Day to perform. Thankfgi^ing is little more 
than a foleran Piece of Mockery, if we have 
no Value for the Deliverance for which wq 
would ftem to be thankful. If any, or if all 
the Reafqns already mentioned, ought to ex- 
cite us to pray for the Peace of our Coun- 
M 3 try. 
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try, or to bkfs God for mftoring it, they 
muil alio move us to do what is in our own 
Power to prcfcrvc it ; fince in vain do we 
pray for the Affiflance of God in any Cafe, 
whilft we neglcft to ufe the Means of help- 
ing ourfelves, which he has put in our 
Power. 

How much the Pr efervation of the pre- 
fent Eftablifliment depends on the Succefs 
of public Councils, every Body knows ; and 
yet (hould I, by any particular Application, 
fcem to fuppofe that your Zeal in this Caufe 
wanted a Spur, I might well be thought to- 
be the only Stranger in IfraeU ^nd not to 
have knonvn the likings which have came to- 
pafs in thefe Days. 

What private Men can doj they beft 
know: many are certainly well qualified by 
their Reputation, their Station, and great 
Abilities, to promote the Intereft- of their 
King and Country; and furely it is every 
Man*s Duty to do what he thinks he law- 
fully may do^ to ferve thefe defirable Ends. 
And this would- be allowed to be a very rea- 
fonable Demand, were net the Nation un- 
happily divided into Fadtions, which have 
fwallowcd up all public Duty, and transfer* 
red to themfelves that Allegiance which is 

due 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE VII. 167 

title only to the Crown. Were there bat half 
the Zeil to ferve the Public, which Men 
daily eiprefs for the Intereft of their feveral 
Parties^ there would be but little Encourage- 
ment for a fccond Attempt to difturb.our 
Peace. 

It is wonderful to obfertre, in all Cafes, 
this fteady Adherence to Party : thofe who 
aicrib^ it to tmvt Corruption, and the fordid 
Ends of private Oain, fee but little into the 
true Caule j there is Another Principle more 
remote fronf> comtnon Obfervation, which 
has a greater Inflneftde 1 a Principle in itfelf 
more generous though oftentimes in it6 
Confequeilces ilot lefs pernicious ; I mean, 
the Regard which Men have for their own 
Credit and Reputation. This is the natural 
Fruit of the beft Soil ; every good Man has 
it, and it is the Life of virtuous Ai^ions^ 
when its Views are rightfy directed. But 
whe^c Kingdoms are divided into oppofite 
Factions, the true Standard of Reputation 
will always be k)ft, and Men will grow into 
Eftecm, not for their virtuous. Adtions, but 
for their Party Merit* Hence it comes to 
pafs, that in civil Dilutes, it is as reproach* 
ful to deviate from your Leadcr^s Opinion, 
as it is for a private Soldier to defert his 
M 4 General 
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General in the Day of Battle. The Obli- 
gations of the public Duty, or of private 
Opinion, will obtain no Quarter for you;, 
for fuch is your Cafe, that you may with 
lefs Hazard of Reproach commit almoft any 
Vice, than venture to be in the right with- 
out the Support of a Majority, This Evil 
is the more to be lamented, becaufe its In- 
fedlion fpreads moft eafily among the beft.. 
Hehidius Prifcus lived in the Degeneracy of 
the Empire, but had all the Virtues of an 
old Roman ; yet he was obferved to be ap- 
fetentior famay quflndo etiam fapienttbus, as 
the Hiftorian remarks, cupido gloria novijji- 
ma exuitur. But whatever may be faid in 
Excufe for this Paflion, in Matters which a 
willing Cafuift may perfuade himfelf to be 
indifferent; yet furely it is to be highly 
blamed, when the Profperity of oui* King, 
our Country, and our Religion are at Stake : 
in fuch a Time, every Man fhould run the 
Hazard of being true to' the Public, efpc- 
cially if he cannot defert it without being 
falfc to himfelf. 

There is another Evil, not much unlike 
the former, though of a different Kind, 
which is owing alfo to our unhappy Divi- 
fions. If, on one Side> it may be fometimes 
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difHcutt for Men who have no ill Intention 
to the Public, to difcharge their Duty to it; 
on the other, there will always be fome to 
rejoice when they do Wrong ; though Zeal 
for the Government never produces a more 
prepofterous EfFe6t, than when it makes 
Men take Plcafure in the Number, or in the 
Perverfenefs of its Enemies. Thofe who arc 
fincerely and with any Judgment in the In- 
tereft of the King,, have nothing more to 
wiih, than to fee the Hearts of all his Ma- 
jefty's Subjeds united in Obedience and Af- 
fe<aion to him ; or, if that is not to be ob- 
tained, to fee as many as can be* But there 
is a little Kind of Men, who miftaking their 
party Zeal for Affcdtion to the Government, 
feem tranfportcd when thofe, whom they 
have been taught to think their Enemies, 
do by any Miflbehaviour render themfelves: 
obnoxious to the prefent Powers : as they re- 
joice in fuch Miflbehaviour, fo are they apt 
fometimes to provoke it, and think them- 
felves never better entitled to plead their own 
Merit, than when they have urged others to 
fuch Things, as a wife Man and a Friend 
to the Government would with all his Care 
have laboured to prevent. 

Under thefe unhappy Circumflances there 
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is more Rcafon to wifh, than there is Ground 
to hope, for Peace and Unanimity at Home. 
It is an eafy Matter for a few defigning^^ 
Men to fill the People with great, and, at 
the fame Time, very unjuft Appreheniions 
from their Grovernors ; though his Majefty, 
m Im great Wifdom and Goodnefs, took at 
the very Beginmng the propcreft Step to 
prevent this Mifchicf, by declaring that he 
would always make the Conftitution in 
Church mid State the Rule of his Adminif- 
tration. As our Conftttutidn in Church has 
many Frierrds, fb to our great Misfortune 
has it fotne Enemies ; and as it cannot be 
diflfembled, but that the Fears and Jcalbtrfies 
en one Sidfe, fo it will hardly be denied, but 
that the Hopes and Expedtations on the 
other, have been very Unreafonablc. And 
confidering how People, in a State of Sufpi- 
cion, watch and obferve each other, how 
naturally the Fears of one increafe by feeing 
the Hopes of the other, without knowing 
or enquiring what Ground or Foundation 
there is, for them; it will be neceflary, in 
order to* quiet the angry Spirit that is^ among 
us, to fupprefs t/jefe Hopes, as well as to al* 
lay thofe Fears : and I pray God to reduce 
them both to their proper Bounds, that we 
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may aU be content to obey on the &me 
Terms» on which his Majefty has aflured ua 
he is difpofed to govern. 

But above alU )et us take Care to juftify 
ourfelves in our Concern for our holy Reli« 
gion^ which is our beft Plea^ and fareflr 
Pledge of divine Favour, by adorning in our 
Lives and Converfations the Doctrine whicb 
we profefs. We have with commendable 
Zeal, on many Occafions, flood in Delence 
of our Religion, at the Expence of the Blood 
and Treafure of the Nation : let it not be 
obferved by our Enemies, that the Religion 
cf England is a mere Watch- word for an 
Army, never valued but when ' it is to be 
fought for ; and in Times of Peace laid by, 
condemned to ruft, with other the ufeleis 
Arms and Inftruments of War. Our Reli* 
gion has domeftic, as well as foreign Ene- 
mies ; we have feen with what an uncota- 
mon Zeal it has been attacked by Infidels ; 
profeffing not to introduce any religious 
Perfuafion, but to throw out all. Thefe 
Men, who deride all Religion, will be found 
in the End to be the beft Agents for them 
who labour to bring in the worft: and the 
Intereft of our Country being fo united to 
the Caufe of Religion, fuch profane Liberty 
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is deftruftive of dur Security, fincc every. 
Heart, that is alienated from a Senfe of God 
and Religion, carries off with it a Pair of 
Hands from the Defence of the Public. 

To a Zeal for true Religion let us add 
Charity, the Crown of all Virtues ; and let 
us fandify this Day of our Deliverance, by 
laying afide all Hatred, Malice, and Defire 
of Revenge ; that we may with one Heart, 
and one Mind, glorify God for his Mercies, 
and implore his Prote<flion for ourielves, our 
King, and our Country ; that he would give 
us the Bleflings of Truth and Peace ; that 
he would long preferve our Sovereign ; and 
that there may never want a Proteftant 
Prince defcended from him, to ^^ m and 
cut before his People . 
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Acts xx- 35* 

I have Jhewed you all Things, how that fo 
labouring ye ought to fupport the Weak ; 
and to remember the Words of the Lord 
J ejus y how he/aid. It is more blejed to give 
than to receive. 

THESE Words concluded the moving 
Speech which St. Paul made to the 
Elders of the Church of Ephefusy when he 
took his final Leave of them. The Time he 
had to difcourfe with them was but little, 
and the Occafion was very folcmn ; which 
Circumftances would determine him to 
mention nothing to them, but what he* 
Judged to be of the laft Confequence and 
• Concern i and what they ought always to 
remember, as the dying Words of their great 
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Teacher and Apoftle. At the a5th Verfc» 
you find him under the Paffion of a Father 
bidding adieu to his Children and the 
World ; And now, behold^ I know ihat ye 
ally among whom I have gone preaching the 
Kingdom ofGod^Jhallfee my Face no more. 
But to (hew that this Care of them would 
outlive himfelf, he gives them- his laft Ad- 
vice, the beft, the only Legacy he had to 
beftow. Two Things he efpecially recom- 
mends to them, the Care of the Church of 
God» and the providing for the Neceffities 
of the Poor and Hclplefs. The former 
Charge you have at the 28th Verfe 1 ^ake 
Heed therefore unto your/elves, and to all the 
Flocks over which the Holy Ghojl bath made 
you Overjeers to feed the Church of God, 
which he bath pur chafed with bis own Blood. 
The latter you read in the Words of the 
Text : IhaveJJjewedyou alll'hings, bc^w that 
fo labouring ye ought to fupport the Weak ; 
and to remember the Words of the Lord Jefus^ 
bow befaidy It is more blejjed to give than to 
receive. 

There are fon>e Duties fo effential to Re- 
ligion, fo neceifary to form the Chara£ter of 
a good Man, much more of a good Chrift- 
ian, that they always have been, and I hoj^e 
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wUl always continue to be the Preacher's 
common Topic. Yet this^ I know* is in 
fome Refpec^s a Difadvantage, and that Ex- 
hortations of this Kind are efteemed to be 
fo much Things of Courfe, that they are 
often ufcd with more Effe^ by others, 
from whom they are lefs cxpedtcd. I have 
need therefore to befpeak your Favour, that 
I may be heard on this SubjcA, without 
incurring the Cenfure^ of being thought a 
common Beggar. And yet not to diflemble 
my Intention, b^ I would ; partly indeed 
for your Sakes, whofe Neceflities can no 
otherwife be relieved but by Charity ; but 
much more for your Sakes, whofe ample 
Fortunes, if rightly adminiftercd, entitle you 
to the choiccft Bleflings of the Gofpel; For 
it is more bleJJ'ed to give than to receive. 

In fpeaking of the Duty and Obligations 
of Charity, in this reftraincd Senfe of the 
Word J in which it regards only the tem- 
poral Wants and Neceflities of our Bre- 
thren ; there are three Things proper to be 
conliicred. 

Firjiy How far the Obligations of this 
Duty extend ; for that they do not extend 
equally to all, is evident, becaufe fuch as are 
qualified to receive, are in all ordinary Cafes 
exempted from giving, 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly^ Who are duly qualified to re- . 
ceive Charity. 

Thirdly, What is the Bleffing and Re- 
ward that attends upon the faithful Dif- 
charge of this Duty. 

The firft Thing to be confidered is, how 
far this Duty extends ; I have fhewed you 
all Things, fays the Apoftle, How that fo 
labouring ye ought to fupport the Weak. 
In the Verfes preceding the 'Text, he had 
fet before them his own Example, and the 
Method he took to provide for himfelf, and 
thofe who were with him. / have coveted, 
fays he, no Man's Silver or Gold or Apparel. 
Tea, ye yourfelves know, that thefe Hands 
have minijiered unto my NeceJJities, and to 
them that were with me. Now the Exhor- 
tation of the Text being founded on fhc 
Example which the Apoftle himfelf had 
given, and thofe Words, T'hat fo labouring 
ye ought to fupport the Weak, necefTarily 
referring to fuch Labour as Si. Paul had un- 
dergone, vfhtn his own Hands miniftered to 
his own Neceffities ; it is evident, th^t the 
Apoftle direfted, that Part of what they 
could earn, even by the Labour of their 
Hands, fhoiild be fet afide and dedicated to 
Works of Charity. The fame Diredion is 
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repeated in his Epiftle to the Epbefians^ 
Chap, iv. 28. Let him that JioJe Jieal no 
more ; but rather let bim labour ^ working 
'with bis Hands the Tibing which is good^ 
that he may have to give to him that needetb. 
Where you find Labour enjoined them, not 
only that they may have an honeft Means 
of fupporting themfclves, but that they 
might have fomething likewife to fpare in 
Charity to fuch as were in Diftrefs, and un^ 
abk to work for their own Living. As the 
Apoftle pleads his own Example to the El- 
ders of the Church of Ephefus ; £0 docs he 
likewife to the l^befalonians^ in his g^d Epiftle 
wrote to them; Neither did we^ fays he, 
eat any Mans Bread for nought % but wrought 
Hvitb Labour and "Travail Night and Day% 
that we might not be chargeable to any of 
you. Not becaufe we have not Power, (/. e. 
a Right to claim a Maintenance as Minifter* 
of the Gofpel) but to make our/elves an 
En/amp ie for you to follow us. Ch^p. iii. 
verfe 9. 

PVom thefe Paflages laid together, it is 
manifeft, that the Apoftle calls upon all in- 
differently, the Elders and Paftors of the 
Church, as well as others, to labour, work-' 
ing with their Hands ; and be chargers on 
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their Labour, hot only the Duty of pro- 
viding for themfelves and Families, but aifo 
the Care of fupporting thofe among them 
who were indigent and neceflitous : but the 
Meafures and Proportions of Charity not 
being Things of a determinate Nature, but 
fuch as are relative to the Circumftances and 
Conditions of Times and Perfons, and vary 
and change together with them ; it muft be 
abfurd to apply the Rules relating to Cha- 
rity, which are to be found in the Holy 
Scriptures, to ourfelves and our own Times, 
without making a due Allowance for the 
Difference in our Circumftances and theirs 
to whom the Rules were firft dircdled. 
And therefore to give you a juft fenfe of the 
Meaning of the Text, and of other apofto- 
lical Rules concerning the Practice of Cha- 
rity, it will be neceflary to fhew you what 
was the State of the Times and Perfons to 
which thofe Rules have Reference. 

The Church of Chrift at the firft preach- 
ing of the Gofpel confifted almoft wholly 
of the Poor and Indigent, fuch as were 
hardly able to fupport and maintain them- 
felves by their Labour, much lefs to be li- 
beral towards the Support of others : for 
this Reafon St. Paul chofe rather to work 

for 
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for his Bread with his own Hands, than 
to make his Miniftry burthenfome to the 
Churches ; though at the fame Time hb 
aflerts the Right he had to be fupported by 
them in his Function, notwithftanding the 
Narrownefs of their own Circumftances. 
The Learning and Education of the firft 
Converts were no better than their Fortunes; 
and even the Rulers of the Church were 
oftentimes taken from Trades and mean 
Employments ; the Spirit of God wonder- 
• fully fupplying their ^Defedls, and enabhng 
them under all outward Disadvantages to 
promote the Caufe of the Gofpel with great 
Courage and Succefs, Upon this Accougt 
the Gofpel is fpoken of, as the peculiar 
Portion and Inheritance of the Poor ; our 
Saviour gives it as a Chara<3:eriftick of him- 
felf and his Miffion, that the Poor bad the 
Gofpel preached to them^ A^atth. xi. 25. 
And St, Faul addreffing to the Corinthians, 
difcovers to us the Condition of that Church; 
Te fee your Calling, Brethren, bow that not 
many wife Men after the Flejh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called \ hut God 
hath chofen thefoolijh Tubings of the Worlds 
to confound the Wife ; and God hath chofen 
the weak things of the World, to confound the 
N 2 Things 
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things which are mighty ^^ and hafe TC kings of 
the WorU^ and Things which are defpifed, 
bath (jod chofeny yea^ and Things which are 
not J to bring to nought the Things that are. 
I Cpr. i. 26, 27, 28. 

Thcfe Circumftances of the firft Chrift- 
ians confidered^ it is cafy to juftify the Pro- 
priety of the Apoftle's Exhortation in the 
Text. When you refleft how Poverty 
reigned through the whole Body, you will 
not think it ftrange that the Apoftle fpeaks 
of Labour, even to the Elders of the 
Church; fince their own Labour and Work 
were the only Riches the Chriftians of thofe 
Days were in Pofleffion of; and it muft be 
cither Perverfenefs or Ignorance that makes 
fome argue from this, and other like Paflages 
of Scripture, againft a fettled Maintenance 
for the Chriftian Clergy 5 without feeing, 
that the Confequence, if there be any Thing 
in it, muft equally affedl the whole Body of 
Chriftians : for the Reafon why the Go* 
vernors of 'the Church were poor, was, bc- 
caufe the whole Church was fo ; and if the 
Example rnuft be preftcd to oblige the pre- 
fent Times, all Men muft part cither with 
their Eftatcs, or their Religion ; othcrwifc 
we cannot be in the Condition of the pri- 
mitive^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE VIII. i8i 

mitive Church. It would at this Time of 
Day be no very proper Exhortation to call 
upon all Chriftians without Diftindlion, to 
work with their Hands, that they might 
have fomething to fpare in Charity 5 but it 
was not only proper/ but neceflary in the 
Beginning, when thete was no other Source 
of Riches in the Church, but the Work 
and Labour of Chriftians. In the Text, you 
fee the Elders, and with them all others, 
were called upon to labour, that they might 
be able to fupport the Weak : and in the 
Epiftle to the Epbefians^ the Precept is ge* 
ncral, I'o labour^ working ivitb the Hands^ 
that there may be fomething to fpare to him 
that needeth. Can you imagine, that no- 
thing is fit to be dedicated to Charity, but 
what is earned by bodily Labour ? or that 
thofe who have plentiful Fortunes and 
Eftates are obliged to work with their 
Hands, that they may by their Labour fup* 
ply the Wants of others, which they can 
fetter and rabre cfFedually fupply out of 
their large Revenues ? It may be, and cer- 
tainly is, very proper for us to exhort you 
to part with fomething out of your Abun- 
dance, to cafe the Wants of the Poor, to 
ipare fomethbg out of the Superfluities of 
N^3/ For- 
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Fortune, to fupport the Neceflitous : but 
it had been very improper for the Apoftles 
,£o to have exhorted Chriftians, at a Time 
vvhcn there were none v^ho had either 
Abundance or Superfluity ; all they could 
do v^as to admoniflb and perfuade thofe who 
were able to labour more abundantly, that 
they might be in a Condition to contribute 
to the Relief of fuch as were unfit for work 
by Age, Sicknefs, or other Infirmity. Thofe 
who are able to work, who are blefled with 
Health and Strength, and Soundnefs of 
Limbs, are rich with refped to thofe who 
are incapable thtough Want of Limbs, or by 
the Weight of Years, to aflift themfelves ; 
and therefore, when bodily Labour was the 
whole Riches of the Church, there was a 
Neceffity that the Strong fhould work to 
fupport the Weak; or that the Weak fhould 
perifh in their Want and Poverty. And this 
fhews the Reafon of fuch Precepts of Cha- 
rity, in which Men are moved to part 'with 
fomething, even out of the little they can 
earn by the Sweat of their Brows. 

This will help us likewife to underftand 
•fome other PafTages of Scripture relating to 
the Exercife of Charity. St. Paul gives the. 
Corinthians timely Notice of his Intention, 

to 
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to make a^CoUedlion among them for cha- 
ritable Ufes ; and exhorts them to lay by a 
little every Week, as they could fpare it, 
that he might find them prepared to con- 
tribute when he fhould come. Now this 
plainly regards their Poverty and low Cir- 
cumftances ; for had they been rich, there 
had been no need for it j but they were not 
fb wealthy as to pay Bills at Sight; and, 
therefore, their only way was to prepare their 
Sum by little and little, as their Circum- 
llances would give them leave to fpare it. 

In the Second Epiiftle to the Corinthians, 
the Apoftle is upon the fame Argument, and 
prcfles them to be liberal with great Ear- 
neilnefs; but that he might not feem to 
bear too hard upon their Neceffities, he 
thus corrects himfelf ; I mean not that other 
Men be eafed^ and you burthened \ but by an 
'Equality^ that now at this Time your Abun- 
dance may be a Supply for their Want, 2 Cor* 
viii. 13, 14. What does this Equality mean, 
which he would introduce between the 
Givers and Receivers of Charity ? Muft wc 
ilrip ourfelves fo far as to be upon a Level 
with the Poor, who afk our Alms ? This is 
a hard Saying, and^j if purfued ftridtly, would 
introduce great Confvifiqn and Diforder into 

N4 the 
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the World. But if you confidcr the Condi- 
tion of the Church when the Apoftle wrote, 
you will fee how properly he addrcffes them* 
They might well have faid to him, Why 
muft all the Burthen lie on us? What have 
we, that we /do not purchafe by irkfome Toil 
and Labour ? To prevent which Complaint, 
the Apbftle is before-hand with them in 
declaring, that he meant not that they 
(hould be burthened, and others fet at cafe : 
had he been applying to the Rich and 
Wealthy, there could have been no Occa- 
fion for this Caution, for they can give with 
a liberal Hand, and yet pot be burthened. 
So likewife the Equality he fpeaks of has 
the fame View; he prclTes it not as in itfclf 
Juft or neceflary 5 but in refpedt to the 
Time, it could not be avoided; fbf wheA 
there arc none but Poor to relieve the Poor, 
it is plain how near the Equality muft Be 
between the Giver and the Receiver. This 
Equality, therefore, the Apoftle does not lay 
down as a general Rule and Proportion, to 
be obferved in Charity ; but rather excufeS 
it, as the neceflary Circumftance of the 
Charity of thofe Times. 

From what has been faid, we may leartt 
to give an Anfwer to the firft' Enquiry, 

namely. 
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namely, how for the Duty of Charity oc* 
tends ? The Apoftle brings all under the 
Obligations of it, who are able to labour ; 
but this muft be mitigated by the Diflferencc 
of Circumflances between us and thofe to 
whom the Apoftle fpoke. He prefied all to 
labour, in order to their being charitable ; 
the Reafon is plain, he had none to fpeak to 
but fuch as lived by their Labour : but were 
he in this Place, at this Day, his l^xhorta- 
tion, I doubt not, would be directed efpe- 
cially to the Rich and Wealthy, to fuch of 
you as enjoy the Bledings of Heaven in an 
■uncommon Degree, Thofe who live by 
their Labour, are rich and profperous in 
Comparifon of the poor Wretches who 
move miferably on Crutches, or who want 
Hands to help themfelves ; and they owe a 
Tribute to God for the Strength they enjoy 
of his Gift, This is plain from the Apoftle*$ 
Rule ; and if it is, if even the meaner Sort 
are indebted to their great Mafter, and muft 
pay an Acknowledgment out of the little 
they receive I how much greater are your 
Obligations, who neither toil nor fpin, and 
yet are clothed in Glory, who neither reap 
nor gather into Barns, and yet are fed in 
Plenty ? This is plain. But it is harder td 
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fay with Rcfpcft to the lower Part of Man- 
kind, where the Obligation to this Duty 
begins ; for although fome who labour may 
he Debtors to Charity, yet all are not, be* 
caufc all are not able to anfwcr the Neccffi- 
ties of themfelves and their Families by the 
Proiit of their Work; and fuch can be under 
BO Call to contribute to others. If I may 
have leave to deliver an Opinion in a Matter 
no where clearly determined, I would found 
it on the Advice which St, Paul gives to 
the Corinthians f that they fhould lay by in 
Stofe the firft Day of every Week> as God 
had profpered them ; that is, that fome 
Part of what remained after a Provifion for 
the prefent Occafions of themfelves and 
Families, fhould be referved to Charity, In 
this View, all who are in a faving Way, or 
who may be fo with prudent Care, are un- 
der the Obligations of Charity ; for it is but 
reafonabk^ that we fhould do good in Pro- 
portion as we grow rich. Between our 
own prefent Wants, and the prefent Wants 
of others. Nature will admit of no Compa- 
rifon ; hut when we are able to lay up for 
ourfelves, it is hardly confiflerit with the 
Love we owe our Brother, to be fo par- 
tial to ourfelves^ as to fuifer the Care for 
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-OUT own future Wants, to fhut out the 
Confideration of his prefent Mifery. But 
this Matter is left to every Man's Difcretion^ 
in order to prove his Love, fince too ftrid 
Rules would in great Meafure deftroy the 
Virtue of Charity, the true Value of which 
lies chiefly in this, that it is a Free-will 
Offering. 

Let us then proceed to the fecond En- 
quiry, namely, who are duly qualified to re- 
ceive Charity. 

/ have jhewed you all Things^ bow tbatfo 
labouring^ye ought tofupport the Weak. By 
the Weak here we muft underftand, fuch as 
are hot able to labour and work for their 
own Living ; for fince all who can labour 
are placed on one Side, and made Debtors 
to Charity, the Weak, who are placed on 
the other Side, and who have a Right to be 
fupportcd by Charity, muft be fuch as arc 
not able to work, or to provide for them- 
felves in any honeft Calling or Employment. 
This Cafe is fully determined by the Apoftle 
in his. fecond Epiftle to the Thejfalonians i 
When we were with you, fays he, this we 
commanded you, that if any would not work, 
neither Jhould be eat j for we bear that there 
are fome which walk among you diforderly^ 
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working not at all, but are Bufy ^bodies : 
Now them that are fucb we command, and 
exhort, by our Lord J ejus Chriji, that with 
^ietnefs they work, and eat their own^ 
Bread, Chap. iii. lo, ii, 12. Here you 
fee all fuch as could work, excluded from 
the Benefit of Charity, and laid under a Ne* 
ceflity to labour by this Injundion; If thy 
. will not work, neither let them, eat; that is, 
let them not be fupportcd in their Idlenefs, 
but be compelled by Hunger to do their 
Duty, that they nuy, as the Apoftle fpeaks, 
eat their own Bread, and not become a 
Burthen upon the Charity of the Church. 

The general Rule then arifmg from thefe 
apollolical Prefcepts, feems to be this : That 
fuch only are due Objefts of Charity, who 
are through Sicknefs or other Infirmity 
rendered incapable of Labour. And yet 
this Rule, if conftrued to a rigorous Senfe, 
will be found inconfiftent with Rcafon and 
Equity ; for it may happen, that the Man 
who is moft able to labour, and who docs 
labour to the utmofl of his Strength and 
Power, may be the moft pitiable and unex- 
ceptionable Objed: of Charity : the Reafon 
is, becaufe a Man is not in all Cafes able to 
earn fo much as the Neceffities of himfetf 
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and Family require ; and then he muft 
either perilh, or be relieved ; and his work- 
ing for his' Maintenance as much as he can, 
is fo far from excluding him, that there 
cannot be a better Plea in his Behalf. 
Where poor Families are numerous, and 
confift moftly of young Children, who can 
bring in nothing to the common Stock, by 
any Thing they are capable of doing, this 
Cafe often happens ; and the Wants of the 
Family exceed all that the Diligence and 
Induftry of the Parents can provide. 

But though we cannot ftate the Rule of 
Charity fo as to exclude all who can la- 
bour ; yet it may feem reafonable perhaps 
fo to limit it, as that all who can work 
Ihould work before, they are entitled to any 
Affiftance from others. There is much more . 
Equity in this than the other ; yet even to 
require this, in all Cafes, would be cruel and 
inhuman : we know the Cafualties that all . 
human Things are fubjed: to; we have ken 
many reduced to Poverty and Want, from * 
the moft flourifhing and profperous Condi- 
tion : Fire and Water, Winds and Storms, 
which are the fecret Minifters of Provi- 
dence, caufe mighty Changes in the World, 

and 



Digitized 



by Google 



190 DISCOURSE VIII. 

and often place the Richeft upon the fame 
Level with the Pooreftj and whenever it 
pleafes God to fet fuch Inftances before us, 
the tendered Regard is due to their Misfor- 
tunes* When you fee a Man fallen under 
fuch Calamities, one perhaps too who has 
been a Father to the Needy and Friendlefs, 
who has relieved Hundreds in the Days of 
his Profperity, would you, when the Hand 
of God was upon him, turn afide from his 
Afflidtion, and fay, Go, work .for your Liv- 
ing ? Though indeed, in a reafonable Way 
of judging, they who have not been inured 
to labour from their Youth, but have had a 
liberal ingenuous Education, may be fairly 
reckoned in the Number of thofe who are 
not able to work. The Plea of the unjuft 
Steward in the Gofpel, when it was put into 
the Mouth of fuch an honcft unfortunate 
Man, has every Thing in it to move your 
Pity and Compaffion : / cannot dig^ to beg I 
am ajhamed. 

Since then there can be hardly any ge- 
neral Rule fixed, which will be equally ap- 
plicable to all Cafes, it may be worth our 
while to examine the Reafon and Equity 
from which this Duty flows, which will 
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ferve to dired: us in all the various Circum- 
ftances under which the Objects of Charity 
prefent themfelves. 

Charity is a relative Duty, and fuppofes 
the Diftinftion of Rich and Poor, fince, if 
there were no fuch Diftindlion, there could 
be no Reafon affigned, why any Man fhould 
part with what he has to another, who is 
already in as eafy a Fortune and Condition 
as himfelf. The Diftinftion ^f Rich and 
Poor fuppofes Property ; for if all Things 
were in common, and every Man had a 
Right to ferve himfelf at Difcretion out of 
the Heap, one could not be richer than 
another, but every Man would have an 
equal Title to every Thing : but then how 
unequally foever the good Things of the 
World are divided, the Wants and Neceffi- 
ties of Nature arc fhared in common : the 
Poor are as fenfible.of Hunger, and Thirft, 
and Cold, as the Rich are ; and it cannot be 
fuppofed that God fi?nt Men into the World 
with fuch Wants and Cravings, merely to 
ftarvc and perilh under them ; and yet how 
Ihall their Wants be fupplicd, who* have 
nothing to fupply them with? Steal they 
muft not 5 for that would be to invade the 
facrcd Law of Property, and overturn the 
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Order which God has fettled and appointed : 
it remains therefore, that they muft obtain 
the Things they want from the Proprietors 
of the World, in exchange for fiich Services 
as they are able to perform* 

But is this, you will fay, a fufficient 
Source for the Maintenance of &e Poor i 
What if thofe who are in PoflefGon fhouid 
refufe to accept the Service of the Poor, in 
exchange fof their Wealth ? This would be 
an hard Queflion, were there not an equal 
Neccffity on both Sides; had not Provi- 
dence fo ordered it, that the Rich can no 
more live without the Poor, than the Poor 
without the Rich ; which being the Cafe, 
the Poor, who are able to aflifl the Rich, 
can never want a Means of Subfiflence. 
How would a rich Man differ from a poor 
one, were he to ferve himfelf in all the Ne* 
ceflities of Life ? What would fignify your 
large Tra<Sts of Land, were you to plough 
and fow with your own Hands ? What 
Pleafure or Advantage would your nume- 
rous Flocks yield, were you to fpin the 
Wool yourfelves, before you could be dew- 
fended from the Winter's Frofl ? Since then 
the Rich are under a Neceflity of being 
ferved by the Poor, as much as the Poor are 
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of being maintained by the Rich, it evi- 
dently follows, that the Rich have as good 
a Right to require Service from the Poor, 
as the Poor have to demand Maintenance 
from the Rich ; and confequently the Rich 
may as reafonably withdraw their Mainte- 
nance, as the Poor withdraw their Service j 
which fhews the Equity of the Rule in ge- 
neral. If any Man will not worky neither let 
him eat ; for, in Truth, were the Poor to 
be maintained without working, the Rich 
would be in the worfe Cafe of the two; but 
there can be no Obligation on the Rich to 
exercife a Charity, which would deftroy the 
very Diftinftion of Rich and Poor; and 
therefore there can be no Obligation on the 
Rich to maintain an idle Poverty. 

It is evidently then agreeable to Reafon 
and Equity, that the Poor, who have Strength 
and Ability for Labour, fliould work for 
their Living. Let us in the next Place 
confider, how the Duty of the Rich flands 
with refpedt to this Sort of Poor. 

The Right which all Men have to Main-* 
tenance and Subfiftence is a fuperior Right 
to that of Property ; for the great Law of 
Sclf-prefervation is antecedent to all private 
Laws and Poffcffions whatever ; the Confc- 
O quencc 
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quence of which is, that in the laft Refult, 
the Property of the Rich is fubjeft to the 
Maintenance of the Poor, Since then the 
Rich cannot in Reafon preferve their Pro- 
perty longer than the Poor a Way of Main- 
tenance ; and fince the Poor have no other 
Way, ordinarily fpcaking, but their Labour ; 
it follows, that the Rich are as much obliged 
to employ the Poor, as the Poor are to work 
for the Rich ; and one is as much the ne- 
cefTary Confequence of the Diftindion be- 
tween Rich and Poor, as the other. 

As reafonable as this may feem upon the 
general View, yet it is hard to tell every 
particular rich Man, what the Meafure o£ 
his Duty is, in this Cafe ; or how naany 
Poor he ought to employ : but the Wifdom 
of Providence has in great Meafure fuper- 
fedcd this Difficulty; for a rich Man. cannot 
enjoy his Eftate, cannot live anfwerably to 
his Fortune and Condition, without creating 
a great Deal of Work, for the Support and 
E ncouragemen t of the Poor. The gayeft of 
their Attire comes through* the Hatids of 
the Poor ; and he that makes a fine Gar- 
ment for you, will earn a coarfe one at leaft 
for himfelf ; he that fearches the Seas and 
Woods to furnifh Dainties to your Table, 
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fupplics his own at the fame Time with 
wholcfomc, though Icfs delicious Fare, 
Every Man therefore, who lives anfwerably 
to his Condition, does his Part in furnifhing 
the Poca- with Work and Maintenance: and 
in this Method . the Poor receive Support 
feom the Rich in Proportion to the differ- 
ent Degrees of their Wealth ; for if all live 
fiiitahly to their Condition, every Man will 
farnifli Work to the Induftrious, in Propor- 
tion to his Fortune. 

Upon this View of the World, you may 
judge what real Iniquity there. is in the 
Temper and PraSice of the covetous penu- 
rious Miiep: that he denies himfelf the 
Comforts and Enjoyments of Life> is the 
kaft Part of his Crime ; for whilft he 
pinches himfelf, he ftarves the Poor ; and> 
by living like a Beggar in the Midft of 
Plenty, he withdraws from the Needy and 
Induibrious that Maintenance which Grod 
has appointed for them. Human Laws 
have provided no Rcmecfy for this EviU nor 
indeed can Aey ; but it may one Day per- 
haps be found as criminal to rob the Poor 
of their Work, as to rob the Rich of their 
PoiiefEonSi Nay, this Opprcffion often 
meets with its Reward in the fecond or 
O z third 
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third Generation, even in this World, It 
18 common to fee the Mifer's Son or Grand- 
fon fquander the Wealth of his Anceftor, 
with the utmoft Folly and Profufenefs : and 
when we behold fuch Inftances, can wc 
help thinking, that the Providence of God 
is uiing the Extravagance of the Son» to do 
juftice to the Poor, who were injured and 
oppreflcd by the Penury of the Father? For 
whatever Mifchief Extravagancy may do to 
private Men and Families, yet this Good at 
leaft flows from it, that the fame Extrava- 
gance which is the Undoing of a vain rich 
Man, often makes Way for the Advance- 
ment of many an induftrious poor one ; or 
is at leaft, for the Time it lafls, a new Fund 
of Work thrown into the Maintenance of 
the Needy, 

Whenever this ordinary Method of fup- , 
porting the Poor fails, the providing for 
them is a Debt lying over the PoflTefliions of 
the Rich, as a neceflfary Condition of that 
Law which fecures them in their Property, 
by making it penal for the Poor to difpoflefs 
them by Force or Violence. And this fhews 
the Reafonablenefs of our own Law, which 
has fubjedied all the Eftates and Fortunes of 
the Kingdom to the Maintenance of the 

Poor, 
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Poor, in Dcfeft of other Means j which is 
not a new Burthen laid on private Property 
by the mere Strength of an arbitrary Law, 
but is the Voice of Reafbn and Nature, ac- 
knowledged and enforced by the Wifdom 
and Power of the Legiflaturc. 

You fee then how the Duties arifing 
from the Diftincflion of Rich and Poor, 
iland upon the Foot of natural Reafon and 
Equity. 

The Gofpel, though it has left Men in 
Poffeffion of their ancient Rights, yet has 
it enlarged the Duties of Love and Com- 
paffion ; and taught rich Men to confider 
the Poor, not only as Servants, but as Bre- 
thren; and to look upon themfelves not 
only as the Matters, but as the Patrons and 
Protedors of the Needy. Upon this View, 
the induftrious Poor are entitled to the rich 
Man's Charity ; fince in the Candour of the 
Gofpel, we ought to affift our poor Neigh- 
bours, not only to live, but to live com- 
*fortably: and an honeft laborious Poverty 
has Charms in it to draw Relief from any 
rich Man, who has the Heart of a Chriftian, 
or even the Bowels of Nature. Mean Fa- 
milies, though perhaps they may fubfift by 
their Work, yet go through much Sorrow to 
O 3 earn 
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earn their Bread; if they complain noU 
they are more worthy of Regard ; theif 
filent Suffering, and their contented Refig- 
nation to Providence, entitle them to the 
more Compaflion 3 and there is a Pleafure 
not to be defcribed in Words, which the 
rich Man enjoys, when he makes glad the 
Hearts of fuch patient Sufferers; and, by his 
Liberality, makes them for a Time fcx-get 
their Poverty and Diftrefs ; that even with 
refpedl to the prefent Enjoyments, the 
Words of the Text are verified ; If is more 
blejfed to gtve^ than to receive. 

But, to fpeak of the Duty flridkly, Charity 
muft begin where the Maintenance of the 
PoOT fails; for whenever it becomes im- 
poffible for them to provide for themfclves, 
it becomes the Duty of others to provide 
for them. Now Work being the Mainte- 
nance of the Poor, it is evident, that when- 
ever their Work feils, they become Objefts 
of Charity : and this happens many Ways ; 
fometimes it happens for want of Employ- 
ment ; and whenever it does, it is a noble 
Inflance of Charity to furnifli Work for 
fuch ufeful Hands. It is a Charity which 
the Rich may make fubfervient, either to 
their Pleafure or their Profit; and be it 

either 
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, either Profit or Pleafure which accrues to 
the Rich Man, as it arifes from Charity, it 
will bring a Blefling along with it ; and look, 
whatfoever he doth, it fhall profper. 

Sometimes their Want arifes from Idle- 
ncfs, which is generally attended with great 
Corruption of Morals. When this is the 
Cafe, it is a Kindncfs, rather than a Punifli- 
ment, to enure them to Labour by whole- 
fome Difcipline : for Work being the poor 

, Man's Maintenance, Idlcncfs in him is the 
fame Thing as Extravagance in the ^ich ; 
one deftroys the Subftaye of the Poor^ as 
cfFedually as the other does the Subftance 
of the Rich. 

That the Younjg, and the Old, whofe 
Years render them incapable of taking Care 
of themfelves ; that the Impotent and Lame, 
who have not only the Neceflities, but the 
Miferies of Life to ftruggle with ; that the 
difeafed in Body and Mind, who want either 
Strength or Reafon to dired: it to any ufe- 
ful Purpofes, are all fit Objefts of Chriftian 
Charity and Compaflion, is too well known 
to be infifled on. Thefe Calamities, which 
arc incident to human Life, and are not 
always the Confequences of Vice and Im- 
morality, but come either in the Courfe of 
<P4 . Nature, 
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Nature, or are fcnt by the fecret Difpofitiori 
of the Almighty,' what arc they, but the 
Voice of Providence, the Hand of God de- 
manding Charity ? 

To diredt you to the proper Methods of 
Charity, in regard to the feveral Objeds 
defcribed, that the Offering of an honefl: 
Heart may not be loft through Milapplica- 
tion i would be an ufeful, were it a necef- 
fary Part of this Day's Work : but behold, 
thefe Objedls arc all before you, and the 
Reports now to be read of the charitable 
Inftitutions of this ^cient and worthy City, 
will (hew you in what Hands you may fafely 
truft, whatever your Heart inclines you 
to offer to God for the Relief of the Mi- 
ferable. 

Here the Report was read. 

You have had now the State of thefe 
Charities fet before you ; you fee how ufe- 
fully their Revenue is applied, $nd yet how 
fhort it falls of the feveral Occafions. It 
remains on my Part, that, for the Encourage- 
ment of your Liberality, I fhould fpeak to 
the laft Thing propofed, namely. 

What is the Bleffing and Reward attend- 
ing on the faithful Difcharge of this Duty : 
// is more bkffed to give than to receive. 

O The 
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The Time already fpent admoniflies me 
to be fhort. In a Word then : If you com- 
pare the Conditions into which Men are di- 
vided, and the feveral Duties ; if you con- 
fider the Obligation the Rich are under to 
aflift the Needy, and. compare it with the 
much harder Obligation the Poor are under 
to toil for a mean Livelihood ; you will 
have Realbn to blefs God, who has placed 
you on the happier Side, and to comply 
with the Duty of your Station with all 
Thankfulncfs to the Almighty, and to ac- 
knowledge, that he has chofen for you the 
' better Part ; and if you difcharge the Duties 
proper to your Condition, you may have 
this Comfort added to it, it fhall not be 
taken from you. 

zdfy, In regard to the prefent Pleafure 
and Satisfadtion attending upon Works of 
Charity, the Giver has in all Refpeds a 
better Share than the Receiver. The poor 
Man has a prefent Comfort in the Relief of 
Charity; it is Eafe to his Suffering, and it is 
an Encouragement to fee that his Poverty 
is not defpifed by his richer Neighbours, 
who are fo compaffionate, as to come to the 
Support and Affiftance of it. But what is 
this to the Joy of giving Eafe and Comfort 

. to 
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to the Opprefled ; it is a Godlike Virtue to 
do Good, and the Pleafure of it has fome- 
thing in it fo divine, that Words cannot 
exprefs; To be Eyes to the Blind ^ and Feet 
to the Lame^ to be a Father to the Poor^ 
and a Defender of all under Oppreffion, are 
Characters which bear fome Refcmblancc 
to the Prerogatives of the Almighty, and 
arc the nobleft Efforts of a rational Mind, 
afpiring to be like its great Creator. 

^dfyy If we look beyond this prefent 
Scene, the Difference is wider. There is no 
Virtue in being relieved; a poor Man is not 
a better Man for the Charity he receives ; 
it brings with it an Increafe of Duty, and 
calls upon Jiim for a more fure Truft on 
God, for greater Thankfulnefs to him ; and 
fome Obligations it lays him under, with 
Refpeft to his Benefadtors here. And it 
may happen, that the Charity, which is his 
prefent Relief, may be a Burthen upon his 
future Account ; and will be fo, if he mif- 
applies the Gift. But the Giver has a better 
Profpedt before him; Charity is the Dif- 
charge of a Duty, and has the general Pro- 
mifes of Obedience ; it is a Virtue likewife 
diftinguilhed from the Reft, and has its own 
Reward ; the Bleilings of the Life which 
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is, and of that which is to come : it is a^ 
Debt which God will own at the laft Day; 
it is a Treafure transferred to Heaven, and 
will be repaid in never failing Riches. To 
conclude. Charity is a double Maintenance ; 
it gives temporal Life to the Poor, and fpi- 
ritual Life to the Rich : it beftows the 
Comforts of this World on the Receiver, and 
the Glories of Immortality on the Giver. 
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Matt, xviiii 29, 30. 

And bis Fellow Servant fell down at bis Feet^ 
and be/ought him, foying. Have Patience 
with me^ and I will pay tbee all. 

And be would not ; but went and caji bim 
into Prifon, till bejhouldpay tbe Debt. 

WHEN we confider the various Ca- 
lamities and DiftreiTes under which 
many Perfons and Families labour ; and 
their utter Inability to fupport themfelves 
under thefe Evils, it is fome Alleviation to 
obferve with what Diligence and Applica- 
tion Chriftian Charity has been at work to 
find proper Methods for the Comfort and 
Support of fuch as are in Mifery and Afflic- 
tion. 

This 
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Thia Thought ar ties. naturally from the 
Bufinefs of this Day. And furely, this great 
and worthy City never appears more honour* 
able in the Sight of God and Man, than 
'when affcmbltd for the Sake Md on the 
Behalf of thofe, who have nothing to plead 
for them, but their Mifery ; and nothing to 
return, but their Prayers* 

As the charitable Inftitutions under your 
Diredion and Government have no Ufe of 
Riches or Poffcffions hut for the Supply of 
the Needy ; the true Way of eftimating 
their Condition is, to confider the Propor- 
tion which their Revenues bear to the Nc- 
ceffities of thofe who ftand in Need of their 
Affiftancc. If the Pdcm- thrive and grow 
able to fupport themfclves^ the Hofpitals 
grow rich in Proportion ; if the Poor and 
their Wants increafb* the Hofplt^s them- 
felves grow pcx)r, and become the Objedt of 
every Chriftian's Charity. 
. From hence it is evident^ that whoever, 
hy any Methods of Oppreffion or Cruelty^ 
adds to the Number of the Poor and Mifer- 
able, does as truly zA in Oppofition to 
thefe charitable Foundations, and the End 
for which they are inftitufced, as if he look 
from them their Pofleflions. For whether 
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you increafe their Burthen, or leffen their 
Maintenance, it is the fame Thing. 

There are few who will fafpedt them- 
felves to be chargeable with any Defign 
againft thefe Charities ; and there arc, I be* 
Jieve, few indeed, who have any fornnied De- 
fign againft them. But if you confider the 
Cafe in the View now opened to you, it may 
appear, perhaps, that there are many who 
ad: daily in Oppofition to this good Work, 
increafing that Burthen, which is already 
almoft infupportable. 

There are many Ways which Men prac- 
tife^ in opprefling the Poor, which might 
properly fall under this Confideration ; but 
I fhall confine myfelf to that fingle Inft:ance, 
to which the Text relates, the Hardheart- 
ednefs and Cruelty, which Men ufe towards 
their poor infolvent Debtors. And I the 
rather choofe to fpeak to this Cafe, becaufc 
Men are apt to imagine that Confcience has 
nothing to do in it, and that they are fecure 
from any Guilt, fo long as they follow in a 
legal Manner the Method prefcribed by the 
Law. Perhaps too, for a like Reafon, this 
Iniquity has been lefs reproved, than it de- 
ferves, by the Preacher; for fear he fhould 
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be thought to condemn the Law of* bis 
Country. 

I have no fuch Fear ; nor do I mean to 
condemn the Law of my Country, or to 
charge it with the Cruelty of tbofe who 
abufc it. If the Law itfelf is fcvere, the 
more Reafon there is to be cautious in the 
Ufe of it : but if Men will turn the Law, 
which was given them for the Security of 
their Property, into an Inftrument of Op- 
preffion and Revenge, the Law is free, but 
they are guilty. And, without doubt, there 
have been many legal Proceedings in Courts 
of Juftice, which, when they come to be 
re-examined in a higher Court, the Judge 
and the Jury fliall be praifed for executing 
the Law faithfully, and yet the Profecutor 
condemned for Violence and Oppreffion. 

There is a plain Difference between the 
Laws made for the public Good and Safety, 
and thofe introduced in Favour of private 
Perfons; only with Refpedt to the firft men- 
tioned Laws, it is often criminal to conceal 
Offences committed againfl them, or to 
compound for them with the Offenders.* 
To conceal Treafon is an Offence of a very 
high Nature -, for every Man is concerned 
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ih the Life and Welfare of the King, and 
bound to defend him. To compound with 
Thieves and Robbers is criminal, for this 
plain Reafon among others, that whoever 
treats with a Thief for his Impunity, treats 
for a greater Intereft than he has a Right 
to difpofe of; for every Man has an Intereft 
in bringing fuch Offenders to Juftice : and- 
therefore no Man can remit the Penalty, but 
he who has a Right to adt for the Public, 
that is, the King only. 

But as to the Laws introduced for the 
Sake of private Rights and Properties, the 
Cafe is otherwife. For as every 'Man may 
difpofe of his own Rights and Properties as 
he thinks fit, fo he is at Liberty to ufe the 
Methods which the Law has provided for 
the Recovery of his Rights, or not to ufe 
them, as he pleafes. In all thefe Cafes 
therefore the Law provides the Remedy, 
and leaves the Ufe of it to the Confcience 
of the Party concerned. 

Since then Men are to be governed by 
the Rules of Reafon and Confcience, in the 
legal Profecution of their own Rights; I 
defire you to confider with me, what it is 
that. Reafon and Confcience and Chriftian 

P . Charity 
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Charity require of us in the Caie now under 
Coniideration. 

The Words of the Text are Part of Ope 
of our Saviour's Parables* They do ijioC 
contain an hlftorical Account of a ^adt, 
fijippofed to have happened jufl as it is. re- 
lated : but here is a Cafe ilated by pur bleir 
fed Lordy vtrith fuch Circumflani;es as he 
thought proper to fupport the I^erence to 
be drav/n from it; and therefore the Cir- 
cumftances are to be co'nfidered as neceflarx 
Ingredients in the Judgment, which he 
makes upon this Cafe. Obferve thdn^ 

Firji^ Here is a Debt fuppofcd to be juft- 
ly due. The poor Man owed his Fellow 
Servant an hundrjed Pence. 

Secondly 9 When the Debt is demanded, 
he doe& not deny it, or refufe to pay it, but 
defires Forbearance only^ till he could by 
his Labour and Induftry raife enough to dif- 
charge the Debt. 

TChirdly^ He afks even this as a Favour, 
and withgreat Submiffion : he fell down at 
his Fellow Servant's Feet, and befought 
him. On the contrary. 

Fourthly 9 The Creditor comes with Info- 
lence and Violence to demand his Debt* He 

laid 
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laid Hands on bis Fellow Servant, and took 
him fy the Throat, f^ingt Pay me that thou 
owefi. And when the poor Man befought 
him to have Patience, he regarded him not, 
bu« hurried him aWay to Prifon ; arid for this* 
Behaviour he is called, ver. 33. T^hou wicked 
Servant. 

Some of thefe Circumftartces feem to fee 
added, to aggravate the Cruelty of this 
wicked Servant 5 fuch are they which de- 
fbribe the Violence ufed on one Side, and 
the Submiflion and Intreaty offered ori the 
other. And the Cafe commonly falls out 
to be fo. Men are apt to demand their 
iDiebts, efpecially from their Equals or Infe- 
riors, with a Haughtinefs and Roughnefs* 
hard to be borne ; and yet the poor Debtor 
is forced by Neceffity td take it patiently, 
and to be all Submiflion. 

But the Gircumftances upon which the 
Reafon of the Cafe depends, are principally 
thefe two : Firji, That the Debtor was not 
able to difcharge the Debt at' the Time o( 
the Demand: Secondly, That' he was wil- 
ling to do Juftice to his Creditor, and to en- 
deavour, by the beft Means he could ufe, to 
raife a Sum fufficient to anfwer the Demand. 
Therefore where cither of thefe Circum- 
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ftances are wanting^ the Reafon of the Cafe 
ceafes, and together with it all Pleas for 
Forbearance and CompafHon. Confequent- 
ly every Man is at Liberty, in Point of Con- 
fcience, to ufe the Method which the Law 
of his Country diredls ; to compel thofe to 
pay their Debts, who are able, but not wil- 
ling to pay them. And in Truth, where this 
is the Cafe, the Creditor is fo far from be- 
ing juftly chargeable with Cruelty or Op- 
preffion in making Ufe of any legal Method 
to recover his own, that the Charge lies 
ftrongly againft the other Side, ^o delay 
poor Traders, or others, in the Payment of 
what is due to them, is always Injuftice, 
and fometimes very barbarous Injuftice. A 
poor Man may perhaps lofe his Credit, 
which is the Life of his Bufinefs, or perhaps 
his Liberty, which is the Life and Mainte- 
nance of himfelf and Family, for Want of 
that very Money which you detain from 
him:^ and when this happens, is it any 
Compenfation to pay the Man at laft what 
is owing to him ? So far from it, that fuch 
a Debtor, even when his Debt is paid, may 
ftand charged in Confcience with the Ruin 
of a poor Family. 

, Another Circumftance, upon which the 
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Judgment of our Saviour in this Cafe de* 
pends^ is^ that there be a Readinefs and 
Willingnefs in the Debtor, to do Juftice^ 
whenever he is able, and to ufe his beft En- 
deavours to enable himlelf to do it. Confe- 
quently all fuch Debtors are out of this 
Cafe, who deny their juft Debts, or any 
Part of them ; and all fuch as may be juft- 
ly fufpedted to conceal their EfFedls, in order 
to defraud their Creditors: and fuch alfo, 
as live idly and profufely> fquandering the 
Eftate which ought to be applied to do 
Juftice to thofe to whom it is due. The 
Reafon of thefe Exceptions may be made 
plain in few Words. The prefent Inability 
of a Debtor is the Argument for the Delay 
and the Forbearance; but this InabiHty comes 
not into, Queftion -where the Debt itfelf is 
denied. And fince the Circumftances of 
Men change fo feft as they do, the Man 
who wants JForbearance this Year, may in a 
few more be better able to pay the. Debt, 
than the other is to forgive it : and what- 
Reafon can be given why he fliould not ? 
Now he who denies the Debt, declares an 
Intention never to pay it ; which certainly 
will juftify the other, in endeavouring by a 
legal Method to maintain and afcertain bis 
P3 Right; 
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Kight I ^nd till tbe Right is cleared^ then 
f$ no Room for ooe S^de to pleads or the 
other Side to coniider th^ Argui^eiits for 
Pity and Compa£ion« 

The fecond Exception relates (o a Cafe 
which is To manifeftly frgudulenti that no^ 
thing can be faid in its Eiccufe, They who 
conceal their pffcds, and plead Poverty 
deceitfully^ are mere Cheats, and deferve no 
Conipaffion, To prevent fuch Frauds, and 
to arm thp Creditor with Power to compel 
^ Difcovery, feems to me to be the chief 
Vicfw and Dcfign of the Law, which puts 
the Body of the Debtor into the Cnedi* 
tor's Power : and fo odious is this Deceits 
that the h^w, in £bme Q^ik^ and Circum*^ 
ftances, has anpexed to it a far greater P««« 
Mlty* 

The third l^xception relates to thofe,, 
who oftentimes are free enough of their 
Promifes to do Juftice, and yet by their Ac- 
tions declare daily, that they have nothing 
lefs ^t Heart th^n tp do juftly by their 
Creditprs. Such are they who live idly and 
pr^fijfely, gnd are conftantly dipiinifhing 
what they have, and by fo doing are rei^df r^ 
ing themfelves lefs able every Pay to ]^ 
their juft Dcbts^ Now, wi^t Reaiho caa 
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yen itnSL^ine^ that is proper to be laid before 
an honeft ihduilrious Man^ to perfuade him 
to be content that his own Family (hould 
fufFer, and his Subftance be wafted by the 
Folly and Extravagance of a Stranger ? Such 
43L Man would certainly puni(h and reftrain a 
•Son of his own, were he idle and extravagant; 
and what Kind of Goodnefs or Charity is it, 
to maintain and fupport the like Extrava- 
gance in dnother ? Some wife Common- 
Wfealths have debarred fuch Perfons from 
the Management of their own Eftates : I 
am fure there is more Reafon to debar them 
from fpending the Eftates of other Men ; 
«Lnd this is what every extravagant Man does, 
whilft he confumes his Subftance, and leaves 
his Debts unpaid. 

In thefe Cafes, therefore, and in others of 
the like Nature, every good Man may, and 
every wife Man will, make ufe (in a reafon- 
able Manner) of the Power which the Law 
gives hii!n for the Security of his Property ; 
and in fo doing he ftands clear of all Offence 
againft Charity and good Confcience. 

But when the Circumftances mentioned 
in the Text meet together; when the Debt- 
or is chargeable with no Fault, or Fraud, 
bot 16 difabled by mere Poverty to fatisfy 
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his Debts; to ufe the Extremity of the 
Law againft fuch a Man> is not only cruel 
and inhuman, but, as far as I can judge, 
contrary to the true Meaning and Defign of 
the Law itfelf. For the Law which gives 
power, over the Body of the Debtor, is not 
a criminal Law, ordained for the Puniih- 
ment of Offenders; but is a Law made to 
' fecure Men in their Properties, and to guard 
them againft the Arts and Contrivances of 
fuch as would injure them in their juft De- 
mands. To ufe the Law therefore, where 
it cannot poiiibly have any EffcGt towards 
fecuring your Property, but can ferve only 
to harafs and torment a poor unfortunate 
Man, is perverting the Law, and making it 
fubfervient to Purpofes very difierent from 
thofe, for the fake of which it was ordained* 
The Law does not entruft private Men with 
the Eicecution, or Relaxation of its Penalties 
for Crimes and Offences ; but in the prefent 
Cafe, every Man may imprifon, or feleafe 
from Prifon, his Debtor, as he pleafes; a plain 
Evidence that this Law was meant as a De- 
fence of private Rights, and not as a Punifli- 
ment for Criminals, 

Is it then a general Rule, that the Law 
can never with good Confcience be executed 
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againft inrolvent Debtors ? There may poffi- 
bly be Exceptions, and more than I cad 
forefee; but I think they mud all be at--* ^ 
tended with this Circumftance, that there 
be a ProfpeiSt of recovering the Debt, though 
the Debtor himfelf be infolvent. . It may fo 
happen, that jhe who has nothing of his 
own, may have wealthy Friends and Rela4 
tions; and though Friends are not often 
willing, for the Sake of Juftice, to pay the 
Debts of a Relation, yet, for the Honour of 
the Family, or out of perfonal Regard to 
the Relation, they will pay the Money as 
the Price of his Redemption from a GaoL 
Many Cafes may be imagined, where a rich 
Relation ought in Reafon to pay the Debt, 
rather than the poor Creditor to lofe it. In 
fuch Cafes, there may be a Reafon to juftify 
or^excufe the Proceeding. 

Some think that no Severity is too'great 
to be ufed towards fuch as have fpent their 
Eftates riotoufly, to the Injury of their Cre- 
ditorSt And indeed little is to be faid in 
Behalf of fuch Perforis. Yet ftill it is worth 
confidering, whether you would clioofe to be 
Judge and Executioner in your own Caufe, 
And if the Cafe be really fo defperatc, that 
you can aim at nothing by the Execution 
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€^ die Law^ but tbd PUirilihment of the 
Man who has wronged ycm, I aih fUre it 
id the fa&r.Way CokaVe the Poniilmiebt to 
hfm> ^b has faid> Vengeance is mine, ami I 
wHI repay ^ 

But the Cafei Which t have principal!/ 
in View^ ftands cUar of thafe Ekceptkms. 
The utifbrtunate Perfdns, with whom the 
Gaok are crowded, are, for the moft part> 
fuch as hive neither Money nor Friends td 
affift them ; fuch as have fallen into Pover* 
ty by Misfortunes, by a Decay in their Bu- 
finefsy or perhaps by the Largenefs of d 
Family^ which their utmoft Diligence could 
not ftipport. Were thqr at Liberty, they 
might probably be of Ufe to themi^Ives^ 
and their poor Families, and alfo «o theti^ 
Creditors, by fdlowing their hoUeft Callings 
and Employments. But now their Strength 
confum^ in vain, they ftarve in Prifon, and 
their Children cwt of it, or are throwtt oporf 
the Pari(h for a miferable MainteAafice; and 
no BeAefif or Advantage accrues^ or can 
poffibiy accrue, to the Perfon who confines 
tbem« 

Men M€ often urged to deal thus ^verely 
with others, by the Grief and Angiiifli 
which attend the Difappointn^nt they meet 
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^Ith in their juft Expedation ; and being 
thcaifelvcs Sufferers, they think no Treat*^ 
tzient too bad for thofe to whom they im« 
pate their own Diftreis. But could Men 
confider calmly how much Mifery they 
bring into the Wprld^ and how many muft 
partake in the fad E&iSts of their Refent* 
ment» I am perfuaded that Humanity and 
Compaffion, Virtues to which this Country 
never was a Stranger, would in great Mca- 
fiire prevent this EviL 

When the Father of a poor Family, who 
hav? nothing to depend on for their Subfift- 
ence but his Labour arid Induilry, is torn 
from th^n, what can the poor Widow and 
Orplmns do ? For & Widow Jbe is, and Or- 
phans fifey are, to all the Intents and Pur- 
pofes of Sorrow and AfHidioh. It is well if 
they take no worfe Employment than beg- 
ging 1 oftentimes they are tempted to pilfer 
pr fteal, or tx) proftrate themfelves for Bread ; 
and happy is it for them, if they meet with 
no worfe Fortune, than to fall into your 
Hands to be corrected and reformed. 

In the mean Time the wretched Father 
fees himfelf undone^ and his Family difperf- 
ed and ruined. His Spirits 'fink under Sor- 
row, and Defpair eats out his Strength an^ 

Life I 
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Life ; that fhould you in Time relent and 
releafe him^ it is ten to one but the Relief 
comes too late. He is no longer the &me 
Man ', before his Imprifooment he was ad* 
ive and ftrong, and had Spirit to go through 
his Labour ; now he is broken in Mind and 
Body^ and not able to improve to any Ad- 
vantage that Liberty^ which at laft you are 
willing to allow him. 

Would not any one, who corifidcrs this, 
be apt to imagine^ that no Man lies in Pri- 
fon but for fome great Debt ; that it is im« 
pofiible that any one (hould ufe another thus 
cruelly for a Trifle ? And yet, in Truth, 
the Cafe is quite otherwife : there are few, 
in Comparifon, who lie for great Sums; 
the far greater Number are confined for 
Trifles, for fuch Sums as mufl: be reckoned 
by Pence,, and not by Pounds. It is true, 
they are commonly confined at the Suit of 
thofe, who are almoft as poor as themfelves; 
and the Poverty on the one Side is often 
urged as a Juftification of the Severity ufed 
againfl the other. But alas ! what Relief is 
it to one poor Man to undo another ? What 
Comfort is it to torment a Wretch, whofe 
Mifcry can yield you no Profit or Advan- 
tage? 

Whether 
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Whether I have juftly reprefented the 
Confequenccs of this Cafe, or no, you, who 
have the poor Orphans of this City under 
your Care ; and you, whofc charitable Work 
it is to cbrrciS and reform the Vicious and 
Profligate; are beft able to fay: for you 
know all the DiftrelTes of the Poor, and the 
Caufes from whence they fpring. And, to 
your Honour I fpeak it, you have provided 
for every Evil of Life a proper Remedy, or 
a proper Comfort. But I need not be your 
Orator ; your own Deeds will fpeak for you, 
far better than I can. The Report now to 
be read will (hew both the Nature and the 
good Management of the feveral Charities 
under your Diredlion. 

Here the Report was read. 

The Account now laid before you Is ca- 
pable of raifing very different Sentiments in 
the Heart of a Chriftian. It is a melan- 
choly Thing to hear the poor Orphans in 
one Place, the profligate Vagrants in an- 
other, the Lame and Impotent in a third, 
and the diftempered in Mind in a fourth, 
reckoned up by hundreds and by thoufands. 
To what Miferies is human Life expofed 1 

But flill, in the Midft of thefe Calamities, 
there is Reafon to blefs and adore the Good- 
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nefs of God, who has put it into the Heantt 
of his Servants to provide Comfort and 
Relief for theie Sons and Daughters of Af* 
flidtion. 

The richeft among us, when he views 
tfaefe Misfortunes, fees nothing but what 
he is liable to himfelf. Examine the Con- 
dition of thefe Orphans^ many of diem per*» 
haps born in the Midfl of Plenty, though 
now they live on Chari^. There was a 
Time perhaps when their Fathers* as litde 
thought they fhould be beholden to an Hof* 
pital for the Maintenance of their Children, 
as we may think it at this Day. 

Other Calamities make no Diftindion be* 
twccn Rich and Poor i we have no Inhe--^ 
ritance in the Uie of our Limbs and Senies, 
but enjoy them by the good Pleafure of him 
who gave them. And whenever thefe Mif- 
fortunes overtake us, our Riches make but 
little Difference in the Cafe ; a rich diftra^- 
ed Man, and a poor diftradcd Man, are very 
near upon an Equality; and as far as the 
Power of Imagination goes, they often 
change Conditions j the poor Man fencying' 
himfelf to be a Prince, whilft the rich one 
pines and torments himfelf with the All- 
fears and Anxieties of Poverty>. 

Since 
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Since then you are fo nearly related to all 
the Miferies now placed within your View, 
need I fay much to move Tendernefs and 
Compaffion towards a Cafe already fo much 
your own ? This is a Caufe which Nature 
will plead for in every Heart not made of 
Stone. But there is one ftill greater Advo- 
cate to plead this Caufe, even he who died 
for our Sins, and rofe again for our Juftifi- 
cation. Thefe Orphans, thefe difeafed in 
Body or in Mind, nay, even the profligate 
Wretches who are brought to you for Pu- 
nifhment and CorreJ3:ion, are his Care j and 
whatever Charity you beftow on them, he 
will reckon it as done to himfelf, and ac- 
knowledge it in the Sight of Men and of 
Angels, when he jQiall come again to judge 
the World in Righteoufnefs. 
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Mark iii. 24. 

If a Kingdom be divided againji itfelf that 
Kingdom cannot Jiand. 

THOUGH thefe Words are read in 
the Gofpel, yet they have not their 
Authority merely from thence ; but for the 
Truth of the Obfervation contained in^them, 
there lies an Appeal to common Senfe and 
Experience. Our Saviour indeed, by ufing 
this Maxim, has approved it ; and he could 
not appeal to the Judgment of all Men in 
this Cafe, witfiout, at the fame Time, de- 
claring his own. 

As Obfervations of this Kind depend on 
a great Number of Fads 5 fo are there in 
the prefent Cafe a great Number to fupport 

CL it. 
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it.- The many Kingdoms and Countries 
weakened or ruined by inteftine Divifions, 
are fo many Proofs upon Record of the 
Truth of this Affertion. And did we of this 
Country want to have this Truth cleared 
,by fuch Inftances, it would be but reafon- 
able to produce the Proofs. But we have 
Examples of our own Growth, and ftand in 
Need of no Affiftance from foreign Hiftory. 
This Ifland has often changed its Inhabi- 
tants; but the new ones never got Pof- 
feffion till the old ones made Way for 
them, by their mutual Hatred and Aniraofi- 
ties ; and the Nation has, under very un- 
promifing Circumftances, maintained itfelf 
again ft foreign Enemies, whenever it was fo 
happy as to preferve Peace and Tranquillity 
at Home. 

The late unhappy Times of Charles the 
Firft were attended with this almoft pecu- 
liar Felicity, that no foreign Nation was at 
Leifure to take Advantage of our Diviiions. 
Europe was in Arms ; and the great Powers 
too much in Awe of each other, for any one 
to conceive Hopes of Succefs, had his Am- 
bition inclined him to lay hold of the Op- 
portunities, which our Diftraftions offered. 

But 
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But though there was no Enemy to ruin us, 
yet ruined we were. Such is the Malignity 
of inteftine Divifion ! 

When national Quarrels grow extreme, 
and appear in Arms, it is eafy to forefee the 
fad Confequences ; and the coldeft Imagi- 
nation may be able to paint to itfelf the 
Miferies that muft follow. And whoever 
looks back upon the many Years of Diftrefs, 
under which this Country laboured in the 
late Times ; let him view them with impar- 
tial, or with partial Eye ; will fee enough to 
convince his Judgment, how fatal a Thing 
it is for a. Kingdom to be divided againft 
itfelf. It will therefore be of little Ufe to 
enlarge on this Part of the Argument ; and 
I the more willingly pafs it over, as it will 
' fave you and me the Pain of viewing various 
Scenes of Woe, which that Time, fruitful 
in Mifery, would prefent before us. 

But there are other Evils, lefs difcernible, 
which fpring from the fame bitter Root, 
and naturally prepare the Way for the 
greater Mifchiefs to follow after : they are 
the firft Symptoms of public Confufion; and 
as they influence greatly the Virtue and 
Morality of a Nation, they are in a more 
efpecial Manner the Preacher's Garc. 

Qjt Nationa 
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National Divifions are fcxnetimes founded 
in material DifFerenceSy fuch as afFed: the 
Well-being and Conftitution of a Govern- 
ment ; and fometimes owe their Rife to Ac- 
cidents, and Trifles unworthy of the Con- 
cern of the Public. In this refpedt there- 
fore every Cafe muft ftand on its own Bot* 
torn, and is fubjedl to no general Obferya- 
tion. But all Divifions, how different foever 
in their Commencement, grow in their Pro^ 
grefs to be fo much alike ; partly from the 
common Depravity of Men, who have not 
Virtue enough to zA honeftly in an honeft 
Caufe ; partly from the Cunning of defign- 
ing Men, who feldom want the Art to direft 
the public Difpute to the Service of their 
private Views ; that there are evil EffeAs 
which may be generally afcribcd to all Di- 
vifions, as the Fruit which they naturally 
produce. 

I. The Zeal and Warmth which attend 
public Quarrels, are apt to get Poffeffion of 
Men's Minds and Affedtions fo far, as to 
render them in great Meafure unable to form 
a right Judgment of Things and Perfons. 

Without a right Judgment in thefe rc- 
fpefts, it is impoffible for Men to be of any 
Service to their Country. For a Foundation 

for 
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for public Good can never be laid in a 
wrong Judgment of Things and Perfons. 
And yet, when Contentions run high, ib 
hard is it, even for the cooleft He^ds, to 
form right Judgments, that it is hardly pof- 
fible for them to get right Information in any 
Thing: the very Language of the Country 
is perverted by the Zeal of Parties ; Honour 
and Honefty are Words which lofe their na- 
tural Meaning, and become merely relative 
to the Notions of him who ufes them ; and 
when a Perfon is reprcfented to us under 
thefe fair and engaging Characters, nothing 
can be certainly concluded, but that the 
Man fo highly praifed, and his Orator, are 
both of a Side. 

With as little Juftice are Terms of Re- 
proach dealt aboutr though commonly with 
a more liberal Hand, as the Refentments of 
Anger and Contempt are ufually keener and 
more adtive, than thofe of Love and Eftecm. 
, Men of Difcernment on all Sides fee the^ 
Folly and Iniquity of this Practice 5 yet th?y 
carry on the Work, without giving Credit 
to themfelves, for the fake of the Multitude, 
who are greatly influenced, and often pre- 
pared for Mifchief, by thefe Devices. If wc 
look into the large Lift of Malignants, De- 

0^3 linquents. 
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linquents, and Perfons fufpeftcd, or perhaps 
without Sufpicion, charged as Papifts, in 
the late Times, we fhall find among them 
fome of the wifeft and beft of the Nation 5 
who, could they have had the Influence in 
public Affairs, which their Worth and Me- 
rit entitled them to, would have faved both 
their King and their Country from Oppref- 
fion. But thefe Men were made ufelefs : 
and in like Circumftances the beft Men 
will always be fo ; for it muft ever be their 
Choice rather to fink under fuch Artifices, 
than to thrive by the Ufe of them ; and the 
Times leave them no other Choice. 

As it is with Perfons, fo it is with Things. 
To fee how obftinately and perverfely Men 
approve or difapprove almoft every Thing 
by the vitiated Tafte of Party, one would 
think that Truth and Reafon had left the 
World, or that Men were univerfally fallen 
blind. But neither have Truth and Reafon 
left; the World, nor are Men otherwife than 
wilfully blind. But when the Appeal is 
made, as in popular Cafes it is, to the Mul- 
titude, the Leaders find it much eafier to 
direct their Paflions, than their Underftand- 
ings. And what Reafon is there to expeft, 
that Men fliould take the Diredion of their 

own 
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own 5yes, when they refer themfelves to 
the Opinion and Approbation of thofe who 
have none ? 

This blind Attachment to Things and 
Perfons tends gradually to deftroy the very 
Notions of Right and Wrong, and to render 
Virtue andxrommon Honefty of little or no 
Significancy in public Affairs. The lower 
Part of the World foon grows to be infenfi- 
ble of the Difference 5 and by an Habit of 
following a falfe Rule of judging, they be- 
come incapable of making ufe of the true 
one. And when defigning Men obfervc, 
that by doing right they cannot pleafe their 
Adverfaries, by doing wrong they cannot 
offend their Friends, they will foon difregard 
a Diftindtion, of fo little Ufe either to their 
Intereft or Reputation. And hence pro- 
ceeds that Hardnefs of Mind, v^bich no Rea- 
fon, no Conviftion can.fubdue. 

How fatal an Influence this muft have 
upoh the Virtue and Morality of any Peo- 
ple, will appear by following this Evil, a 
few Steps further into fome of its natural 
and obvious Confequences. 

2. One great Guard to Virtue, and placed 

in the Minds of Men by the Hand that 

formed them, is the Senfe of Shame when 
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we do ill ; of the fame Kind, and a Twin 
of the fame Birth, is the Pleafure arifing 
from the Praife of having done well. When 
Men, through the Corruptnefs of their own 
Hearts, get rid of thefe natural Impreflions, 
they arc, in the Opinion of the World, 
profligate and abandoned. Of this Kind 
the Inflances are but few. But then, to 
make their natural Paflions of any Service 
to us, they muft be kept true to their pro- 
per Objects, Good and Evil ; and whenever 
the Judgment is fo corrupted as to lofe 
Sight of this Difference, the Love of Praife 
and the Fear of Shame will becdme not 
merely ufelefs, but mifchievous and deftruc- 
tivc. And this muft be the Cafe, when- 
ever a falfe Standard of Reputation is fet up. 
And when a Nation or Kingdom is divided. 
Honour and Reputation will be dealt out 
by a falfe Meafure, and fall to their Share, 
who are beft able, or moft forward, to ferve 
and promote the Meafures of the intempe- 
rate Zeal, which poffefTes the one or the 
other Part of the Divifion. Thus true Ho- 
nour and Virtue are robbed of their natural 
Forces; and the Senfe of Shame and of 
Praife are feduced into the Service of a Fac- 
tion; and fo far perverted, as oftentimes to 
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prove Motives to Actions bafe and di(ho- 
nourable. 

3. When Praife and Reproaches are dif- 
tributed with fo little Juftice, it has another 
very ill Effect in hardening Men againft 
Reproach^ even when they deferve it moft* 
Reproach, when it falls indifcriminately on 
the bed and the worft, lofes its proper Ef- 
fect ; and bad Men will take Advantage of 
the ill Judgment of the World in abufing 
the heft, to dcfpife all Ccnfure, how juftly 
foever pafled on themfelves. This will by 
Degrees make Men infenfible of the Plea- 
fure of doing brave and generous Adtions 
for the good of their Country ; they ,^ill 
grow fteeled and obdurate in their Minds, 
and, with a profligate Contempt of the Opi- 
nion of the World, enter calmly and with- 
out Remorfe into any Mifchief, to which 
Intereft, Revenge, or any other mean Paf- 
fion, (hall invite them. 

4. It is a farther Aggravation of thiy 
Evil, to confider, that this infamous Con- 
dud: feldom fails of being fuccefsful. When 
the Malignity of inteftine Divifion is far 
fpread, it becomes a Shelter for all Iniquity. 
Party Zeal ufurps the Place of Chriftian 
Charity, and covers a Multitude of Sins. 

And 
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And when once Men find that there is fb 
fhbrt a Way to Credit and Efteem, they 
will be tempted, through Lazinefs, and a 
natural Depravity, which will be ever ready 
to lay hold on fuch Encouragement, to de- 
cline the honourable and laborious Methods 
of rjfing' to Reputation in the World> and 
to truft their Hopes and their Fortunes to 
the Merit of their Zeal ; which Hopes fel- 
dom fail them. For, 

5. As Credit and Reputation, the natural 
Rewards of Virtue, are perverted and mif- 
applied by the blind Spirit of Divifion; fo 
are the Rewards which the Public has pro- 
vided and deftined to the Encouragement of 
true Merit, diverted into a wrong Channel : 
the worthieft are often driven into Obfcu- 
rity, and others called into Employments 
and Preferments, in which they can do 
themfelves no Honour, their Country no 
Service. 

There is not a Place in Church or State 
of fo mean a Confideration, but that the 
Public has an Intereft in having it fupplied 
by a proper, and, in proportion to the Duty 
of the Office, an able Man. When this 
is the Cafe, the Work of Government is 
carried on regularly and fteadily, and the In- 
fluences 
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fluences of it are duly communicated, and 
felt in every Part : as the Blood, which 
moves from the Heart, cheriflhes and v^arms 
the extreme Parts of the Body, as long as 
the little Veffels which convey it are in due 
Order : but if thefe fmall Channels arc ob- 
ftrufted, or lofe their proper Tone, Cold- 
nefs and Numbnefs will enfue, and fome* 
times greater Evils, not to be borne, nor to 
be cured but by the Lofs of a Limb. 

Thefe are the Steps by which Divilion 
corrupts the Manners and Morality of a 
"Nation, And what Hopes are there of fee- 
ing a People grow great and confiderable, 
who have loft not only the Senfe of Virtue, 
but even the Senfe of Shame; who call 
Evil Good, and Good Evil ; and are pre- 
pared to facrifice their Reafon, their true 
Intereft, the Peace and Profperity of their 
Countiy, to their own and their Leaders 
Refentments ? Can it be expedted that ^cn 
(hould form themfelves by a virtuous and 
laborious Courfe of Life for the Service of a 
Country, where real Worth and Merit are 
fo far out of Cbnfideration, that the Affec- 
tions and Regards of the People are tied, like 
the Favour of the Roman . Circus ^ to the 
Colour of the Coat which diftinguiflies their 
Fadtion. 

Thefe 
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Thefe general Obfervations, which I have 
laid before you, might be juftified by num* 
berlefs Inftances, drawn from the Hiftory of 
the late Times; but perhaps they may weigh 
more ftanding fingle by themfelves, than 
being coupled with Fadts, in which the 
Paflions of the prefent Age are not uncon- 
cerned. And fufiicient they are of them- 
felves to warn all honeft Men how they be- 
gin or foment the Divifions of their Coun- 
try. 

But yet, to do Juftice to my Subjeft, and 
the folemn Occafion of this Day, it is ne- 
ceffary to take one Step into the Hiftory of 
former Times, and to view the Works of 
Divifion in its utmoft Rage. 

I am fenfible how difficult it is to fpeak 
of any Thing relating to that unhappy Time 
which this Day calls to Mind; and how 
hardly Truth can be borne on any Side : yet 
(hall not this difcourage me from bearing 
my Teftimony againft the unnatural and 
barbarous Treafon of this Day, and the Adlsr 
of Violence which prepared the Way for it: 
a Treafon long fince condemned by the pub- 
lic Voice of the Nation^ in the moft folemn 
Ad:s of Church and State. 

I (ball go on therefore to illuftrate ray 
Subject: by fome Examples, which the Hif- 
tory 
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tory of the late Times affords, and which 
will reach to the full Extent of the Obieri- 
vation of my Text, that a Kingdom divided 
againft it/elf cannot Jiand. 

To put a Stop to Innovations, to corrcd: 
the Errors or Abufes in Government, to 
redrefs the Grievances of the People by the 
known Rules of Parliament, is the true and 
ancient Method of prefcrving the Coofti- 
tution, and tranfmitting it fafe with all its 
Advantages to Pofterity. But when this 
wholcfome Phyfic came to be adminiftered, 
as at length it did, by the Spirit of Fadion 
and Divifion, it was fo intemperately given, 
that the Remedy inflamed the Diftemper ^ 
and the unhappy Conteft, which began 
about the Rights of the King, and the Li- 
berties of the People, ended fatally in the 
Deftrudion of both. 

The Conteft about civil Rights was ren-? 
dered exceeding hot and fierce, by having 
all the Difputes and Quarrels in religious 
Matters, under which the Nation had long 
fuffered, incorporated with it. By this 
Means Confcience was called in to animate 
and inflame the popular Refentments. The 
Effed: was foon felt : the Church of Eng-- 
landy which had long been the Glory and 
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the Bulwark of the Reformation, fell the 
firft Sacrifice; and many who had ferved 
king and faithfully at her Altars, were 
driven out to feek their Bread in defolatc 
Places. What came in the Room of the 
Church fo deftroyed. Time would fail me, 
(hould I pretend to recount ; fo many and fo 
various were the Forms of Religion, which 
arofe out of the Imaginations of Men fet free 
from Government. 

The Bifhops of thofe Days were gene- 
rally inclined to fave and fupport the Crown, 
The Confequence drawn from thence was, 
that Epifcopacy itfelf was an Ufurpation. 
My Meaning is not, that this Argument 
was ever ufed in the Form of Logic, to con-i 
vincc any Man's Judgment; but it influenced 
the AfFedions of thoufands, and prevailed 
fo far as to exclude the Bifhops, not only 
from this Houfe, where they had fat from 
the earlieft Foundation of the Monarchy ; 
but from their Churches alfo, where they 
had been received and reverenced as Rulers 
and Governors, for as many Ages as can be 
counted from the Days of the Apoftles. 

But why do I mention the Exclufion of 
the Bifhops from the Houfc of Lords, when 
fo much more fatal a Blow was given to 
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the Liberties and Conftitution of Englandy 
by declaring the Houfe of Lords itfeif to be 
ufclefs, and excluding the Peerage from a 
Share in the Legiflature ; a Right derived 
to them through a long Series of Anceftors, 
from Time immemorial. 

The Nobility were not free from the In- 
fection of thofe Times; and yet, to their 
Honour be it remembered, that the exe- 
crable Fad of this Day could not be car- 
ried into Execution fo long as the Peerage 
oi England had any Influence in the Go- 
vernment, But when once they were re- 
moved, and this laft Support of the finking 
Crown taken away, the Crown, and the 
Head that wore it, fell a Vidlim to the 
Rage of defperate and mercilefs Men. 

It is faid , (and . the Partiality I have for 
the Honour of my Country makes me wil- 
lingly repeat it), that few, very few in 
Comparifon were wicked enough, and bold 
enough, to dip their Hands in Royal Blood. 
But then, how fatal to Kingdoms is the 
Spirit of Faction and Divifion, which could 
in the Courfe of a few Years throw all the 
Powers of the Kingdom into the Hands of 
a few defperate Men ; and enable them to 
trample under Foot the Crowns and the 

Heads 



Digitized 



by Google 



240 DISCOURSE X. 

Heads of Princes, the Rights and Honours 
of the ancient. Nobility, the Liberties and 
Properties of a free People, and to tes^r up 
the very Foundations of our once happy and 
envied Conftitution ! 

Could thefe Adls of Violence, and the 
Caufes which produced them, be fufFered to 
lie quiet in Hiflory, as fb many Marks to 
point out to us the Rocks and Shelves on 
which our Fathers made Shipwreck, we 
their Sons might be the wifer and the bet- 
ter for their Calamities. But if we permit 
^their Paflions and Refentments to defcend 
on us ; if we keep the old Quarrels alive 
by mutual Reproaches and Invedlives, what 
elfc ^re we doing, but nurfing up the Em- 
bers of that Fire which once confumed thefe 
Kingdon>s, and which may again burfl out 
into a deftroying Flame? But I forbear ^ and 
will forbode no Evil to my Country. 

The Application of what has been faid 
is fo natural and obvious, that were it par* 
donable to omit it on this Occafion, I (hould 
hardly mention it. 

There is no Plcafure in viewing the Fol- 
lies and Diftraftions of former Times ; nor 
is there any Advantage, unlcfs it is in order 
to grow better and wifer by the Example 
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which Hiftory fcts before us. In the pre- 
feiit Cafe we have the Experience, which 
coft the Nation dear, to warn both Rulers 
and Subjeds, how carefully they fliould 
avoid all Occafions of Divifion. The true 
Way to do it is, for each Side to maintain 
its own Rights', without encroaching on 
thofe of the other; for the Conftitution 
muft fuffer, whenever the Rights of the 
Crown, or the Liberties of the People, are 
invaded. And though every Briton is to be 
commended if he is fond, and may be in- 
dulged, when he is over fond (if fuch a Cafe 
can be) of the Liberties of his Country; yet 
he ought always to remember, that as the 
People have their Liberties, fo the King 
has his Rights, which are derived from the 
fame Conftitution, and the fame Law, under 
which the People claim their Liberties : 
and indeed the People have an Intereft and 
Inheritance ih the Rights of the Crown, 
which are fo many Trufts lodged in the 
Hands of the Prince for the Defence and 
Protedlion of the People, and to enable him 
the better to carry on the neceffary Works 
of Government, 

To conclude : As we have a Prince on 

the Throne, under whofe Covernment, 
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though fome have complained, yet none 
have fufferedy in the leaft of their Rights, 
by any A61 of Power ; who has (hewn him? 
felf not only careful, but even jealous for 
the Liberties of his People ; let us in Re-* 
turn yield him that Share in our Hearts 
and AfFedtions, which is fo juftly due to 
him ; and is a Recompence» the eafieft for 
good Subjects to pay, and yet the moil valua- 
ble that a good Prince can receive. 



DIS- 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE XI. 



Luke x. 36, 37. 

JVhicb now of thefe three tbinkeji thou was 
Neighbour unto him that fell among the 
Thieves ? And he faid. He that Jhewed 
Mercy on him. Then f aid Jefus unto him. 
Go, and do thou likewife. 

THE Cafe of the good Samaritan^ to 
which the Text has relation, was not 
principally intended to fhew the Neceflity 
of Works of Mercy, or to recommend them 
to the Pradice of the World ; thefe were 
Points in which our Lord, and the Perfon 
with whom he difcourfed, had no Differ- 
ence. Nor is there in the World any ma- 
terial Difference in Opinion upon this Poiijt, 
as long as the Duty is recommended in ge- 
neral Proportions, and Application is made 
R 2 to 
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to the common Sentiments of Humanity in 
Behdf of the Miferies and Sufferings of our 
Fellow Creatures. Nor are thefe Sentiments 
peculiar to Chriftianity; they have their 
Foundation in Nature^ and extend as far as 
Reafon and Senfe prevail ; and it is to the 
Pen of an Heathen we owe that memorable 
faying, Homojiim, nihil humanum a me alie-- 
num puto. 

But however agreeable thefe Works are 
to the Senfe and Reafoji of Mankind, whilft 
they confider them only in general, yet in 
making the Application to particular Cafes 
in order to Pradicc, many Difficulties are 
moved ; and Men, unwilling to undergo the 
Trouble or the Expence which attend on 
Works of Charity, or lay afide their Preju- 
dices and Refentments againfl Peribns whofe 
Misfortunes and Calamities have reduced 
' them to be Objeds of Charity, have found 
out many Limitations on thefe Duties; and 
have let in fo many partial Confiderations 
and Reflri(5tions, that Mercy and Humanity, 
which naturally extend to all the World, 
feldom reach to one Country, oftentimes not 
to all thef Parts of one Family*/ 

To remove thefe Kinds of Pretences or 
Prejudices, w^as the direfl: View of our Lord 
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in dating the Cafe of the good Samaritan ; 
and the Perfon difcourfing with him led him 
into this Confideration, by admitting the 
Love of our Neighbour to be a fundamental 
Duty, and immediately enquiring after Li- 
mitations and ReftriiStions upon the Pradlice 
- of the Duty. That this was the Cafe will 
appear upon confidering the whole Paflage, 
of which the Text is a Part. 

At the 25 th Verfe, a Lawyer ftood up, 
and tempted our Lord, faying, Mqfier, what 
Jhall I do to inherit eternal Life ? Our Lord 
refers him to the Law, arid afks him what 
he read there. He anfwers out of the 
Law — I'hou Jhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy Hearty and with all thy Soulj 
and with all thy Mind; and thy Neighbour 
as thyfelf. Our Saviour replies, l^hou haji 
anfwered well: this do, and thou Jhalt live. 
Thus far all was right ; and had the En- 
quirer ftopt here, we fhould have had no 
Reafbn to fufpedt but that his Principles at 
leaft were found and uncprrupt. He had 
great Reafon to be fatisfied with the Ah- 
fwer, when he had received that Approba- 
tion from our Lord, This do, and thou Jhalt 
live. — But he goes on, and in the Words 
of the 29th Verfe it follows, — Biit bepwil'- 
R 3 ling 
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ling to jujiify bimfelf, /aid unto Jefus^ And 
who is my Neighbour ? What now is it that 
he would juftify himfelf from ? No Charge 
had been brought againft him ; fo far from 
it^ that our Lord had commended his. dif- 
creet Anfwer ; and if he adled according to 
the Terms he had propofed, our Lord had 
promifed him Life. This can be no other- 
wife accounted for but from the Confciouf- 
nefs of the Perfon himfelf, who knew* very 
well that his Pradlice was not conformable 
to the general Rule he had laid down^ and 
which had been approved and commended 
by our Lord. Our Saviour's faying to him. 
This do, and thou Jhalt live^ called him to 
compare his Pradice with the Rule he had 
propofed; and upon a fecret Comparifbn 
made in his own Mind, he found that to 
juftify himfelf, the Terms of the Rule muft 
be explained and limited ; and therefore he 
fays. Who is my Neighbour F In the Senfe of 
the Law, and according to our Saviour's 
Expofition of it, every Man who wants our 
Affiftance, and whom we are able to affift, 
is our Neighbour, and as fuch entitled to 
our good Offices. The Jews had fome very 
near Neighbours, in the reftrained Senfe of 
the Word, with whom they were fo far 
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from entertaining any Intercourfe of good 
Offices, that all common Civilities had ceafed 
among them : thofe were the Samaritans ; 
and fo far were the Refentments of the 
yews carried, that when our Saviour defired 
a Woman of Samaria to give him a little 
Water to drink, fhe exprefles great Wonder 
at it, and fays. How is it that thou, bang a 
yeWf ajkeji Drink offne^ which am a Wo^ 
rnan of Samaria f And the Evangelift gives 
the Reafon of her Wonder— ^r the Jews 
have no Dealings with the Samaritans— 
(John iv. 9.) This being the Carfe, when 
our Saviour put eternal Life upon Obedi- 
ence to this Law, ThouJhaJt love thy Neigb^ 
hour as thyfelf there was great Reafon 
to afk the Queftion, Who is my Neighbour ? 
Had our Lord told him, in Conformity to 
the Opinions and Praftices oi t\xQ Jews, 
that they only were Neighbours who were 
of the Family and Stock of Abraham^ or of 
the fame Faith and Religion with them- 
felves, the Man had found what he fought 
after, a Juftification of himfelf: but when 
our Saviour, demanding his Opinion upon 
the Cafe of the good Samaritan, had forced 
him into a Confeflion that even the Sama^ 
ritan was his Neighbour, he ftood con- 
R 4 demncd 
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djcmned out of his own Mouth ; aQd npqn 
the Example of one, whom he reckoned hif 
Enemy, was fent away with this HiQvt Re* 
proof and Admonition, Go^ and do, thou liJ^e-^ 
wife. 

The Parable of the good Samaritan is io 
well known, that I fliall but juft mention 
the Circumftances of it : — One travelling 
from Jerufalem fell among Thieves, waa 
robbed and wounded. A Prieft and a I^e^ 
vite I who were, in every Senfe of the Word, 
Neighbours to the unfortunate Man i and 
if, in Duties of common and general Obli* 
gation, one can be more obliged than an-, 
other, they were, by Charafter, efpeciajlly 
obliged to relieve this poor Neighbour.; but 
they looked on him, and paffed by on tha 
other Side, A Samaritan^ excluded by th^ 
^^'o^x from all Rights of Neighbpur.hood* 
came by, and had CompaiHon on the Suf- 
ferer; he drefled his Wounds himfelf, and 
afterwards placed him, at his own Expence, 
under the Care of one, who was to fee the. 
Cure perfeded. 

The Queftion now was, who was Neigh- 
bour to this unfortunate, Man, in the Sen^ 
of the Law, T'hou Jhalt love thy ,Neigbhur. 
as tbjifelf.. As the Cafe was ftatcd, there vs^ns 
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np Rqotfi to infift on the near Rel^tbn the 
Pridl zfid Livite bpre to the wounded Man; 
tjjc npafcr their R^clation, the worfq Neigh- 
l^rs wer^ they for negledting him; no. 
Ro9m: to objedt againft the Samaritan^ his. 
Wapt of Relation^ pr his Difference in JRe**. 
ligioi) ; the Icfs ao4 the fewer his prjKatc- 
Obligation^ were, theiQQre.difioterefted was; 
hif. Obedience to the Law, and the better 
l^pighbour was he. Upon the whole of 
this Cafe, our Lord's Conclufion is^ Go^ 
a^id'dq tbw likewife. 

Taking then. this Direflionofourblefled 
Saviour^ as it ftands explained by thefe Cir-«. 
cumftaoces, it will lead u$ to confider, 

L The Nature and Extent of Charity, or 
Ix)ve to our Neighbour. 

IL The Value of the Excufes which Men 
frequently make, for Ncglcdt of this Duty« ' 
And, 

IIL The Excellency of that particulir 
Charity, which gives Occafion to this Day's 
Meeting, 

I. Of the Nature and Extent of Charity^ 
or Love to our Neighbour, 

I obfervcd to you before, that the princi- 
pal Intention of our bleifed Saviour was not- 
to flicw the Neceffity of Works of Mercy, 
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for that under certain Limitations was ad-* 
mitted on all Sides. Nor was it to recom- 
mend one Kind of Charity in Preference to 
another^ but to (hew the Extent of alL In 
ftating a Caie, it was necefTary to inftance 
in fome Sort of charitable Work ; but the 
Conclufion> Go, and do tbou likewife, is not 
confined to that Kind of Work only» but is 
intended to (hew us who are our Neighbours 
in Regard to Works of Mercy and Com- 
paiSon in every Kind. 

The Works of Mercy are as various, and 
of as many Kinds, as the Wants and Infirmi- 
ties of Men, which are the Objedts of Mer- 
cy. Were Men perfedt, there would be no- 
thing in them to pity or compaffionate. 
Every Kind, therefore, and every Degree of 
Mifery is an Objedl of Mercy; and whether 
Men arc expofed to Calamities by the Ne- 
ceflity of their Condition, and the over- 
ruling Providence of God ; or whether they 
bring them on themfelves by Sin and Wick- 
cdnefs, or by Folly and Indifcretion ; yet 
ilill, confidered as miferable, they are Ob- 
jefts of Pity. If this were not fo, Mercy 
would not be one of the Attributes of the 
Deity. For he is not moved by a Fellow- 
feeling of our Calamities, or any Apprehen- 
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fion for himfelf ; for no Evil can approach 
him. Sin and Wickednefs are attended with. 
Guilt as well as Mifefy, and therefore alfb 
Objedts of Juftice and Puniftiment ; and it 
may, perhaps, be a Cafe attended with Dif- 
ficulties, when we attempt to reconcile the 
Operations of Juftice and Mercy, with Re* 
fped: to the fame Subjed:. But if God be a 
God of Mercy, as undoubtedly he is, the 
Conclufion muft ftand, that Mifery, viewed 
by the Eye of Reafon, is an Object of Com- 
paffion ; and the Confequence muft be, that, 
in the Reafon of Things, Mercy is as exten- 
five as Mifery ; and not to be confined, by 
any particular or partial Confiderations, to 
Mifery of one Kind, or of one Man more 
than another. If we confider ourfelveSj 
therefore, merely as reafonable Creatures, no 
Reafon can be affigned for excluding any 
Objed of Mifery from our Pity and Com- 
paffion. But if we confider ourfelves as 
Men, there is another and perhaps a more 
fenfible Inducement to the Pradice of the 
Works of Mercy, and which upon Exami- 
nation will be found, as far as our Power of 
doing good goes, of like general Influence. 
And this arifes from refleding, that there is 
no Mifery we fee, to which we are not our- 
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felvcs liable. The Cafe therefore of the Mi- 
ferable is a common Cafe^ and in fome Senfe' 
every Man s own. If we find ourfelvcs bet- 
ter than others, fo as to avoid the Calamities 
which Sin and Iniquity bring upon many ; 
or wifer than others, fo as to fhun the Evils 
which Folly and Indifcretion draw- down 
upon Numbers ; this is fo far from being a 
Reafon why we fhould defpife or negledr 
their Sufferings, that it daily reminds us to 
aflc of ourfelvcs this Queftion, PTJbo made'' 
thee to differ from another ? And if we an- 
fwer it as we fhould, it will furnifh us with 
another Reafon for the Exercife of Charity, 
which will extend to all Men. 

For, if all Men are the Sons of one com- 
mon Father; if all Conditions of Life are' 
the Appointment of one common Mafler ; 
no Man can be reckoned a Stranger to us, 
who is Sc^n of the fame Father^ and Servant^ 
of the fame Mafler; hi^wever he may, for 
Reafons unknown to us, be placed in a lower- 
Conditbn of Life, and called to ferve in a 
meaner Station, endowed with lefs andfew^^ 
er Abilities. 

Carry thefe Confiderations with you Intd ' 
the World, and view the Wants and Ne- 
CefGties of the Poor; liflen to the Cries ^of* 
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Widows and Orphans, to the Moans and 
Complaints of thofe who fufFer under the 
Torments of Body or of Mind : take into 
your View the Follies and the Weaknefles 
of Men, who are perpetually ftruggling with 
the Inconveniences, which a little Prudence 
might have prevented, but which require a 
great Deal of Care and Sorrow either to 
cure, or to bear them ; and think a little, 
what Reafon, what the Senfe of your own 
infirmities, what the Regard due to the 
common Father and Mailer of all, require 
at your Hands, One duly attentive to thefe 
Reafons, could never fall into the little Con- 
fiderations, whether t&is miferable Man was 
his Countryman or Townfman, whether 
tAe other was of the fame Party or Opi- 
nion with himfelf ; for the great and true 
.Reafons on which Mercy and Charity are 
founded, exclude all fuch little Refpedts and 
Relations. 

As the Cafe Hands thus upon the Foot of 
Reafon, and the natural Sentiments of Men, 
fo likewife have the Precepts of the Gofpel 
bound thefe Duties upon us in the fame 
Extent, 

Honour, Efteem, and Reverence, are due 
to thofe who defer vc Honour, Efteem, and 
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Reverence ; but Love is a Debt due to all 
Men, and is a Debt never to be fully paid 
and exhaufted. Therefore St. Paul com- 
mands, that vft render to every Man bis 
Due, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom 
Honour is due : but when he comes to fpeak 
of Love, he varies his Style, and confiders 
us in this Refpeft as Debtor to every Man : 
owe no Man any Thing, but to love one an^- 
other. As if he had faid, all other Debts 
diie to particular Perfons, you muft take 
Care to difcharge 5 but Love is due to all, 
and you muft never think of paying or clear- 
ing the Debt of Love to each other ; for 
that is a Debt which will be owing as long 
as you live 5 it is a perpetual Duty, and can 
never have aij End. In the fame Manner 
are the Precepts of Love and Mercy enjoin- 
ed by our bleffed Saviour in general Terms, 
not confining them to particular Objects, 
but leaving them at large, and open, to be 
' applied to all Men : Blejfedy fays he, are the 
MercifuU for they Jhall obtain Mercy. Had 
this been a Duty owing to any Perfons, as 
they ftand particularly related to us, our 
Lord would not have left this material Duty 
imperfeft, by negleding to fpecify the pro- 
per Objefts of it; but having diirefted our 
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Love and Mercy to no Men in particular, 
we mufl conclude that all in general are the 
Objedts of it. 

If we confider thefe Laws as derived from 
the Author of Nature, and of the Gofpel, 
we fhall find that they proceeded frpm a 
Love as univerfal as that which they enjoin ; 
the general Good of Mankind is the End 
provided for in thefe Laws. The Miferies 
and Calan^ities of Life are many, and not to 
be avoided ; and perhaps wife Men, though 
they complain leaft, feel them moil. It is 
a melancholy Thing to refled: how much of 
this Mifery is of our own making, and what 
a great Abatement might be made in the 
Sorrows of Life, if every Man would but 
lend his Hand to make himfelf and the 
reft of the World happy. The unkind Of- 
fices we daily receive from Malice, Ill- 
nature, and Revenge, from Envy, and caufe- 
lefs Refentments, make x much greater Fi- 
gure in the Calamities of Life, than all the 
Evils which the Providence of God and the , 
Condition of human Life bring on us. And 
even the Calamities which cannot be avoid- 
ed, might be mitigated by the kind Offices 
of our Brethren. And therefore to oblige 
Men to Charity and Mercy, is to unite them 
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in a Confederacy againft the Evils and Mi- 
feries of Life ; that no (boner (hall Misfor* 
tune feize one, but all (hall be alarmed, anti 
Help .flow in from every Quarter; that 
every Hand (hall bring Afliftance, and every 
Tongue bring Comfort to the AfHid?ed ; and 
each Man's Happinefs be the common Con* 
cern, Virhile every Man loves his Neighbour 
as himfelf. What a blefied State would this 
be ! and how much Happinefs did the wife 
Author of Nature de(ign for u4, when he 
made the common Intcreft of Mankind to 
be every particular Man's Duty ! What Love 
to Man did the Author of the Gofpel (hew, 
when he required it, as a Mark of our be- 
ing his Difciples, that we (hould love one 
another ! 

Having con(idered now the Extent of 
this great Duty of Love and Mercy towards 
our Brethren, it will be ea(y in the (econd 
Place to eftimate by this Meafure what Va- 
lue there is in the Excufes which are fre- 
quently made for the Negledt of this Duty. 

But to^ fpeak without Confufion on this 
Subject, it is nece(rary to diftingui(h between 
Love, as merely a Sentiment and Habit of 
the Mind, and as coupled with i Power and 
Ability to exert itfelf in external A£ts of 

Mercy 



Digitized 



by Google 



DISCOURSE XI. asf 

Mercj, Confidered as an Habit and Sent!* 
ment of the Mind, it muft be univerfalt 
without Exception ; and no Pretence what* 
ever can juftify Malevolence and Hatred in 
any Inftance. But it may be, and often ii 
the Cafe, that tbofe who have the Habit of 
this Virtue, are able to exert it in very few 
Inftances ; they are too poor to give Alms, 
foo ignorant to give Advice, of too little 
Confideration in the World to aid or prote^ 
their Neighbours. In all thefe Cafes Want 
of Ability is fomething more than an Ex- 
Cufe, for an Excufe goes to the Omifilon of 
Duty; but there can be no Duty or ObIi« 
gallon on any Man to do what be has no 
Power or Ability to perform. But yet let 
the nfieaneft among us confider^ that there 
are Duties of Love proper to their Station } 
if they have no Money to bcftowi yet the^ 
have good or ill Words to beftow on theit 
Neighbours i they are able to a(&ft in vin«- 
dicating or afperfing their Chara^ers ; and 
this is an Inftance in which their Good-will 
or Malevolence may be as efie<5luaUy fhewn^ 
IS if they bad great Revenues to dUpofe of; 
and I ani afraid the poorer Sort, who art 
Petitioners for Charity of ^mother Kind^ 
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want often to be put in Mind of this Kind 
of Charity themfelves. But to go on. 
. Where Men's Fortunes and Stations in 
the. World enable them to exert their Love 
and Mercy in Afls of Gcnerofity and Be-: 
ncvolence to Perfons in Diftrefs, there i? 
often an Unwillingncfs, and always an Ex-^ 
cufe to attend it. From what has been faid 
of the Duty in general^ it is evident, that to 
confine our Charity to Relations, Acquaint- 
ance, or Men pf the fame Country, is ading 
inconfiftently with the great Reafbns on 
which the Duty itfelf i$ founded, and is 
therefore a Breach of Duty which cannot b6 
juftified; and it is indeed that very Pretencf 
which our . Saviour intended to exclude ajpd 
condemn in the Parable of the good Sama* 
ritan. But what fhall we fay to the per- 
fooal Merit of thofe who are Obj efts of 
Charity ? In the Parable the P^rfOn relieved 
wa$ a Stranger to him who relieved him, 
and was known to him only by his Mifery 
and Diftrefs j and therefore in this Example 
fet before us> the perfpnal Charadler had no 
Influence^in the Charity, And in other 
Places of .the Gofpel we ^re exhorted to fd?- 
low the.Example fet us by our heavenly. Far 
,,. ,. . . ther. 
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tfaer^ who maketh his Sun to rife on the 
Evil and on the Good, and fendeth Rain on 
the Juftand cm^he Unjuft. But as no Man's 
Ability to do good in any Way is unlimited^ 
it is commendable furely to feek after the 
propcrcft and moft deferving Objeds <?f 
Charity ; and in this Confideration the Vir- 
tue and Innocence of the Sufierer muft be 
of great Moment. 

There would perhaps be little Reafoa 
upon the Whole to be very nice and curious 
in the Choice of Obje<as, were it not for 
the many Frauds and Cheats which are 
daily praftifcd upon the Charity of well- 
difpofed Perfons. Begging is become ft 
Trade, and without Doubt it is a very 
wicked one ; it is not only a Cheat on the ^ 
Giver, but it is robbing the Stock of the 
Poor, and perverting what was intended for 
the Comfort of real Diftrefs, to th^ Support 
of Idlcnefs. It is greatly injurious to the 
Poor in another Refpedt, as it lays a generd 
Sufpicion upon all who apply for Alms s 
and many a proper Obje(9: fails of the Re- 
lief due to him, becaufe he can fay no more 
in his true Cafe than Counterfeits fay every 
Day in a falfe one. r 

There is another very, great Dt^cpiirage^ 
S 2 ment 
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snent which charitable Perfons are under^ 
fi-om obferving the iU Ufe which the Poor 
often make of their Benefa£lions to them. 
One would imagine that a Man who wanted 
Food and Raiment, and all other Neceflaries 
l»f Life, was pretty well fecured againft the 
E3ccefie$ of ftrong liquors, or any other 
Temptations, which muft nece^irily exhauft 
his little Stock, and leave him unable to 
provide for his Wants. , But the Cafe is far 
otherwiie ; the general Corruption of Man^ 
Hers too plainly to be ieen in this Country^ 
has fpread among the ^oweft ; and Necefii^ 
itfelf is grown luxurious. It is very much 
to be lamented, that fb much Art and Skill 
'have been fliewn of late Years, to make 
Drunkenneis the cheapeft of all Vices ; for 
it will, it already has made It the common- 
eft, and let in all the Vices which follow 
this Exceis upon the pooied of our People i 
who were formerly fo far happy in their Po- 
verty, that their Want iecured them from 
many Vices to which their richer Neighs 
hours were expofed* 

How to advife charitable. Perfons to ttixt 
^ear of tbefe Inconveniences in their private 
Benefadions, I know not ; perhaps it may 
be a good Rule in general not^ to be too 

curious. 
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curiods^ or hard to be fatisfied in thefe* 
Cafes.— But with Refpefl: to the great Work 
of Charity^ which has called us together 
diis Day, I can with Pleafure obfcrve to 
you^ that it flands free of thefe Difficulties; 
it will appear fo to do from the Nature of 
the Charity itfelf, and the Method in which 
it is conduded: and though neither the 
Perfons who have undertaken this good 
Work defire to have their Praifcs fet forth, 
lior is it my Intention to do it; yet, in Juf- 
tice to the Work itfelf, give me Leave to 
mention very briefly ibme Circumftances 
attending it, that may recommend it to the 
Approbation of good People. 

In the firft Place then, the Peribns ad- 
mitted to partake in this Charity are real 
Objefts, and from the Nature of the Thing 
they muft be fo : the Blind, the Lame, the 
difeafed of various Kinds, reibrt hither for a 
Cure of their Evils. That fuch are proper 
Objeds of Charity, there is no Doubt ; but 
when Complaints of this Nature are ufed to 
move private Charity, they are often coun- 
terfeited ; and the Money intended for die 
Relief of a poor Cripple, is perhaps given 
to a ftutdy Vagabond. But that Cafe can 
ficver happen here ; for Cheats and Coun- 

S3 terfeita 
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terfeits never come to an Hofpital to be 
cured; they never defire that their Com- 
plaints fhould be examined by the fkilful 
Eye and Hand of the Surgeon, Whatever 
^erefbre may happen in other Cafes, you 
may be fure to meet with no Frauds of this 
Kind in this Charity. ^ 

There are Diftempers, indeed, which may 
be pretended, and in judging of which, even, 
the.flcilful may be impofed on ; but neither 
will fuch Frauds come here; for nobody 
will pretend fuch Difeafes, merely for the 
Sake of going into a Courfe of Phyfic, and 
iiibmitting to the Rules and Orders of a 
Place, which, though it affords ample Pro- 
viiion for the Wants of the Miferable, yet 
it affords no Temptation to the Idle and 
Vicious, that they fhould defire to come un- 
der the Rule and Difcipline of it« 

Secondly^ Whatever is given in Support of 
this Inflitution, flows from the true and ge- 
nerous Principle of Charity, before defcribed : 
all Perfons are entitled to Relief here, if they 
really want it ; and every Contributor is 
tooved by the general Regard to. the Good 
of Men, without any Regard to the little 
Partialities, which often influence our private 
Charities, whether we intend they fhould or 

no. 
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fiO. But to fubfcribe to fupport an Hofpital^ 
open to all jufl CompIaint$> is a general Sub-i 
fcription for the Affiftance and Comfort of 
Men in Mifery and Diftrefs, without Any 
other Confideration whatever: and therefore 
this Charity has this excellent Ingredient m 
it, that it is Love wit/bout Partiality. 

Lajlly^ There is one Inducement more; 
which is the good Management and Oeco- 
nomy (hewn in the Application of this Cha- 
rity. I have mentioned now a Thing worthy 
to be highly commended and extolled, but 
not by me in this Audience. I fhall take 
Notice of it, therefore, only as a Fadl, a 
Fa6t publifhed by laying the Accounts of 
this Charity before the World, and in which 
every Man, who pleafes, may at an cafy 
Rate have full Satisfaction. 

If this Confideration is, and furely it is a 
great Inducement to Benefadtors to encou- 
rage this good Work ; it is an Argument al- 
fo to thofe who have employed their Time 
and their Pains in the Affairs of this Houfe, 
to perfevere in this Work of Love : their 
Charity is more, perhaps, than they ima- 
gine : others give whatever their Proportion 
amounts to ; but thefe, by their good and 
wife Adminiflration, encourage many to 
S 4 give; 



Digitized 



by Google 



264 DISCOURSE XI- 

give; it it a Circumftance which they loajr 
rcfledt on with Comfort here» arid it will 
furely have its Reward hereafter. 

Go on therefore with Cheerfulnefs^ ia 
this gitat and good Employment ; and in 
Confidence that you are ferving a Mailer, 
who will.not forget this your Work and 
Labour of Love. 
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Deut. xxxii. 45, 46. 

^d Mo/es made an End ofjpeaking aU thifk 
Words to aU Ifrael. 

Jbtd btfaid unto tbem^ Set your Hearts untd 
all the Words^ which I teftify among you 
this Day 5 which ye Jloall command your 
Children to obferve, to da all the Words of 
this Law. 

YOU have in the Text the laft Piece 
of Advice which Mojis gave to. the 
People oi Ifraeli for on the Jelf-fame Hay^ 
«>n which he made this Exhortation, he was 
fummoned by God to depart from this 
World ; accordingly he died on the Moan« 
tain of Niho^ and was gathered to his 
People. 
The kft Advice of dying Friends nata« 

rally 
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MUy makes a ftrong Impreflion on the 
Minds of thofc who furvivc them ; and it 
is as natural for thofc who are leaving this 
World, to make the Thing, which they 
cftcem to be of the greateft Confequence 
and Importance to their Friends, who are to 
flay behind them, the Subjeft-matter of 
their laft Advice. 

Confider now the Charaftcr of Mofes ; 
the many Years he fpcnt in conducing the 
People of Ifrael from Egypt to the Land of 
Prooiiie ; the high Office he bore, by being 
appointed by God a Proph?t and Lawgiver 
to his People : confider him, after a long 
Courfe of Teaching and Exhortation, giv- 
ing his laft Advice before he died \ and you 
muft needs think thq Happinefs of the Peo- 
ple to be extremely concerned in the Mat- 
ter recommended to thenx, by fo great a 
Friend, by one of fuch Authority, and un- 
der fuch Circumftances. 

The Advice is no lefs intcrefting than, is 
to be expe(5ted r it ^ims at laying a folid 
Foundation of Happinefs for that and all 
fucceeding Generations ; by inftruding the 
People how to perpetuate to their Pofterity 
the knowledge of God and his Law, and to 
paake him their conftant Friend^ and Pro- 

tedor; 
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tedor; namely, by inftilling intp the Minds 
of their Children, a Senfe of the great 
Things which God had done fpr them and 
their Forefathers^ and by forming them 
early tp Qbedi^jice to the divine Law under; 
V^hich they lived : — TV Jhall a^nmand your^ 
Children to obferve and do all the Words of 

\7hc.yews had ftill a greater Reafon to 
be careful and conftant in- <iifcharging this 
Duty, towards their Children; they had not" 
only the laft Command of their great J^aw- 
givjsr for it, but they well knew that thgf 
were diftinguiftied from the Reft of the 
World by Providence for the Sake of this 
Duty. ^ Their great Anceftor Abraham was 
chofen to be the Head of a great Nation, 
that he might, and becaufe God knew. he 
would, be diligent to tranfmit to his Pofte- 
rity the Knowledge of God's Laws, and to 
breed them up in Obedience, to them* In 
the eighteenth Chapter of the Book of 
. GenefiSf God declares his Purppfe of making 
Abraham a great and mighty Nation^ and 
that all the Nations of the Earth Jhould be 
bleffedin him. At the 19 th Verfe, the Rea- 
fon of this peculiar Regard to Abraham is 
given ; For I know bim^ that he 'will com-- 

mand 
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mand bis Children and bis Houfboid afiif" 
bim^ and they Jh all keep the Way of the Lord, 
to do yuftice and Judgment. 

That the Command of Mofes lays an Ob* 
ligation on Parents, to make Ufe of their 
Authority with their Children to bring them 
into Subjection to the Law of God, is put 
out of all Doubt by the Language of tho 
Text. They were to command their Chil- 
dren to obferve and do all the Words of the 
Law. But this Precept had a larger and 
more extenfive View, being given not merely 
as the Advice of a Preacher, but as the In-* 
JundHon of a great Lawgiver prefcribing a 
jK'oper Method to eftabliih and fecure the 
Prosperity of a Nation. The Education 
therefore of the Children of a Country may, 
and ou^ht, in all wife Governments, to be 
confldered as a national Concern. 

This Conclufion may appear, perhaps, 
with greater Force, as fupported by the 
Declaration of God concerning Abraham^ 
juft before mentioned. God faw that Abra^ 
bam would command his Children and 
Houfhold after him, to keep the Way of 
the Lord, and to do Juftice and Judgment % 
and therefore he determined to make him 1 
great and mighty Nation. Now if this Dif-^ 

poiition. 
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polkiont feen and approved in Abraham^ has 
no Relatioi) to the Office of a public Ma- 
giftrate, the Reafon given for making Abr4* 
bain Head of a gr^at People, is a very ftrapge 
one. For if the Magiftrate has, and ought 
to have, no Concern in feeing the Youth of 
the Country brought up in the Fear of God^ 
Abraham' % Difpofidon to takp this Care 
upon him could be no Reafon for making 
him the Head of a great Nation. 

To judge of the Methods which have 
been, or may be applied to propagate, or 
preferve Religion and the Fear of God in 
the World, we muft confider the Nature^ 
Capacities, and Circumftances of, Men ia 
general; the Influences under which they 
a£t I and which of them may be properly 
made Ufe of in the Cafe in Queftion, Re« 
ligion being the Service of a free Agent, all 
external Force is excluded as abfolutely im« 
proper : Inftrudion is the proper Applica-^ 
tion to a reafonable Mind ; and were Men 
under no Influence but that of Reafon, In« 
ftru&ion would be the only proper Applica*^ 
tion: but Men are born with Paffions, as 
well as Reafon, and the Paflions grow 
Urong and turbulent, much fdoner than 

ReafoA 
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Reafbti comes to fuch Maturity as to be 
able to corrcdl and reftrain them ; and there- 
fore Authority is wanted as well as Inftruc- 
tipn, to form the Mind of Men to Virtue 
and Religion* 

I am feniible there are fome, who have 
their ObjeAions to this Method of propa- 
gating Religion^ who think all Men (hould 
be left free to judge fer tbemfelves^ without 
having the Prejudices of Education thrown 
into the Scale on either Side. They fee 
that in Chriftian Countries, all are, through 
the Power of. Education, Chriftians ; ib 
Mahometan Countries, they are, for the 
fame Reafon, Mahometans ; and they think 
true Religion (houldrejed: the Ufe of thpfe 
Means, which ferve indifferently to pro- 
mote Truth and Falfehood. 

It is no uncommon Thing for Men to 
pcirfue their Speculations till they lofe.Sight 
of Nature; the Confequence of which is, 
that they fall into Notions contradiftory to 
the Experience of Mankind, and abfolutely . 
impofiible to be reduced to pradtice. 

Look into the Hiftory of Ages paft, there 
IS no Inftance to be found of Children 
brought up free from the Imprefiions of 

Cuftom 
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XSuftdm and .Education 3 confiderthe N4^ 
ture and Condition of Men^ and it is im* 
pofliblc there ever fhould be. 

Children have Eyes and Ears ; what they 
fee, they naturally imitate; what they hear, 
influences their tender Minds. And where 
Parents negleft the Care of their Children, 
they are left to Chance, and. pick up No- 
tions and Opinions from others ; perhaps 
from the Footman, who oftentimes is con*> 
ilant Companion to the Heir of the Family. 
So that where Parents omit to inftrud; their 
Children, it is not leaving them to their, 
•own Freedom of Judgment, but it is leaving 
them to receive Imprcffions from far worfe 
Hands. • > 

But as this Objection, if thire be any 
Weight in it, diredly impeaches the natural 
Means ordained by Providence for prefervirig 
true Religion, and the Means enjoined as 
well under the Chriftian, as the Jewifh 
Difpenfation, for perpetuating the great 
Truths of Revelation, it may be proper, 
perhaps, to take this Matter a little higher, 
and confider how it ftands ^on the Principles 
of Reafon and human Nature, , 
• '. Did Men come into this World perfect, 
and cquaH/ pcrfcd, having their Minds 
' . : ftored 
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ftored with all neceifary Ideas, and able to 
make a proper Ufe c^ all the Faculties of 
the Underftanding, there might be fome 
Reafon^ perhaps, in faying, *^ Leave them- 
Mvts to judge for themielves/' But as the 
Cafe is otherwife, and we bring little moie 
into the World with us, than an animal 
Life, and arrive by flow Degrees to the 
Ufe of Reafbn and the Knowledge of Things 
id)Out us, it is the Diredbn of Nature, in 
Confequence of this Courfe of Nature, that 
Parents (hould teach their -Children, as they 
grow capable of learning, the Things that 
are neceflary to their well-being. 

The great Force of Cuftom and Educa- 
tion, whether rightly applied, or otherwife, 
could not be long unobferved in the World: 
as foon as it was obferved, it became a 
ftrong Ca][l upon the natural Affedions of 
Parents, to guard the tender Minds of thek 
Children againfl wrong Impreffions, and to 
prevent the Growth of evil Habits in them. 
Without the Excrcife of this Care in fome 
Degree, Authority cannot be maintained on 
'the Part of Parents, nor Duty required on 
the Part of Childrcu, If Parents have no- 
.thing to teach, what have Children to obey ^ 
.What then muil: become of the natural 

Duties 
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|>utiejs ariiing from this Relation, wh«n no^^ 
ihiog will remain, unlcfs perhaps fomc Dc^ 
fftfi of Fondneia, fuch as brute Cn^tfjktet 
iavc by JnftinA of Nature* 

Tl»t this natural Force of Cuftom and 
Education wa$ intended by Providence to 
fi&: in Conjuo^ion with Reafon, for the 
S.oppoit irf" Virtue and Religion, there can 
}» 00 aDpubt *, and whoever .coniiders what 
God h»B done, by natural or fupernatural 
3S/kms^ jSov the Sake of Religion, will foe 
abundant Evidence &r this Truth* 

Bat, whosi tbe Ways of Men grew cor^ 
JUp^ when Cuftom and Education were 
^ne over to the Side cif Vice knd Superfti- 
itiQU, and ReafeA and Rjdagion were left 
^iofM tQ ftniggle &r tihemlbhrGS; it is hatdly 
to be imagkifid Jbow uttiyfiirrally the Coirup 
•tlon iproad^ and Imw ihong Ppifeffion was 
given 10 JUcdatry and SuperftiiiQQ through- 
smt the WorkL It . tpay be hard to fay, 
what induced Men at ^& to cpn&crate 
Birds and Bea^, Stocks and Stones, and to 
^ down and wodhip theoa* But when 
once thofe Follies were introduced, Cuilom 
and Education fpread them far and wide; 
and they took fuch <deep Root, that human 
Reafon could not fhake them, but was com^ 

T tent 
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tent for Ages together to wear the Chains 
of blind Superilition. Cuftom and Educa- 
tion cannot be fhut out of the Cafe ; and 
Influence they mufl and will have; and if 
they are not fecured on the Side of Reafon, 
and taken in as Affiftants to it, they will 
foon grow to be Tyrants over Reafon ; and 
Men will think and adt as if they had none. 

We read in ancient Story of a People, 
who ufedy when their Parents and Relations 
were grown old and infirm, to kill them 
and feaft on them. -The Cuftom appear- 
ed> as well it might, barbarous and in- 
human in the Eyes of all civilized Nations: 
but thofe People being afked in their Tura> 
what they thought of thofe,^ who fufiered 
their aged Parents to linger and die of them- 
felves, and then burnt or buried their dead 
Bodies, they exprefied the greateft Abhor- 
rence for fuch Impiety. Had the Egyptians^ 
or any other People, been examined in like 
Manner, upon any or all their Superilitions, 
their Sentiments in Favour of their national 
Cuftoms would have been found, as ilrong, 
and as hard to be rectified. 

So general and fo ftrong is the Force of 
Cuftom and Education, that the Influence 
may be faid to be natural to the Miiid of 

Man; 
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Man; and if the Influence is natural, it 
was> doubtlcfs, dcfigned by the Author of 
Nature to be fubfervient to good Purpofes. 
That he intended it for this Ufe, is manifeft 
alfb from his making this Ufe of i^ and 
from his interpofirig to correft the Abufes 
to which this natural Influence was but too 
liable through the Paflions and Corruptions 
q£ Men. 

^ Confider, from the Beginning of Things 
what Provifion was made for propagating 
Religion in the World. 'Adam was created 
in the State of Manhood; and as he came a 
Man, and not a Child, out of the Hands of 
his Creator, he brought into the World with 
him all Knowledge ncceflary to a Man ; of 
which the Knowledge of God and true Re* 
ligion was the moft ncceflTary Part. Of him 
then fufiicient Care was taken. 

But all after him came Infants into the 
World, void of Knowledge, capable of 
coming at it but by flow Degrees, and 
liable to many Errors in the only Thing 
they had to depend on, the Ufe of their 
Reafon. What Care now wa^ taken to di- 
reift them right in this momentous Afiair of 
Religion? Was it not plainly this, that 
they were put into the Hands of an In- 
T 2 ftruaor. 
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ftruAor, who was himielf inftrudted by Ood, 
able to teach them the great Works of Pto- 
vidence in the Creation of all Things, and 
to point out to them the Du^ owing from 
the (freature to the Creator? 

How long this Inflpence continued to 
preferve a Senfe of true Religion, we know 
not ; probably in fome tolerable Degree fat 
many Ages; for many Ages pafled befbne 
God, for the Wickednefs of Men, deftroyed 
the World by a Deluge. 

Confider now again what Care was taken 
of Religion at the Reftoration of the Wcnrid 
after the Deluge; the Wicked with all 
their ungbdly Deeds perilled tn the Waters; 
one diflinguilhed Fnachsf ^ Rigbteau/hefsp 
with his Family, was faved, to be the Fadier 
of a new World, and to teach the Ways of 
Righteoufncfs to his Poftcrity. — And what 
wa$ this, but uniting once more the Force 
of Reafon, Education, and Cuilom in the 
Caufe of Virtue and Holine& ; and turning 
i^ natural Influence into its proper Chan- 
nel, which had been divided and perverted 
by the Wickednefs of Men ? 

After the Deluge, as the World grew po- 
pulous, it grew corrupt again j and Idolatry 
overfpread the Face of the Earth. God had 

. ^' promifed 
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proiblied titvcr to deftroy the Earth agaia 
for the Wickednefs of the Inhal>itant$. But 
tot check the Courfe of Impiety, and to keep 
up a Seofe ind Evidenqe of true Religion m 
the Midft of an idolatrous Generation, he 
thought fit in his Wifdom to raifc up a Na>- 
tkm to be hia own peculkr People. He made 
Choice of Abrab^m to be Head and F«her 
of this Nation ; and we are at no Lofs to 
iaccoutit for the Reafoh of this Choice ; for 
God has told us with what View be elected 
Jlbrabam — / know bim, that be will com-- 
nmAd bis Chitirin and bis Uoujbold ^ttr 
bimj and tbey jhall keep the Way of the 
hofd^ to do^ ytf/lke'afid "Judgment. 

When the Defcendaftttf from Abraham 
were growiri uunaerouS efioijgfa to make a 
People of tltemfclvest God was pfeafed to 
give them a Iiran^> iia^rOducei^ and confirmed 
by many %nal Befiyerftocis, and rtany 
Sigris and Wonde^^s-; and to perpetuate ^thc 
Memory of them through aU Gencmtions, 
many Rites and Ceremonies were inftitoted> 
ti) be conftant Parjtt'of Afe nrftidnal Reli- 
gion ; which repnefented, ami fet beforie the 
Eyes t)f the People; the great Thbgswbick 
GQd had done for them; fuch, for inftafice, 

T 3 was 
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was the Paflbvcr; fuch was that folemn 
•Profeffion to be made at the offerinrg d the 
firft-Fruits, recorded in the fiook of Deu^ 
-Uronomy. He who brought the Offerings 
^was to fpeak and fay before the Lord his 
God— 

*^ — A Syrian ready to perifh was my 
•^ Father, and he went down into Egypt^ 
^^ and fojourned there with a few, and be- 
^« came there a Nation, great, mighty, and 
*^ populous. 

" And the Egyptians evil-intrcated us, 
*^^ and affli&ed us, and kid upon us hard 
*f Bondage. 

*' And when we cried unto tht Lord 
** God of our Fathers, the Lord heard our 
^* Voice, and looked on our A^idions, and 
^*^ our Labour, and our Oppreffion. 

^^ "And the Lord brought us forth out <^ 
V Egypt ^ with a mighty Hand, and with an 
*^ out-ftretched Arm, and with great Ter-p- 
»'^ ribleneis, and with Signs, and with 
5« Wonder-6* 

• :..<f.And he hath brought us into this 
'^^ Place, and hath given us this Land, even 
^^'a Land that floweth with Milk and 
f* Honey,: . : 

-i- ^f Ap4 
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*^ And now behold I have brought the 
•* firft Fruits of the Land, which thou, O 
** Lord, haft given me." 

Thcfe Inftitutions, introduced at firft by 
pofitive Law, foon obtained the Force of 
national Cuftoms, and became a ftrong Bar- 
rier againft the Superftition of the idolatrous^ 
Nations round Judeai and they were in-? 
tended to anfwer this Purpofc. 
- But it muft be obferved of thefe Inftitu- 
tions in general, that they were not intended 
to operate merely by the Force of Cuftom ; 
but were adapted to preferve and renew the 
Memory of the true Reafons in which the 
Religion of the Jews was founded. If you 
had been to rea(bn with a Jew upon the 
Obedience due to the Law of Mofes^ coiild 
you fay more to him than what the Feaft 
of the PaiTover taught him, and what th^ 
Profeflion made at the off/^ring of the firft 
Fruits contained ? Thefe Inftitutions there- 
fore intended to make C\x^om fubfervient 
to Reafon and true Religion; and they were. 
fo conftituted, that they could go no where 
as Cujltms^ without carrying with thenl the 
true Reafon of Religion. 

Upon this Foot the Jewijh Religion 
^»od, till Cod thought fit by a new R^tc-!. 

T4 Idtioa 
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ktion to call ^1 tHe Wbrtd to Repcif tanee^ 
and Obedience to the Gofpel of Chrii^ 
Jcfus. 

The Nations of the Earth were rdoktferft 
before the coming of Chrift ; and their Re^ 
ligious Worfhip was not only direfied to 
&lie Objed8> but was in itfelf impure and 
corrupt^ add tended to introduce great Eto-^ 
pravity of Manners. Tho ieveral Forms o€ 
Superflitk)a in feveral Countries had £ila«* 
blifhment^ Education^ and Cuftom, to fup-^ 
port them; and thefe prefcriptiver Rights 
bad got fuch ftrong Poffeffion, that tlifird 
was no Hope of feeing, them beat out hyt 
human Wiidom. Some few periiaps £m^ 
tbr Follies which, fbrrounded them^ botf 
tiieir Wifdom was of no U& towmd^ re-^ 
ferming the Woiidj wfaatei^r it might her 
tcx themfelves. 

To root out this inveoemte Evil required 
ftipernatural ASiftance; and yet fiub Ai^ 
Mancc as^was omfiftent with the Freedom; 
and Reafon of human Mindsjf and aghsabltf 
to the. Nature of Religions which loies itt^ 
very Beings when it is feparatcd fram Freo^^ 
dom and Reaibn. 

The Power of Miracles was fuehran Af- 
fiftancei'&r Miipacles ^re an Appesd' te^ 

Reafon, 
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Rtrafeiit as much as the Works of Nature 
are ; and therefore Miracles offered in Sup^ 
port of true Religion, are to be coniidercd 
as new Arms put into the Hand of Reafon, 
to enable it to fubdue the Pdwers of corrupt 
Cuftom and Education. 

My Subjed does not lead me to cbnfidet 
all the Purpofes which Providence had td 
ferve hj the Power of Miracles f but this 
manifeftly was one, though not the only 
one» to awaken the Attention of the Worlds 
to; confider what they and their Fathers had 
beeh doings when they fell down before 
Stocks and Stones> and forgot the Lord 
who oiade tbem> and to whoib command 
they iaw al^ Nature was obedient. 

When Reafon and true Religion were by 
this powerful Affiftance fet free frdm the 
Shackles of Idolatry and Superftition> Mi« 
racier ceaied; and> for perpetuating the 
Knowledge; c£ God and of his Truth in iHm 
Worid^ the natund and ordinary Methods 
ef tedchhiig and inftrufting itceived an 
idditionai Strength under the Gofpbl, by 
fetting apart an Order of Men» whole Bu* 
forcfs it fliould be to p<»bli(h to every Gc* 
neratbn the gttat Things which God had 
wmught fop tbei» thiou^ Chrift Jefnal 

Tliis, 
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This, I &yf was an additional Strength to 
the ordinary and natural Means of Educa- 
tion, but was never defigned to fuperfede it; 
for Parents are obliged by the Law of the 
GofpeU as well as by the I^aw of Nature, 
• to breed up their Children in the Nurture 
and Admonition of^ the Lord ; and where 
this Care is wanting, it is rarely that the 
other can take place; Children negledted 
naturally grow headftrong and felf- willed ; 
and we fee, by fad Experience, that they 
are fent too late for Inflru€tion to the 
Church, who were never inured to it at 
Home* 

Laying then thcfe Things together, con- 
fider, what is there in the prefent Circum- 
ftances of Things that we can do to pro- 
mote Virtue and Religion in the World? 
We have only natural and ordinary Means 
within our Power. May we ufe them ? or 
muft the Care of Virtue and Religion be 
given up ? If not, the propereft, I had al- 
moft faid, the only effedual Method to pre- 
ferve them, is to lay a Foundation for the 
Youth of the Country. 
- But thefe general Reflexions do fp na-^ 
turally arife from what has been faid, that 
I will leave them to your Qwn Thoughts i 

and 
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Stnd go on to confider the particular Cafe 
.now. before us. 

The State of Religion in Ireland very 
well dcferves the Attention oi every Man 
in this Kingdom, who has a Concern either 
for the Parity of the Gofpel, or for the 
Security of the Government under which 
we live. 

The Reformation was very imperfeftly 
carried on in Ireland i and the Bulk of the 
People have been ever fincc, and ftill are 
Fapifts. The Natives have a Language of 
:their own,, extremely bard to be learned or 
underftood by any but themfelvcs, which 
make^ it almoft iihpoffible to convey any 
Light or Knowledge to them* The Priefts 
^mong them, who talk their Language, be-' 
ing born and bred among them, kno\v as 
little of any Thing elfe, as the People them- 
jfelves do» So that Popery in Ireland is old 
traditionary Popery, without any of the Cor* 
re£tion or Improvement which Popei-y in 
other Parts has been forced into by the 
Light of the Reformation, The Learned 
of the Church of Rome have been long paU 
liating and refining their abfurd Dodtrines 
^nd Pradtices. Tell them that they worihip 
^jint^ and Images, tl^ey will diftinguiih h^^ 
. . twecn 
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tween dired Wotihip, aiid rekdve War (hip, 
between religious Service* and Honour and 
Refped due to th6 Saints.-^Bnt the poor 
Jrifi} worfhip Saints itnd Image^^ itnd ha^ 
never heard even of thefe Refinements; 
vfhich being invented as Anfp^ers to Objttc« 
ifton's* are of no Ufe among a poor Peopfe, 
iecured by their Ignorance* and a Language 
tinderftood hf themfcAves only, froat aU 
Obje£tion$. 

Not' rtiany Ye«rs ago a worthy Clerg^ 
mzn of Ireknd,v9ii\i gt&x Pains and La- 
bour, made himfetf Madrer of the Languafgb 
of the Natives, with ah Intent to preach tht 
Oofpei among them. He entered upoft' the 
Work, ind the Suedcfe feemed- to datrtifc 
bis Wifhcs: his Audience was numerous, . 
and the People' feemed to be much atfc<a<5d 
wrth h\% Difcourfes : but as foott as tHii 
was perceived, the Priefts had OrdtfrS^ td 
publifh an Excommunication a^inft cvtr^ 
Ferfon wh($ (hould attend thefe Sermons : 
th6 Effea wks/that the Preacher was <^A- 
tirely d^ferted. 

Th? dafe is' much the famtf iw ktritf Pi^ 
riflbes of the' kingdom, which have nd« a 
Pix)teftfl[r[t \ti them, ekcbpt the Mdi'ffer of 
the I*ari£bj but kW pdrhapi, >)i^ho tfridki- 

ftand 
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|kao4 1^ Language^ and they reftraiDed by 
all the Terrors, which ^he Pricfts of Ibmt 
can infafe ioto poor ignorant People, from 
giving Ear to bis Inftrufbions. Hoiv un* 
ijomfcruble a Situation muft this be to an 
booeft minded Clargyman, to £nd him&lf 
placod in an Offite» with a great Truft aa« 
iKX^to it, and which it is morally iaipoft 
fible /for him to difcharge; what a Reproach 
is it to Qur Proteftant Church in the Eyescf 
the Advcdary, to have Shepherds appointed, 
and BO Flocks to be attended ; Rulers kt^ 
tikd w^here thece are none to be directed 2 
Miaiilers without ^Congregations; Preachers 
without Hearers 1 

This great £yil ought to be removed, 
muft be removed, as far as proper and rea-^ 
ionable Methods can prevail; and till alt 
rtafonabk Methods are tried, the Reproach 
will remain with us unanfwered. 

Confider this State of Religion ; and let 
every Chriftian lay his Hand to his Heart, 
and £iy, whether this Cafe calls for Help 
or no. Can we be blamelefs, if we look 
on, and &e thoufands periflt for whom 
Chrift died, without fo much as offering to 
help or relieve them ? Thefe People, poor 
a^ they are, ignorant^as they are, are y^^ 

Childrei^. 
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Children of the fame Father with us, Melf 
of the fame Nature, Fellow Subjedls and 
Fellow Chriftians : if they know but little 
of Chrift, by ^^bofe name they are called; 
if they live in Darknefs and Superftition, 
and in blind Obedience to popiih Tyranny ; 
they are but in the fame Cafe in which our 
Forefathers were, and from which wc are 
happily delivered. How ftrongly do theic 
Circumflances plead ^heir Caufe ! The Re^^ 
verence we have for the common Father 
of all ; the Benevolence due to our Fellow 
Creatures ; thfe Love we owe to Men united 
to us in one and the fame Society ; Com* 
paflion to their unfortunate Cafe, which 
was once our own ; Regard to the Name 
of Chrift, by which they and we are called; 
do with one Voice exhort, incite, and pro- 
voke us to thi^ Labour and Work of Love, 
in which their prefcnt and future Happi« 
nefs, the Glory of God, and the Honour of 
the Gofpel, are fo nearly concerned. 

There is another Confideration well worth 
your Attention, which though it affords not 
fo ftrong a Reafon as thofe before mention- 
ed, yet a ftrong one it does afford, to en- 
courage you to go on with the good Work 
.you have undertaken; I mean the Profpe- 

rity 
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rity and Welfare of the Canftitution and 
Government under which we live. 

The prefent Government and the Pfo-^ 
teftant Religion muft ftand or fall together i 
Papifts are by Principle Enemies to both ; 
the .more ignorant they are, the more de- 
termined and defperate Enemies they will 
be ; as being free from the Reftrairits of 
ConfcienCe and Refle6tion, to yield blind 
Obedience to their Dire^ftors. 

The Papifts in Ireland^ by the loweft 
Computation 1 have feen, arc five to two. 
The Civil and Military Government arc in 
the Hands of Proteftants, and in Times of 
public Tranquillity are fufficient to keep the 
Papifts in due Obedience : but whenever the 
Public has been diftreflcd by internal Com- 
motions, the Strength of Popery in Ireland 
has been fatally experienced. The Situa- 
tion of Affairs in^ Charles the Firft's Time, 
brought them to take Arms ; and the gene- 
ral Maflacre of the Proteftants is ftill frefli 
in Memory, in which thoufands periflied 
by V Cruelties unknown even among barba- 
rous Nations. 

At the Revolution, the Popery of Ireland 
endangered the Proteftantifm of the three 
Kingdoms, by finding Employment for the 

Arms 
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Arois of BnilMdf w^en they were w^ai^ 
elfewhere to fuptport the Caufe of libertjr 
and J^sUgioso : ta4 flK>u}d we ever he:io ju* 
Iwppy a3 tp iiee our Religion wd I^iborly 
pnt again to the Chance of War> thore cao 
bsiio Doubt w)uch Side th? Zr^ Pftpift* 
SBfojald take* 

Even in the Tinges of Peace th^y 9x9 <^ 
little Ufc to the Public, being ^W^ 
Want of Education greatly iina^^oaint^ 
with the Arts of civil Lj&, and Strangers 
to the In^pi^yeoients which make Men gregt 
«Dd confiderabk. They may be 6f. for Aimb 
liut they are not fijt to be tritiled in a pfQr 
tcftant Army: maoy of them indeed tafef 
io this Employment; and they are ia jSmoir 
nary for foreign Troops j a Strejagth breil 
up among ourfeives, but always at ^e Sefi^ 
vice of our Enemies. So that wfeen yoa 
Ciimpute their Numbers, and their Eorce^ 
you muft place their Strength to Ae Act 
ccttiot, not of their natural Prince, the King 
of Great Britain^ but ntfher po iome fo^ 
reign Poweris, and to thofe Specially, of 
whom England has the greateft R^fon to 
fop jealous. 

WI»t ihall we fay then to this State of 
fhe Cafe? iShoU thefe great NumheM coor 

tinue 
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tkiUe ftill to be our Enemies ; or (hall we 
try to gain their AfFedtions, and make them 
Friends as well as fubjeft to the Govern*- 
ment ? Shall we fee them ftill facrificing 
their Lives due to the Defence of their 
Country, in the Service of foreign Powers j 
or (hall we engage their Hearts and Hands 
in a nobler Warfare, in the Caufe of Li- 
berty ? Shall we permit them to remain un- 
taught, uncultivated, ufelefs to themfelves 
and to the World ; or (hall we (hew them 
the Arts of Life and honeft Induftry, teach 
them to be happy, and of Service to them- 
felves and to the Public ? 

There can be no Doubt which Part is to 
be chofen. But as even the temporal Ad- 
vantages propofed are not to be obtained 
but by fetting thefe poor People free from 
the Tyranny of Popery, and by opening 
their Minds to fee and receive the Truths 
of the Gofpel; the Methods to be ufed 
with them muft be fuch as are confiftent 
with the Nature of Religion, and fijch as 
the Circumftances of the People willadmit* 
— And fuch only have you made Choice of. 

When yoii receive Children, whofe Pa- 

irents willingly entruft them to your Care, 

(and others you fcek not after) you afl: by 

U Com- 
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Commiffion tinder the paternal Authority^ 
and are authorifed by the fame natural Rights 
when you teach and iuftruft fuch Children^ 
as Parents thcmfelves arc when they teach 
and inftruft their own. Whoever therefore 
has any Objeftion to the Work you are 
engaged in, muft firft difpute the Parent's 
Right to educate his own Children, , before 
he can controvert yours. 

If the Confent of Parents gives you a 
Right, yout Charity, and Benevolence ia 
undertaking a Duty, which the poor Pa- 
rents are incapable of difcharging them- 
felves, will not fail to give you a Reward 
in due Time. Ages to come, when they 
feel the happy Change, the Foundation of 
which is now laying, fhall blefs your Me- 
mory ; and thoufands yet unborn may owe 
their Happinefs in this World, and their 
Hopes in a better, to this Work and La- 
bour of Love. 

Go on then, and may Succefs wait on 
your Care. The Wiflies of all, who wi(h 
well to their Country, are with you ; and 
every good Man, if he has nothing elfe to 
give, will beftow his Prayers, that this 
Work of the Lord may profper in your 
Hands* 

DIS- 
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2 Cor. ix. i2* 



For tie Adminiftration of this Service not onfy 
Jufplietb the Want of the Saints, but is 
abundant alfr by many Tbankfgivings unto 
God. 

TO. take in the full Senfe of the Apoftk 
upon this Subjedt^ the 14th VerfQ 
ought to be read together with the Text ; 
and then the Whole will run thus : For the 
Adminifiration of this Service not only fup^ 
flietb the Want of the Saints, but is abundant 
alfo by many Thankfgivings unto God ^ and 
by their Prayer for you, which long after you 
for the exceeding Grace of God in you. 

The Occalion of thefe Words was In 

(hort this : The Apoftle had been making 

Colleftions among the Chriftians of feyer^l 

U 2 Coun- 
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Countries, for the Relief of the poor dif- 
trefled Brethren in Judea; and intending 
fhortly to vifit Corinth^ he fends before him 
an Exhortation to them to be in Readinefe 
to anfwcr the Hopes and Expe(Stations 
which themfelves had raifed in him, that 
he fhoald receive a large Supply at their 
Hands. The Chapter of the Text is en- 
tirely fpent in this Argument : ^ the Apoftle 
introduces it with cxcufing his Writing 
upon this Subjedt, fince he knew how for- 
ward they were of their own Accord, and 
how much their Zeal had provoked and 
ftirred up others to be liberal: but then 
from this very Circumftance he juftifics his 
Application to them, and urges them in a 
very powerful Manner to make good their 
fair Promifes, left haply if they (hould after 
all be found unprepared at his Coming, both 
he and they fhould be ajhamed in their con^ 
Jident Boajiing. I Ihould not have taken 
Notice of this Argument made ufe of by the 
Apoftle to ftir up the Corinthians' Charity, 
which is not indeed founded on the Nature 
of the good Work itfelf, or in the Promifes 
of the Gofpel, but for the Sake of obfery- 
ing to you, that it is not only lawful, but 
laudable, to make the natural Pailions and 

Incli- 
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Inclinations of Men fubfervient to the Caufe 
of Virtue and Religion ; that it is no Way 
unbecoming a Preacher of the Gofpel to 
apply to that Senfe of Shame, to that Love 
of Credit and good Report, which God has 
implanted in Men, to be perpetual Incite- 
ments to Adions virtuous and praifeworthy. 
Thefe Motives however muft be kept in 
their proper Place; We may recommend, 
but they cannot make a Duty ; the Ground 
of our Obedience lies deeper. The Honour 
of God, the Good of our Brethren, the Care 
of our own Happinefs, are the Springs from 
whence all Duties flow; and though we 
may confider thefe as diftindt Heads, yet 
they always unite in one' Stream, and run 
together 'without Divifion : for whilft we 
do good to others, we do Honour to God, 
and take the beft Care of ourfelves : and 
the Honour we have for God will as natu- 
rally (hevv forth itfelf in the Love of the 
Brotherhood, as it will certainly end in our 
own Happinefs. 

From thefe Principles the Apoftle ex- 
horts the Corinthians to fet forward the 
Charity propofed to them with a liberal 
Hand, affuring them, that it would be 
abundant to the Honour and Glory of God, 
U 3 through 



Digitized 



by Google 



294 DISCOURSE Xllt 

through many Thankfgivings; that it would 
fupply the Wants of the Saints ; and that it 
would return to them in Bleffings, through 
the Prayers that would be offered to God 
in their Behalf. 

We muft not imagine that thefe Prin- 
ciples are peculiar to Works of Charity and 
Beneficencei for they really extend to all 
Parts of our Duty j all Religion is derived 
from them; and there is nothing we attp 
hound to^ but as it relates either to the 
Honour of God, or the Good of Mankind, 
or our own Welfare. 

In treating therefore of this Subjcft, I 
(hall confider, 

Firjly How thefe Principles influence 
lleligion in general. 

Secondly How plainly and evidently they 
lead us to Works of Charity and Mercy. 

thirdly y I will fhew you how effcftually 
they do confpire to recommend to us that 
good Work, for the promoting of which, 
we are this Day met together in the Pre- 
fence of God* 

Firfi then, let us confider how thefe 
Principles influence Religion in general. 

Man is a religious Creature, in Confer 
^uence of his being a rational one ; our Ob-^ 

ligations 
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ligations to do right arife frot^ the natural 
Powers with which we are endowed, to 
diftinguifli between Right ^nd Wrong ; and 
3vhen in any Cafe, in which we are con- 
cerned to a<9:, our Reafon difcoyers to us 
what is Right, it at the fame Time unavoid* 
ably fixes our Duty and Obligation. 

It is but tpo plain, that to know and feel 
the Obligations we are under, is one Thing, 
and to comply with them ,ij;i Pradiice, is 
another: all wilful Sinners feel the Obli- 
gations they are under to do right, and yet 
are carried by other Inducements, which 
'have greater Force upon their Minds, to do 
:Wrong ; and where Men comply with their 
Duty, it is not always, nay, it is perhaps 
rbut rarely, for the Sake pf that natural 
Light of Reafpn only, which creates the 
Duty 5 but for other Reafpns, which affc(Jt 
, their pwn Intereft and Convenience. And 
,this fhews the Difference between the Prin- 
ciples, and the mere Motives pf Religion. 

A rational Mind ought efpecially to be 
.influenced by the Power of Reafon ; and if 
W€ could feparate Men frpip the corrupt 
Pailipns and AiFediops which hang about 
them, the fame Light pf Reafon which 
ibews them their Duty, wpwld fufficiently 
U 4 mpve 
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move and influence their Wills to Obedi- 
ence ; in which Cafe the Principles and the 
Motives of Religion would be cxa<ftly the 
fame 5 and the Aft of Obedience would be 
fincere and pure, and of the fame Kind with 
the Light of Reafon from which it flows. 
Such Obedience as this is in the highefl: 
Degree rational and religious ; and though 
Laws, both humaii and divine, are guarded 
with Hopes and Fears, yet the Workings of 
fuch Hopes and Fears cannot add to the 
Religion of fuch Obedience; unlefs you fup- 
pofe that there is more Religion in being 
moved by our own Paflions, than in being 
conduced by the clear Light of our Reafon 
and Underftanding. 

When once a Man has attained to the 
Knowledge of Gody and of the Relation he 
hears to him, and feels the natural Obliga- 
tions from thence arifing to love, honour, 
and obey his Maker ;• though other Confi- 
derations may come in with good Effe<ft to 
incline his Will to his Duty, yet no other 
Coniiderations can add to his Obligations, 
or make the Duty of Obedience more a 
Duty, or more an Ad: of true Religion, 
than it was before : for he who honours and 
obeys God, becaufe he knows that God 

ought 
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ought to be honoured and obeyed by him^ 
his Creature and his Servant, acts upon as 
high and as true a Principle of Religion, as 
a rational Mind is capable of. 

The fecond Principle of Duty, which is 
the Love of our Neighbour, may be con- 
iidered in two Views, either as it refults 
from the common Relation which all Men 
bear to God, or from the Relation whith 
Mtn bear to each other : in the firft View, 
to love our Neighbour is properly a reli- 
gious h&f and Part of the Duty we owe to 
God ; and he knows but little of God and 
his Attributes, who cannot from thence dif- 
cern that to do good to our Fellow-Creatures 
is an acceptable Part of Obedience to him ; 
that to vex, injure, and opprefs them, is 
injurious to him, the common Father and 
Maker of all Men. 

But beiides this, could we fuppofe Men 
to forget God, without forgetting them- 
felvcs, and lofing the Reafon with which 
they are endowed ; the very Light of Rea- 
fon, affifted by the natural Faculty of what 
is right and wrong, would oblige Men to 
ufe each other with Juftice, and with Ten* 
dernefs : for Reafon itfelf is a Law to a 
reafonable Mind : and in the prefent Cz&f 

you 
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yott muft either (ay, that it would be al<;o^ 
gether as ceafooaMe an A£t in a Man* who 
believes not in God, to naurder an innocent 
Child» as to noariilh and Aipport it ; or you 
cnuft aUo\y that Rea£)n alone in this Cafe 
snakes a DifFeeeoce^ and creates ikch an 
OhligattoB as a reafonable Mind muft ever 
|>e fenfible of, and inclined to follow. I 
would not call this religious Obedience^ but 
it is Obedience to the Law of our own 
"Mkids ; and could we be ib ftupid as to 
ibrgct the Hand which planted this Law in 
IHU* Hearts^ yet whilft the Law itielf lives 
in uss that is^ as long as we continue to 
have Reafon and Senfe^ fo long ihall we 
fed ithe Obligations we are under in Obe- 
dience to it i fo long (hall we be dijQatisfied 
with ourfelves, fca: adling contrary to what 
we iee^ and know^^ and f<^l *^ >be right and 
/l>eoon!iing, 

tSutJoin theSc two Confiderations toge- 
ther, and you fee into t^e very Source of 
ail the 'Obligations a M^n can be under to 
do good to his Fellow Creatures. We can 
tonfider Men only as they iland related to 
-OS, or as 'they and we iland equally rekt(;d 
to God, our common Father ; and under 
^fe Vkws we -may dtfpover whatever we 
- . PWP 
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owe to Man for his own Sake, or for the 
Sake of God who made him; and difcern 
the whole Compafs of our Duty with Re- 
TpecSt to ihtfecond great Branch of it, Tbm 
jhalt love thy Neighbour as thyfeff. 

Let us then proceed to the third Thing, 
viz. the Love of ourfclves, and our own 
Happinefs ; and confider how far this wiU 
snd ought to influence our religious Obe^ 
dience. 

• It is very evident from the common and 
univerfal Senfe of Mankind, that the De-» 
fires of Life and Happinefs are Impre£Qons 
which come from the Author of Nature j 
^nd confequently that to follow thefe Im- 
preffions, and to aft in Purfuance of them, 
js according to Nature, and agreeable to the 
Will of God, the Author of thera. It is 
rcafonable for a Man to be concerned for 
-his own Happinefs ; and fince the Will of 
God can never contradid: right Reafon, iris 
confonant to the divine Will for Men to afl: 
upon this Principle, the Care of themfelves 
and of their own Welfare. This Concern 
for our own Happinefs is a very ftrong 
Principle of Adtion ih us, and when duly 
purfued, within its proper Bounds, a veiy 
juftifiable one; and though in Stridtneis of 
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S{^ech it cannot be termed a Principle of 
Religion, becaufe the Reafbn of our own re- 
ligious Obedience is not to be refolved into 
Self-love; yet confidering the ftriift Union 
which God has made between our Happi- 
ncfs and our Duty, the Concern for our 
own Happinefs, when duly regulated, will 
always be a powerful Principle of Adion 
in Matters of Religion. 

The natural Care and Concern therefore 
which all Men have for themfelves and 
their own Happinefs, is the great Source 
from which the Motives of Religion are 
deduced : and the Reafon why this natural 
Principle of Adlion does often furnifti very 
powerful Motives to the Caufe of Vice and 
Irrcligion, is no other than this; that Men 
often, through the Corruption of their Af- 
fedtions, judge amifs of their Happinefs, and 
purfue thofe Things as pleafant and profit- 
able, which are* really pernicious and de- 
ftruftive. In which Cafe Men are not to 
be blamed for purfuing their own Happi- 
nefs, but for the Corruption of their Hearts, 
which makes them place their Happinefs 
in the Things the moft contrary to it. For 
iince God made Man to be happy, and has 
endowed him with Reafon> to difcem 
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wherein his true Happinefs does coniift» it 
muft needs be agreeable to the Will of 
God, that Man fhould endeavour to attain 
that Happinefs, for which he was intended. 
The Confequence of which is, that it is no 
Blemifh to our Obedience, that we are 
moved by the Confiderations of that Hap- 
pinefs^ which God has made to be the Re- 
ward of it. 

. To judge rightly therefore of the Mo- 
tives upon which Men adt in their religious 
Concerns, we muft judge of the Nature, of 
the Happinefs they propofe to themfelves ; 
and this, I think, we may admit, as a Rule in 
this Cafe ; that as long as Men feek after that 
Happinefs which is natural and proper, and 
intended for them by God, fo long they a£t 
upon Motives agreeable to the Will of God. 
The Happinefs in which Men are capa- 
ble of having any Share, or for which they' 
have any Defires, is either that which be- 
longs to this World, or that which be- 
longs to the World to come. That future 
Rewards are proper Incitements to Virtue 
and Religion, is plain from hence; that God 
has propofed them as fuch, and fent his 
only and well beloved Son into the World, 
to bring Life and Immortality to Light 
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through the GofpeL But thefc future Re*^ 
wards do not alter the Nature of Religion^ 
or give God a better Title to our Obedience 
than he had before ; they contain not the 
'Reaian& and Evidences of the Obligations 
we.virere under to the Supreme Creatotf but 
they are added as proper Movements to the 
Will and Afie(Skions of Men* and to raifc 
their Minds above the Temptations of thi$ 
World, which fo eafily befet them« The 
particular Rewards promifed in the Gofpel 
being Matter of divine Revelation, to reje£k 
them, is Want of Faith ; to admit them> is 
an A£fc of Religion towards God, with re«* 
fpeft to that Faith, which is the Founda^ 
tion of our receiving them ; but with re-^ 
fpeift to the Influence of the Rewards themr 
felves, they do not make any Thing to be a 
religious Duty, whidi is not fb in itielf ; 
they do not make any Thing ceaib to be 
Religion, which was Religion before* 

As to the Happineis of this prefent Life; 
we can, I think, as little queftioti whether 
God intended Men to be happy here, as we 
can, whether he intends them to be happy 
hereafter : the natural Deiires of Men after 
this Happinefs, the neceflary ConnciSion 
between Virtue and Happinefs, and the 

Good- 
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Goodnefs of God towards his Creatures^ 
trill not permit us to make any Doubt oi 
it : and if God intended Men for Happiness 
htK, to purfue this Happinefs by the moQi 
juftifiable Means, /. e. by thd Means of Vir* 
tue and Religion, muft needs be agreeable 
to his holy Will; and confequently the Pro^ 
fpeft of the Peace ahd Tranquillity of this 
Life, is a proper Motive to Religion, 

Under the old Law we find the Promi^ 
of this Life were exprefsly made to religious 
Obedience by God himfelf ; a Dembnftra- 
tion, I think, that the Motives of this World 
are not in their owta Nature deftrufiiye of 
religious Obedience. Long Life, temporal 
Peace and Profperity in the flourifhing Con- 
dition of their Country, fruitful Seafons, 
and plentiful Harvefts, are Inducements A^ 
vrzy^ propofed to the Jtws to keep the 
Commandments: nor may we pretend to 
fay, that tfaefe Promi&s were peculiar, and 
only proper to the yews9 unlefs we think 
that it was peculiar to the yews to defirc 
long Life, Profperity, and Plenty : for Mo*- 
tives founded in natural Defires muft be as 
extenfive as the Defires themfelves; and 
having been propounded by God as Motives 
of Religion to one Nation, it ihews they arc 
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proper for all. The Jews had indeed an 
cxprefs Promife of temporal Felicity, if they 
continued obecHent : other Nations, if tfiey 
believe God to be the Governor of tl^ 
World, muft have Afliirance of the like 
Reward ; for to fuppofe God to govern the 
World, infera his Care of a religious obedi- 
ent People : and therefore our Saviour gives 
it as an Inftance of Want of Faith, where 
Men diftruft the Goodnefs of God in pro- 
viding for them, whilft they endeavour to 
ferve Kim. But further; even under the 
Gofpel we are aiTured, that Godlinefs has the 
Promifes of the Life that now is, and of that 
which is to come. 

To encourage ourfelves therefore in our 
Duty and Obedience, with the Hopes that 
God will reward us here with Life, Health, 
and Profperity, is no Blemifh to our Reli- 
gion ; but indeed is an K6t of Faith in God, 
as Governor of the World ; and a proper 
Inducement to make us, in all we fay or do, 
to look up to him who is the Giver of 
every good and perfect Gift, both in this 
Life and in the next. 

Our Saviour reckons but two general 
Heads of Religion, the Love of God, and 
the Love of our Neighbour ; but the fecond 
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of the& plainly infers another^ the Love of 
ouribivess for fince we are to love our 
Neighbour as ourfelves» it is evident that 
we may and ought to love ourfelves. A 
corrupt and irreligious AffcdLion can be no 
Rule of Duty ^ and if we are bound to love 
others according to the Meafure of the 
Love we have for ourielves^ it is evident at 
Jeaft that we may, coniiftently with th^ 
Nature of Religion^ love ourfelves as much 
as we are^ iound to love others : and iince it 
is our Duty to promote the prefent Eaie^ 
and Happinefs^ and ProfperiQr of our Neigh- 
bour8> it muft be agreeable to the Mind of 
our bleiTed Saviour^ that we fhould take the 
fame Care of ourfelves : and if this be a 
lawful Care» it muft needs be allowed^ that 
it is never better employed than when it 
makes us obedient towards God* in Hopes 
of his Favour and Protedtion. 

Having now, if not too largely, yet at 
kaft as far as the prefent Occafion will give 
Leave, endeavoured to clear xSMjirfl Thing 
propofed; I fhall proceed to liit fecondi 
namely. 

How plainly and evidently thefe Prin- 
ciples lead us to Works of Charity and 
Mercy, 
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He that opprejfetb the Poor^ fays the wife 
King of Ifracl, reproacbetb bis Maker rbut 
be that bonouretb bim, batb Mercy on tbe 
Poor^ 

The Poor are the Creatures of God, not 
only as they are Men, but alio as they are 
poor Men: the. different Orders and De- 
grees of Men arc from the Hand of God ; ' 
iind to defpife or opprefs^ a Man for being 
what God has thought fit to make him, is 
to reproach God : and if we have a true 
Honour for God, the common Father of 
both Rich and Poor, it will difpofe us to 
regard even tbe mcaneft of his Children* 
The Rich are the elder Brothers of the 
World ; and as they fhare the Eftate of it 
among them, fo is it incumbent on them to 
provide for the Neceffities of the Reft of the 
Family; which they can hardly negled 
without renouncing the common Relation 
they have to one and the fame Parent ; fo 
that to (hew Mercy to the Poor, is a dire<3: 
Way of paying Honour to God. 

Befides, Works of Mercy redound to the 
Honour of G6d, through the Praifes and 
Thankfgivings of thofe, who feel the Com- 
fort and Relief of them. The Charity of 
the Rich, thrown into the Lap of the Poor, 
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afcends up in more delightful Steams than 
the Incenfc of the Altar, and returns lagain 
in Showers of Bleffings upon the Head of 
the Liberal . The unexpeded Relief which 
the Indigent meet' with, naturally creates 
in them a great Senfe of. Providence, and 
of the Care of God over his Creatures ; it 
raifes them to a thankful Acknowledgment 
of his Regard towards them, and difpofes 
them to a religious Dependance on him in 
the Midft of all the^r Diftrefs. So that in 
this Senfe alfo Works of Charity tend to 
the Honour of God, as they promote a true 
Senfe of Religion in the World. 

That the Good and Welfare of Men are 
diredly confulted by the charitable Hand, 
is too plain a Cafe to admit of any Proof: 
and great Pity it is, that there is any Room 
to doubt whether this End be always at- 
tained by the Liberality of well-difpofed 
Perfons : but fo it is, that too great a Part 
of what is given in Charity in this rich and 
populous City, inftead of being a Supply 
to the Want of Saints, is the Nourifliment 
of idle and debauched Vagabonds : a Cafe 
the more to be lamented, becaufe the fre- 
quent Impoftares of this Kind make good 
People diftruftful of all who afk for Charity, 
X z and 
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find fometimes bring great Difficulties upon 
the well-deferving Poor. Under thcfe Cir* 
cumftances, we can no otherwife anfwer 
this End of Charity, the doing good to 
others, than by taking fome Care to place 
our Charity right; and to diftinguiih be* 
iwttn the truly Needy, and the idle Beggar^ 
^ho lies in wait to intercept Charity, and 
to divert the Maintenance of the more de- 
ferving* But however we may be impofed 
on in this Refpe<ft, yet in that which fol* 
fows, I truft there is no Fear of being de- 
ceived } for though the wicked Receiver of 
Charity fhall anfwer for his Guile and Hy« 
pocrify, yet the Liberality of the Giver fhall 
not go unt^eWarded : for^ 

Tbtrdfyy By Works of Mercy and Cha- 
rity, we make the beft Provifioni for our 
own prefent and future Happinefs. This 
itiay be concluded by direft Inference from 
what has been already faid; for fince Worksf 
of Mercy have fo plain a Tendency to pro- 
mote the Honour of God, we cannot doubt 
but that God will reward the Love and 
Obedience of fuch as take Pleafure therein. 
Add to this, the exprefs Promifes of the 
Gofpel made to thefe good Works cfpe- 
cially ; infomuch that clothing the Nalced,^ 
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feeding the Hungry, giving Drink to the 
Tbirfty, vifiting the Sick and the Prifonerp 
in their Diftrefs, are mentioned by our bief- 
ied Saviour, ^s chief Articles of Enquiry at 
the laft great Day; and are put into the 
fhort Defcription which St> James has 
Jeft us oi pure and iindefiled Religion in th( 
Sight of God *, add to this, I fay, and wc 
faave all the Security that can be defired or 
cxpeiSted. 

The final Eetribution for this, and every 
other Wwk, rouft be expedted from tbe 
Juftice of God, in that Day in which he 
hath appointed to judge the World; but 
tlm hinders not but that we may juftly 
liope for Part of our Reward in this Life. 
Jn the Chapter of the Text, the Apoftle 
encourages the Corinthians to Liberality, by 
teaching them to expedt a Return for it 
from God, in the Incrcafe of their Stores^ 
and a plentiful Harveft of the good Fruits 
of the Earth*: this Reward he earneftly 
prays they may have : — He that minift^retb 
Seed to the Sower ^ both minijier Bread for 
your Food, and multiply your Seedfown. The 
Apoftle wrote to Chriftians, and doubtjefs 
lie made ufe of none but Chrijiian Motives ; 
and upon his Authority we may venture to 
X 3 promife 
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promife to the charitable Chriftian a fuit-> 
able Reward, as well in the BlefUngs of this 
Life, as of that which is to come. But it 
is Time to proceed to the laft Thing pro- 
pofed : . 

To fhew how effeaually thcfe Confider- 
ations confpire to recommend to us that 
good Work, for promoting of which, we 
are this Day met together in the Fear of 
God. 

If to fupply the temporal Wants of the 
Brethren, be a work redounding to the Ho* 
nour of God ; behold thefe numerous Obr , 
jedls before you, all wearing the Livery of 
Charity, not as a Badge of Servitude to- any 
earthly Mafter, but as a Token that they and 
their Benefa<^ors are equally Servants to 
God : nor are their prefent Wants and Ne- 
ceflities the only Concern of this pious In- 
ftitution ; but a Foundation is laid for the 
conftant Support of them and their Fami- 
lies, by training them up, and difpofing of 
them to fuch ufeful Employments as may 
yield them a comfortable Maintenance for 
their Lives ; fo that this Charity, like the 
Widow's Crufsy will always recruit itfelf ; 
and Bread to be earned by thefe many 
Hands^ in Time to come, (hall be placed to 
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the liberal Man's Account, as the Growth 
and Produdt of his Beneficence^ and be a 
Memorial of his good Works daily renewed 
and offered up in the Sight of God. 

But the fupplying the temporal . Wants 
of the Poor is not the only, nor the chief 
End of thcfe Inflitutions ; they have another, 
View, which more diredlly regards the Ho- 
nour and Glory of God ; the inftrudting of 
Youth in the Principles of Virtue and Re- 
ligion, and teaching them to know God 
betimes, and the Obedience owing to him. 
And if providing for the temporal Wants of 
the Poor (hall be efleemed an Honour paid 
to God, how much more fhall this Charity 
be fb efteemed, which is dedicated exprefsly 
to that End ? the chief Bufinefs of which 
is, to fill the Mouths of Babes and Suck- 
lings with the Praifes of God, a Sacrifice 
which he will not defpife. To inftruft un- 
difciplined Youth in the Principles of Faith 
and Obedience, what is it but to extend the 
Dominion of God over his Creatures ^ to 
turn the Hearts of the Difobedient to the 
Wifdom of the Juji^ and to make ready a 
People prepared for the Lord ; to conquer 
the Powers of Darknefs, like good Soldiers 
of Chriftj and to lay up in Store for our- 
X 4 felves 
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felves more than the Conqueror's Crown* 
BnUfecondly^ 

The Argument has the fame Advantage 
with Refped to the Good of thofe who are 
the immediate Objeds of this Charity : it 
has this in common with other Charities^ 
that it is a Supply for the Wants of the 
Poor ; it has this above many others, that 
it is a Provifion againft future Wants ; but 
its chief Glory is, that it is a Provifion not 
only for the prefent Comforts of this -Life^ 
but alio for the Happinefs of that Life 
which is eternal; by. refcuing the Poor 
from that Contagion of Vice to which they 
are fo fatally expofed, for Want of due In-* 
ilrudions in theif Youth : it is this Want 
which has filled the Streets with idle Va^ 
gabonds and Beggars ; many of whom 
know nothing of the Lord who bought them^ 
except only his Name; nor had they known 
that, but merely for the Ufe of it in the 
common Forms of Begging. Laftly, 

As to yourfelves> the Encouragers, the 
Supporters of this good Work, God is your 
Reward : and as the Charity you are en^ 
gaged in, has all the Marks pf ajuft Regard 
to the Honour of God, and of a tender and 
ChriAian Concern for the prefent and future 
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Happincfs of your Brethren, ; fo iieed you 
not doubts but that the Promifes of the 
Gofpel fhall be juftified unto you, both in 
this Life, and in that which is to come* Go 
on therefore, and feint not j if your Work 
be attended with DifHculties, they &aU ferve 
only to increafe your Reward. Let it be 
the Care on your Part, I'bat your Good be 
not evil fpoken of\ and if Offences come, 
(and they muft needs <:c3fme) wo to them by 
whom they come. 

But that this Charity may in all Refpedts 
be above Reproach, and anfwer the Ends 
propofed by the liberal Benefactors, I 
earneflly recommend it to thofe who have 
the immediate Care of thefe Children, to 
be watchful over their* Behaviour, and con- 
ftant and diligent in the Difcharge of their 
own Duty. The Succefs of this Charity 
depends in great Meafure upon their Fide- 
lity : Men of Fortune and Buiinefs in the^ 
World cannot attend io clofely as to obferve 
every Thing that pafles ; this Care there- 
fore muft reft upon thofe, who have more 
immediately the Infpeftion of thefe Schools. 
And let them remember, that they receive 
the Pay of Charity 5 and that they cannot 
negleft their Duty, v/ithout adding this Ag* 
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gfavation to their Crime, the Abufe of one 
of the nobleft Charities of this Age. 

And now, may that God, whofe Honour 
you are labouring to promote, whofe 
Children thefe are, who are fupportcd 
and inftrudted by your Charity, prof- 
pcr this Work in your Hands; and 
raifc up frefli Supplies for the Admi- 
niftration of this Service : may he mi- 
nifler Bread for your Food, and multi- 
ply your Seed fown, and increafe the 
Fruits of your Righteoufnefs. To bim. 
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Judges ii. 7. 

And the People ferved the Lord all the Days 

ofjojljua^ and all the Days of the Elders 

that outlived Jojhua, who had feen all 

the ^reat Works of the Lord, that he did 

for Ifrael. 

THUS far all is well: God had been 
extremely gracious and merciful to i/1 
rael ; and thofe who had feen his Wonders, 
and had felt the Miferies from which he 
had delivered them, retained a grateful Re-* 
membrance of his Goodnefs. But the Cafe 
quickly altered: no fooner were the Men, 
who had feen the Works of the Lord, ga^ 
thered unto their Fathers, but there arofe 
another Generation after them^ which knew 
not the s Lord, nor yet the Works which he 
had done for Ifrael; and the Children of If 
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rael did Evil in the Sight of the Lord. The 
Effedls of their departing from God their 
Deliverer, are defcribed at the 14th Vcrfe. 
And the Anger of the hord "i^as hot againjl 
iJraiU and he delivered them into the Hands 
of the Spoilers that fpoiled them^ and he fold 
them into the Hands of their Enemies round 
about J fo that they could not any longer fand 
before their Enemies. 

You have now the Cafe pf the Jfraelites 
fully before you. I wifh it was a fingular 
Ca.fe, and that the Reft of the People of God 
jftood clear frbrn the like Imputation. If 
they do, liappy arc they ; if they' do not, 
they have great Reafon to fe^r, that the 
fame Caufe will produce the fame Efieft ; 
and that they likewife ihaQ be fold into the 
Hands o£ their Enemies; 

It is but a melancholy RefkiSlion to think, 
that the Miibehavionr here chained upon the 
People of IJraek is almoft a natural Efied: 
of the pieient degenerate and corrupted State 
of Nature : we receive Benefits with great 
Warmth and Zeal of Gratitude^ and we 
poficfs and enjoy them with great Cdklnefs 
and Indifierence ; and too often with a total 
Forgetfulnefs of the Hand that beftowed 
them. This Temper difcovors itielf in the 
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coitunon Affiurs of Life^ and the matual In- 
tcfcourfo that Men have with Men. Thoie^ 
who are able to help us, are courted and ca* 
rc&d as long as. we want their Afliftance; 
are honoured and reverenced whilfk they af^ 
ford it ; and as foon as they have made us 
happy^ we begin to think they did' us but 
Juftice^ they gave us only what we had a 
Right tO) and the Acknowledgments due to 
the Benefactor are paid to our own Merit 
and DeferL By thefe Steps our Succefs in 
the World, owing perhaps entirely to the 
Partially our Friends had for us, and %vhich 
ought to make us humble and thankful, 
leads us to two odious Vices, very incident 
to human Nature, though very unbecoming 
the Condition of it. Pride and Ingratitude. 

Public Bleflings make flill lefs Imprdlion 
on the Minds of Men, than private £ene&c- 
tions. Very few think of any Obligation 
lying upon themfelves, for the Good they 
enjoy in common with their Neighbours^ 
The Peace and quiet Security procured by 
the Care and Protection of Government, is 
rarely reflected on as creating any Debt of 
Gratitude to thofe who watch for ns. When 
Tribute is detnanded by thofe to whom Tri-t 
bute 13 due. Men are apt to coniider what 
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they pay, as fo much loft out of their Pro- 
perty : whereas in Truth no Part of our 
Fortune makes a better Return to us, than 
that which is beftowed to fecure the whole, 
and to maintain Peace and Tranquillity in 
our Days* 

What Mifchief this Temper of Ingrati* 
tude produces in private and in public Life, 
is but too manifeft. Every Man almoft has 
his Complaint againft fomebody, who has 
repaid his good Offices with NegleiS: and 
Contempt, perhaps too with Injuries ; and 
in public Life one would imagine that Li« 
berty was miftaken for a Right to abufe the 
Government; and that the Dignity of a 
free State confifted in ading without Re- 
gard or Reverence to thofe who are at the 
Head of it- 

But the EfFedts of this perverfc Difpofition 
acting in the Affairs of this Life, and among 
ourfelves, are Matters of light Complaint, 
compared with its Influence in Matters of 
Religion. We have all one great Friend^ if 
we would acknowledge him, one great Go^ 
vernor^ if we would regard him. But we 
are too apt to deal with Go^, as we do with 
the Reft of our ^Friends ; we iritreat, we beg 
for his Afliftance, when we are in Diftrefs ; 
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aad when we are relieved^ wc think but lit-, 
tie of him. 

The common Bleflings of Providence arc 
received and enjoyed by Multitudes, who 
feldom or never think of the Hand that fup- 
plies their Wants. The former and the lat- 
ter Rain, and the plentiful Seafons are af- 
cribed to I know not what Courfe of natu- 
ral Caules : but fuch Caufes are meant, to 
which no Thanks are due; and this Notion, 
contrary to Reafon and true Philofophy, is 
the more readily embraced, becaufe it fur- 
ni(hes Men with the good Things of the 
World, and lays them under no Obligations 
to the Author of them. St. Paul fays, that 
God at no Time left himfelf without Wit^ 
nefsy in that he did good^ and gave us Rain 
from Heaven, and fruitful Seafons, filing our 
Hearts with Food and Gladnefs. But how 
has this Evidence been attended to? The 
conftant and regular Supply of our Neceffi- 
ties makes us imagine that we have a Right 
to them by Prefcription, and that we have 
a Property in them as Children of the Earth: 
or, that if any Thing is owing to Wifdom, 
it is to our own Wifdom, in managing the 
Ground and the Seafons to the beft Advan- 
tage. And thus forgetting the Author of 
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every good Gift, and t^nsferring the Honour 
due to hiniy to ourfelves, we do, in the Lan- 
guage of the Prophet, Sacrifice unto our Net, 
mnd burn Incenfe to our Drag^ becauje by 
tbem our Portion is fat ^ and our Meat pleu'^ 
teous, Hab. i. i6. 

But however thefe common Bleffings, 
which come to all without Diftindtion, are 
neglei^ted and overlooked, one would ima** 
gine that fignal Deliverances wrought in Fa* 
vour of any People, and in which the Arm 
of the Lord is made bare, and viiible to 
every Eye, fhould be had in perpetual Re- 
membrance, and be tranfmitted with Senti- 
ments of Gratitude^ Honour ^ and Religion to 
the latcft Pofterity. 

But the Cafe is far otherwifc ! 

The Hiftory of the Jews, a People under 
the peculiar and vifible Government of Pro- 
vidence, is a Series of Rebellions and Re- 
volts againft God, who had frequently and 
miraculoufly delivered them from the Hand$ 
of their Enemies. In their Story the Coun- 
fels of God with Refpe<ft to them and their 
Neighbours are laid open; and we fee plain- 
ly the Refentment of God's Juftice againft 
a rebellious People, and in what Manner he 
raifed the Nations round about them, topu- 
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rtifh and diftrefs them* From their Exam- 
ple we may learn to reckon with ourfelves ; 
and, by confidering our own Cafe, know 
what to fear, aftd what to hope, from the 
Juftice and Mercy of God: for the Ways 
of Providence arp unalterable, and the famei 
Wifdom and Juftice which governed the 
Jews^ governs all the People of the World* 
The Purpofes of God are the fame towards 
all Nations, though not fo difcernible and 
manifeft as in the Hiftory of the People of 
ifrael. Profane Hiftory prefents us many 
Inftances of Nations fubdued under the 
Hand of their Enemies, and fallen^ from si 
State of Pride athJ Sovereignty to the mifer-* 
able Conditbn erf Slan)ery and Captivity. 
There the Hiftory leaves us.— It acquaints 
us with the Fads, and the Politicians of th6 
World are bofied in afligning Caufes for the. 
furprifing Changes that have been in the 
Nations. Some difcern great Wifdom and 
ConduiS on the Side of the Conquerors, and 
great Miftakes and ill Management on the 
Side of the Unfortunate ; afnd all agree to 
afcribe in moft Cafes, the Events and Sue-*- 
Cefles of War to the Number and Bravery 
of the Troops. But look into the Sacred 
Hiftory i where the Counfels of God are dif* 
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played by his holy Prophets, there will you 
fee a plain Reafon, why the favourite Na- 
tion, delivered mod wonderfiilly and mira* 
culoufly from the Slavery of Egypt^ was 
fold again into Slavery to the Pbilijiines^ and 
other heathen Nations around them. Had 
this Story been told in the common Way 
of Hiftory, we fliould have thought this 
People extremely weak or unfortunate, in 
that they had no fooner efcaped out of the 
Hands of the great and powerful Kings of 
Egypt^ but they became Vajjals and Bondf- 
men to the little Princes bordering upon 
Canaan. But fee the Truth of the Cafe : 
they became extremely unfortunate, becaufe 
they were extremely wicked ; their Profpe- 
rity was their Ruin, as it made them forget 
the Lord that bought them. And the 
Strength, which they relied on as their Se- 
curity, betrayed them to their Deftruftion ; 
for they had to deal with Him, whofavetb 
not Kings by the Multitude of an Hojif nor 
givetb the Battle to the Strong. 

Let no Man be fo weak as to imagine 
that this Method of Providence was pecu- 
liar and confined to the Jews^ and that other 
Nations were left to follow their own Ima- 
gination^, and that God regarded them not j 
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for the contrary appears in the (zme /acred 
Hijioryj in which we have the Account of 
the Jewijh Nation. The Counfels of Gob 
were not indeed fo manifeftly declared to 
other Nations by Prophets and Mejfengers 
from God 5 but the Methods of Juftice were 
the fame to all, and the Nations were left to 
Reafon and Confcience, thofe great Lights 
given to all alike, to interpret the Condud: 
of Providence with Refpeift to themfelves. 
Were Sodom and Gomorrah deftroyed by 
Chance ? No : it was by a Fire from Hea*- 
ven, commiffioncd to extirpate a wicked and 
profane People. Were the Canaanites over- 
powered by the Arms oi Ifrael? Certainly 
not ; but God, who had waited in Patience 
and Forbearance till the Meafure of their 
Iniquity was full, delivered them up to De- 
ftrudtion. Enquire what Became of the 
great Monarchies of AJfyriay Babylon^ and 
Egypt: you may fee their Doom foretold 
by the Prophets. They were to be deftroy- 
ed for their great Idolatry and Corruption : 
and the Prophecies have been fo remarkably- 
fulfilled, that they are a ftandin^ Leflbn of 
Inftrudtion to all Nations, who have Eyes 
to fee, and Hearts to underftand. Thus too 
it fared at laft with the favourite People of 
Yz ' the 
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the Jews: they were often puoifhed ia 
Mercy, and fuffered to be miferable, that 
they Height become better. They were 
from Time to Time admonifhed by the 
Prophets; and at ]a{l Goo fent his Son 
to them I Him they flew and hanged on a 
Tree ; and having filled up the Meafure of 
their Iniquity, Vengeance purfued them ; 
and fuch Vengeance as aftoni(hed the World, 
and does yet ajftonifli it ; for there is no Mi^ 
fery^ like their Mijery. 

Final Punifliments, whereby Nations are 
entirely rooted out, are of Ufe to us as Exam- 
ples and Warnings to flee from the Wrath 
to come ; otherwife they can do us no Ser- 
vice : for (hould we ever fall into io wretch-* 
ed a Ck)ndition as to call down fuch Judg- 
ments on our Head, who can deliver us from 
the Hand of the living God ? But other 
Judgments, how fliarp and ievere focver 
they may be, are the EfFcdts of Mercy, and 
intended for our Corredrion, — When aiv- 
cient and late Deliverances are forgotten, and 
have no EfFedt upon the Mind; when ther. 
Voice of God fpeaking in his Law, by hia 
ProphetSi, and by the Minifters of his Word,i, 
ia Qo loQger. aCt^ded to; nothing remains 
but to apply ibarper Ren(iedieSjt.or to permit 
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the People to fill up the full Meafure of 
their Iniquities, and^ to perifh in their Sins. 
•—It is Mercy to prevent this fatal Evil, 
how corroding foever the Means, made Ufe 
of by Mercy, may prove. The Perverfenefs 
and Corruption of Men*s Hearts juftify the 
Goodnefs and Equity of God in inflidting 
fuch Puniftiments, and they muft blame 
themfelves for not attending to the gentler 
and the kinder Calls of Providence. 

Perhaps there may be no great Occaiion 
to juftify before you the Ways of God to- 
wards the Children of Ifrael\ we are all of 
one Opinion to condemn their Perverfenefs 
and Ingratitude : fo much eafier is it, to den- 
ted): the Faults of others, than to fee and ac- 
knowledge our own ! 

But are we innocent from this great Of- 
fence ? 

Let us confider our own Cafe : and fure- 
ly we have great Reafon to confider it, now 
the Enemies of our Religion and Liberty ap- 
pear with Triumph in our Land, and are in 
Poffeffion of one antient and powerful King-- 
dom united to the Crown of England. 

Our unhappy Divifions in civil Matters 

I choofe to pafs over in Silence at this 

Time and Place i for I mean no Reproach to 
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any Man. And without doubt our Conduft 
towards Gor, and our Regard to his holy 
Religion^ is the firft and mod interefting 
Confideration now before us. 

It is well known that the People of IJrael 
were the chofen, the peculiar People of God^ 
and diftinguifhed from the Reft of the Na^ 
tionSf by a fpecial Providence dirediing them 
and their Affairs. If you confider this as 
the EfFedt of Partiality, and a weak Fond- 
nefs for one Set of Men more than another, 
you injure the Attributes of Gody who adls 
by Wifdom and Jujiice in all his Dealings, 
and is no Refpedter of Perfons, The Houfe 
of Abraham was called for the Sake of true 
Religion ; to preferve the Knowledge of the 
one God among themfelves, to propagate it 
among the Nations^ and to prepare the Way 
for introducing into the World, under pro- 
per Circumftances, that Seed, in which all 
the Nations of the Earth were to be bleffed. 
As they were chofen for thefe great Pur- 
pofes, fo whenever they aded contrary to 
them, they ceafed to be the chofen People, 
and were treated as Enemies and Rebels. 

We are apt enough to boaft of the Purity 
of our Religion, and our Reformation from 
the Error? and Corruptions of the CAurcb 
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^of Rome I and to flatter ourfelves that wc 
alfo are a peculiar People of God, and fet 
up by Providence to be the Bulwark of the* 
Protejiant Religion. And indeed, if we judge . 
from the many Deliverances we have had, 
when our Religion and our Liberties were 
in utmoft Danger, we have great Reaibn to 
acknowledge the Care and Proteftion of 
Heaven over us. But remember ftill that 
we too are chofen to profefs and maintain 
the Truth of God's holy Gofpel^ and to bear 
our Teftimony againft the Corruptions, 
w^hich have prevailed over a great Part of 
the Cbrijiian World. If, inftead of adling 
up to this Part afligned us by Providence, 
we grow carelefs and indifferent to our holy 
Profejion^ and fuffer a Spirit of Irreligion 
to prevail over the Nation, we forfeit our 
Title to God's Protection ; we are no longer 
the chofen People, and muft expeft to be 
treated as Enemies and Deferters. 

Our prefent Situation is attended with 
Fears and uneafy Apprehenfions; and if we 
look back and confider from whence we are 
fallen, we may fee but too much Reafon to 
fufpeift that our Fears are well grounded. 
How has this Nation been bleflTed with the 
Light of the Gofpel ! How wonderfully 
Y 4 and 
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and how often has it been refcued from 
Danger^ when to human Appearance there 
yr^fi no Help at Hand ! Scarcely had the Re^ 
firmation taken Root among us^ but a Pa^ 
pift> ^ecHy made cruel by Bigotry and Su^ 
ferfiition^ afcended the T^ krone \ and applied 
the only Jirong Argument of Popery^ Firo 
^nd Faggoti to ci^tinguifli the Light that 
was breaking in upon us. Not only the ci^ 
ifil Powers of this Country wero Jfi the 
Hands that meant to dedroy the Kefortna^ 
tiout but they were fupported and united to 
the Powers of Spain^ whofe Prince wjis be- 
come a Partner of the Throne of Enghnd ; 
yffho lived to deftroy (not in this Cpuntry, 
bleiled be Godj but in his own Dominions) 
Thoufands and Tens of Thonfonds pq Account 
of Religion. — Such were the Powers under 
which the Reformation h^re^ ilill in its In^ 
fancy f was to ftruggle^ It is pjiinful to think 
of the Miferies of that Time ; but think of 
them we ought, and blefs God for the noble 
Examples of Conftancy and Chri/iian Cou- 
rage, left by thofe whom he raifed up to bear 
Teftimony, at the Expepce of their t»ivest 
to the Truth of ms Religion. Had thi) 
Reign been long and profperoua, it is highly 
probable that PbUip of Spain had left thii 
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Country in the iame Condition he left his 
own ; where the Inqtufition rules with lord* 
\y and uncontroulable Power over the Con- 
fcience^ and over the Fortunes of the Peo- 
ple. But God, in whofe Hands are the If- 
fues of Life and Death, made Way for a 
Pr^ejiant Prince/s to afcend the S^brone i in 
whofe long and glorious Reign the Reform-- 
ation took deep Root, and the EJiahliJh-' 
m^nt of this national Church was perfe<fted* 
A Work of great Wifdom and Piety\ and fo 
efteemed by the Protejiant Churches abroad^ 
however unhappily fome among ourielves 
have forfaken her Communion. 

The Reign of this glorious Princefs was 
almoft a continual Scene of Deliverances 
from foreign Invqfions^ and Difiurbances at 
home* And notwithftanding fhc was dif- 
trefled on every Side, by Bulls and Curfes 
from Rome^ by Armadas from Spain, by Re^ 
he/lions in England and Ireland, ihe left this 
Church and Nation in Peace and Security : 
fo wonderfully did the Hand of God appear 
in our Prefervation. 

Peace and Security under a weak Govern- 
ment which fucceeded, produced by De* 
grees a Corruption in Principles and Man- 
ners, which ended at laft in the Ruin of 
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this Church and Nation, and the Deftruc* 
tion of a virtuous Prioce worthy of a' far 
tetter Fate. With him fell all our Hopes 
of Order and Government in Church and 
State ; Anarchy and Confufion ufurped the 
Throne ; and Religion was fo divided into 
an almoft' infinite Number of difagreeing 
Sects, that the true one could hardly te 
found in the Crowd. 

But whilft we are under this thick Cltmd^ 
He, who can bring Light out of Darknefs, 
<lid, againil all the Hopes of human Proba- 
bility, reftore us to our happy Conftitution 
in Church 2Lnd State; not by Force oiArms^ 
or the Power of Princes, but by over-ruling 
the Paffions of Men 5 fo that even they be- 
came Inftruments in reftoring thefe Bleffings^ 
who had been greatly concerned in deftroy- 
ing them. 

It will be wronging the Nation to fay 
that this Deliverance at the Reftoration was 
not received with great Joy and Pleafure. 
The Joy indeed w,as exceflive ; and, as the 
Cafe too often happens, left little Room for 
fober and ferious RefledlionSp The Hearts 
of Men being fet open to the Impreffions 
and Tranfports of Joy, foon grew fenfual 5 
and the Profperity of the Nation broke out 
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into Luxury^ and into all the Vices which 
naturally attend it. The Senfes of Religion 
decayed ; and the very Appearances of it 
were fufpeded, as a Remnant of the Hypo- 
crify with which the late Times had been 
charged* And if we may judge by the 
Performances of xh^^Stagej which are form- 
ed to the Tafte of the People, there never 
was a Time when Lewdnefs, Irreligion, and 
Profanenefs were heard with more Patience. 
But let us confider, what Fruit the Na- 
tion had of thefe Things. I ihall pafs over 
all the Calamities of that Time, which were 
many, and mention only that, which is the 
Caufe and Foundation of all we fear at pre- 
fent. In the next Reign then, fee Popery 
once more exalted to the T^hrone of England^ 
and working to deftroy the Religion and Li- 
berties of the People ; not by Art and Cun- 
ning and leifurely Steps, but by open and 
avowed Attempts upon our Conftitution. 
The Laws for Defence of our Religion were 
filenced by a . difpenfing Power 5 Papijis 
were placed on the Bench^ on the Seat of 
yudgment, and at the Head of Colleges in ouf 
Univerfities. Men's Hearts funk for Fear, 
and the Torrent feemed to carfy all before 
it. One happy EfFeft indeed it had; it 
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awakened Men to a fober Senfe of them- 
felvei and their Condition. When diey were 
put in Fear^ they foon found tbemfelves to 
ke but Men ; and they did the only reafon- 
able Thing they could do» apply to God for 
Proteaion. The 25cal of the Nation at that 
Time, for the pure uftcorrupted DoBrines 
of the Go/pel^ in Oppofition to the Errors of 
Popery, was perhaps greater than ever it had 
been from tlie Days of the Reformation. 
The Paftors and their Flocks were equally 
animated with a Conftancy and a Courage 
above Temptation. And the Clergy of the 
Eftahlifoed Churchy under all the Fears and 
Apprehenfions that daily threatened them^ 
maintained the DoBrines of the Reformationy 
.with fuch Learning, Ability, and Integrity, 
as did them Honour both at home and 
abroad* 

. Thus were the Hearts of the People turn* 
ed as the Heart of one Man : nor was it in 
vain they fought the Lord; for, by a won- 
derful Series of Providence, he delivered 
them from their Diflrefs. Ai\d we have 
feen for many Years the Crown upcm the 
Head of Proteftant Princes, the natural 
Guardians of the Religion and Liberties of 
this Country, 
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If wc have made right Ufe of this laft 
Deliverance, let us fear no Change ; for God 
will not forfake us, till we forfake him. 
But the Frofped: before us, the Danger that 
draws near to us, call upon us to adt up« 
rightly with ourfclves j and not to deceive 
our Hearts with Hopes that God will re- 
member us, if Xve have forgot him, and the 
great Things he has done for us. 

Our Hiftorics will always remind us of 
the great Deliverances this Nation has had, 
and we cannot forget them ; nor did the 
Jews forget the Wonders wrought in the 
Land oi^Egypt^ and the Redemption of their 
Ancejiors from Captivity. The hiftorical 
Remembrance of the Fafts tbey badi and 
we ifove ii. The Charge againft the Jewt 
cxprcflcd frequently by their forgetting God, 
is the fame which St« Paid brings againfi: 
the heathen World: When they^knew God^ 
tbey glorified him not as God^ neither were 
thankful^ hut became vain in their Imagtna^ 
tions ; and their foolijh Heart was darkened. 

Do we ftand clear of this Charge ? I wifh 
to God we did. 

Let not me be the Accu&r of my Nation, 
but let every Man recdkft what he ha^ 
heard, and read^ and feen^ within the Cam« 
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pafs of a few Years. Surely the Gofpel of 
Cbrijl yejiis was never treated with greater 
Malice and Contempt, by yews or Heathens^ 
than it has been in this Cbrijiian Country. 
Think not that I am condemning a fober 
Enquiry into the Truth of Religion : God 
forbid. But what (hall wc fay, for the un- 
difguifed Profanenefs, and even Blafphemy 
that has fwarmed from the Prefs I Many 
Inftanccs might be given ; but one can ne- 
ver be forgotten j where the nobleft and 
moft exalted 'Hymn of Cbrijiian Devotion 
known to this Cburch^ or any Cburcb in the 
World, in which Angels and the blefled 5^/- 
rits above join with us, has been perverted 
to the higheft Impiety and Blafphemy, that 
ever the Wickednefs or Malice of Man's 
Heart could conceive. This and other Crimes 
of the fame Nature are indeed chargeable 
on the Authors : but how deplorable muft 
the State of a Nation be, when Men find 
Encouragement to provide fuch Entertain- 
ment for the Publick ? 

Look into common , Life, not to pry in- 
to the fecret Faults of Men, but to fee what 
is become of that Senfe of Religion, which 
once animated the People. When Popery 
was breaking in upon us, our Cburcbes were 
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crowded ; and unhappy was the Man, who 
by Sicknefs, or any real Neceffity, was pre- 
vented in his Attendance in the Houfe of the 
Lord, Is it fo now ? Is not Sunday be- 
come a Day of Diverfion to the Great Ones, 
and a Day of Idlenefs and Lazinefs to the. 
Little Ones? And has not this been manifeft- 
ly followed by a great Increafe of great 
Wickednefs and Violence among the lower 
People? ^ibeft and Roiiery) which ufed to be 
fecret Crimes, now appear armed in pur 
Streets; and are fupported by Numbers 
ftrong enough to defy the Power of the 
Magiftrate. The unruly Paffions of Men 
muft be governed either by Force, or by 
Religion. Force cannot watch at all Doors 
to prevent further Mifchief s but Religion 
is a Centinel placed in every Heart, to guard 
it againft Wickednefs; and it is but a natural 
Confequence for Men to grow violent and 
injurious to others, in Proportion as their 
Senfe of Religion decays. 

But amidft this Ruin of Virtue and Rc-*^ 
ligion, one Thing there is, that ftill may be 
thought Matter of Comfort ; that the Na- 
tion is generally averfe to Popery : but it is 
fome Abatement even to this Comfort, to 
confider that the Fear of Popery is not al- 
ways 
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ways a Concern for the Purity of the Gg/^ 
felt but a Fear merely of the Powers of a 
Popifh Church. Thofe who have the leaft 
Religion, and are grown wild with Notions 
of Liberty, have Reafon to be apprehcnfive 
of ecclefiaftical Courts and Inquifitims under 
the Direftion of Popery * But in this there 
is no Virtue or Merit j though it may be 
perhaps an happy Circumftance at prefent^ 
that there is fometbing in Popery j for thofo 
to be afraid of^ who have ud Regard for Re^ 
ligion. 

But in the mean Time has not Popery 
been daily getting Ground on us, by the art-* 
ful and unregarded Infinoations of the Ad^ 
nierfaryi and by Applications of another 
Kindj which do indeed but little Honour td 
the Coftuerts, or the Conveners? The Price, 
at which a Man may fell the Protefiant Re- 
ligion, is become almoft a ftated and well 
known Sum ; and there are kn6Wn Markets ^ 
in which a Man may fell the Faith in which 
he was born and bred. Such new purchaied 
Profelytes make no great Figure; for this 
Method indeed has^ no £fFed> b&t upon the 
loweft People. And confidering how im- 
proper an Application this is to the Confii^ * 
enee, there is Cround to fufpe€t, thi^ it i^ 
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m^e Ufc of radier to raife Recruits s^ainft 
a^ proper Time> than in Hopes to make real 
Cmverts. I wifh they may not fbon feel 
the "EStdLs of this Management fo long 
connived at. 

But to return to ourfelves : To prevent' 
tills, and whatever elfe we may apprehend 
from the Danger and Difpleafure of God, 
kt tts feek the Lord in our Diftrefs ^ and^ 
by acknowledging our own Unworthinefs, 
and the Abufe of former Mercies, render 
ourfelves^ Objed:s of his Goodnefs and For- 
givenefs- We have but too exaAly copied 
the Behaviour of the Jews in their Days of 
Profperity ; let us learn of them like wife in 
their Adverfity, and cry unto God for Help 
agatnft our Enemies. Let us fet a due Va- 
lue upon the Bleiiings beftowed oh us, and 
walk worthy of the Light of the Gofpel 
which has (hone among us ; that our Con- 
duct: and Behaviour may bear Teftimony to 
the Truth which we profefs. 

And as in all the Difpenfations of Provi- 
dence towards us, it is expedted from us, 
that we fhould make Ufe of the Means 
which God hath put in our Power, for our 
own Defence and Safety -, let us on this Oc- 
cafion with Chcerfulnefs, and the Hearts of 
Z . Mem 
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Men who truft in God, be ready to employ 
our Perfons and our Fortunes in the Defence 
of our King and Country, and. the bap^ 
py Conftitution in Church and State^ under 
which we live. Let every Man do his Parti 
he who can do leaft, can pray for the Peace 
of Jerufalem. Every Man may reform One, 
that is himfelf, and fill up perhaps that 
Number of the Righteous, for the Sake of 
which the City may be faved. 

In a Word, the Time calls upon us to be 
fcrious I to think of God, and of Our* 
SELVES } and, according to the Advice of the 
Pfalmift, with which I fliall difmifs you, to 
Jiand in Awe and Jin not, to commune with 
our own Hearty and in our Chamber^ and be 
Jiill', to offer the Sacrifice of Righteoujnejsy 
and to put our Truft in the Lord. 
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